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JOliN CHISHOLM TO TIIB GOVERNOR. 

1795. On the 22nd of July last I left Philadelphia with ten Indi~nfl of the 

R~hPt. 2'd .Chickasaw and Chactaw Tribes, hound to Knoxville. On the same do.\" 
Ie mOD • 

sundry goods, to the amount of six wagon loads, were shipped from 
thence principally in one ,"essel, and 0. small part in a second. It was 
expected that these vessels would arrive here as early as my party, and 
that I should proceed taking the goods with me immediately, and my 
expef}diture8 were co.lculated accordingly. It has, however, I«> happened 
that both these ,"eSliCls, hy the late storms and high waters, have been 
delayed in their passage, that which contained the great bulk of goods 
until the 27th of August, owing to her being driven ashore at Norfolk in 
the first storm, and when she was got off, being prevented froro proceed
ing up James River by the second storm and an high fresh. The other 
vessel did not get up the River until the 29th, but I should not have 
waited for her had I not heard of her being near at hand when I had 
got the goods from on board the fil"!'lt. 

When I fo.und the vessels, particularly that which had on board the 
great bulk of goods, were detained on their passage, I judged it best. 
with the advice of Colo. Edw'd Carrington, to remain here with the 
Indians until at least the principal one got up, as it would have been 
equally injudicious to separate myself from either the Indians or the 
goods j nor, indeed, was it at first foreseen that repeated impediments 
would extend the delay so long as they have. 

The consequence of these events has been that the Indians and inter
preters with their horses have heen more than one month longer on 
ex pence here than was estimated, and o('caIoiions a deficiency of mom'y 
in my hands to the amount of 1000 dollars. It !leing impoS8ibll~ for llIe 

fltill to remain here with s(( great a chalW', to ohtain a remittance from 
the War Office, and tIlllre being no authority under the fCllcml Go,·enl
mellt. within my reach to whieh I CUll resort, I am reduced to the ne<'C8-
sity of submittin~ my situation to your Exqellellcy and the Executive, 
requesting that, from the urgent nece~Aity of the ('ase, a sum equal to 
that which I han' stab'd mny he admnced me on 8.(~count, which I will 
give such roc~eipt:-l for as will obtain from the Secretary of War an imml'
diate reimbursement. 

Should it he the wi~h of the Executive to be furnished with allY 
further information or explanation on the suhject, I shall be ready to 
at.tend for that purpose to an." extent that shnll be satisfactory. 

I have, &c. 
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JOHN BARNES TO JAMES WOOD, LT.-GOVERNOR. 

On th~ 14th ult'o I did myself the pleasure of addressing you in 1795. 

answer to your favor of 3rd (to which please refer), and have now the Phr?Sel;hia 
satisfaction of advising you that the annexed four cases were yesterday 
shipped on board the said Schooner Betsey (a well-formed vessel), 
already sailed, and by whom J addressed a letter covering Bill of lading 
to Capt. John Lester at Rocket's landing, to whom consigned. 

You will perceive by the statement that 9 copies Acts of the State 
are wanting. This deficiency was owing to so many being soiled or 
imperfect. The rest, as well the Military Exercises, have been duly 
inspected-the former by ~~. A. Mulenburg. F..sq., whose certificate to Mr. 
Cist I have seen; the latter by Colo. Pickering. For the rest I flatter 
myself with your approval also, and if at any future period I could be 
useful, I should be happy in receiving your commands. 

With perfect Esteem, I am, &c. 

EDWARD CARRINGTON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

The case of Capt. Chisholm is one which falls into no latitude of gen- Sept.3, 
eral authority possessed by me, nor has any special instruction or request In~~r'8 
of the Secretary of War extending to pecuniary advances to him in any 
event reached me. It would, therefore, be highly improper for me to 
make him an ad,"ance upon any other than a private ground. The only 
request ever made of me in regard to Capt. Chisholm was, that I should 
spur )Ir. Ball in procuring the wagons for transporting the Indian goods 
to Knoxville; but so far from being requested to advance money, I was 
informed that Capt. Chisholm had been fully furnished with that article. 
It appears to me that discretionary interposition should rest with the 
best attainable authorities. and that this principle directs Capt. Chisholm 
to the Executive in this case is certainly not to be doubted. There is a 
confidence existing between that body and the Federal Government in 
discretionary instances, which ought not to be calculated on as to the 
local officers, whose duties are defined. It is highly probable that had 
the detention of Capt. Chisholm been foreseen, the Secretary of Waf 
would have provided for his receiving the further monies thereby re-
quired. The detention was not foreseen, and of course no provision was 
made; the fact, however, is, that he has been detained from the causes . 
mentioned in his letter to your Excellency at least one month longer here 
than was expected or calculated on; it is also cortain that the causes 
by him trtated are within the knowledge of the Executive. That there 
would be a want of more money than was calculated, appears an inevita- G I 
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ble conclusion; that he cannot here obtain an advance from the War 
Office iR equally evident; a discretionary interposition from somewhere 
follows of C'.ounte, and that discretion will certainly be more ap!eptahly 
exercised by the Executive of the State than by a. local officer of th(' 
~"ederal Government. 

Agreeably to what passed between your Excellency and myself yester
day, Capt. Chisholm is in readiness to exhibit the sum advanced him at 
Philadelphia and his expenditures, with vouchers. He will also exhibit 
the objectH for which he requires a further 8um. I have no doubt that. 
if, upon examination of Capt. Chisholm's account, it shall appear to the 
~~xecutive that the advance he requires is a reasonable one, a.~ founded 
upon the circumstances of his case, their judgment thereon will he fully 
credited by the Secretary of War, and the money advanced, cheerfully 
refunded. 

I have, &c. 

Know all men hy theSe presents, that I, John Chisholm, of Knox\-ilIe. 
in the Southwestern Territory of the United States, firmly 
bound unto Robert Brooke, 
Commonwealth of Virginia, to his SllC-

eesAors, for the use of the ealth, in the JURt 
and full sum of two Dollars, and for the pay-
ment of which I h,ind myself, my heirs, exCC'utol'8 and adminiAtrat.ol'll 
firmly hy these presents, sealed with my seal, and dated this third Jay 
of Septemher, one thousand seven hundred amI ninety-five. 

The condition of the above obligation iR, that wherens the Executive 
of Vifll:inia have on the written requ~t of the said John Chisholm ad
,'am'eel to him one thouAand dollars in addition to the advances made to 
him hy the {{eneml Government for the purpotle of defmying the 
expen~t's incurred and to be incurred hy the Haid ChiHholm in conducting 
certain Indians of the Choctaw and Chieka8a'Y t.ribes to their respective 
countieA, and in the tra~Rportation of certain goods and merdlandiZl> 
from Philadelphia to the !laid counties; and for the said one tho\lj;3nd 
dollars the said Chisholm hath drawn a Bill on Timothy Pick eri 1111. 
gsq., Secretary for the Department of War of the Unitro StateR. 
~ow if the Raid Timothy Pickering shall pay or caU!~(' to be paid tilt' 

lIaid Bill of one thousand dollars according to the tenor thereof, then the 
above obli~ation to he void, otherwise to remain in full force and virtuf'. 

Signed, sealed, and df'liveroo in presence of Sam. Coleman. 

[The blanks in the foregoing bond are caused by the mutilation of the 
original from which copied. The nllme of John Chisholm, originally 
writt~n here, tom out.-En.] 
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WILLOUGHBY ·TEBBS TO THE GOVERNOR. 

The Light Infantry Company belonging to the 1Rt Battalion of the 37th 
Reg't being complete, are desirous through m~ to procure of the Execu
tive arms, if"they can be obtained. Shall esteem it a particular favor to 
be informed as soon as conv't. 

With, &c. 

'l'IMOTHY PICKERING TO THE GOVERNOR. 
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1795. 
Sept. 3, 

Dumfries 

Colo. John Steele left in my hands nineteen hundred dollars to pay ~pt. 14,. 

Charles Cist, of this city, for 3.000 copies of the Regulations for the Order PhllRdelplna 

and Discipline of the Troops of the United States, and one thousand 
copies of certain laws of Vir¢nin. which were to be translated and printed 
in the German language. The former hav~ been ncatly executed agree-
ably to contract, and the certificate of F. H. Muhlenberg inclosed will 
satisfy you that the latter also are entitled to the same approbation. I 
ha'·e. therefore, paid Mr. Cist according to Colo. Rteele's request, as by his 
acc't and receipt inclosed. But the defect of nine copies of the laws 
leaves three dollars and sixty cenl'! still in my hands subject to order. 

Not knowing C.olo. Steele's residence, I address you on the subject, as 
the b1llliness wholly concerns the ~tate of Yirginia. 

I am, &c., 

P. S.-I wish my re<'eipt to Colo. Steele may be sent me. 

At a Court held for the County of Augusta, August, 1i93: 

The Commonwealth vs. William Greever, Sen'r, Philip Greever, and WiI- Sept. 15 

liam Greever, .lu'r, Def'ts. On an Information for Killing Deer out of 
Season. 

Al1Itusta County-to-wit: 

Be it remembered, that Archibald Stuart, Gent., who prosecutes 
for ihe (',ommonwealth in this county court, comes and gives the said 
court here to understand and be informed that by two acts of the Gen
eral Assembly~ne passed in the ninth year of the reign of George t·he 
Second. in the year 1738, Intitled an "act for the better preservation of 
the breed of Deer and preventing unlawful hunting," and one other 
passed in the 12th year of the reign of George the third, intitled an act 
to aluend an act intitled an "act for the better preservation of the breed 
of Deer and preventing unlawful hunting "-the killing of Deer is lim
ited to certain times under certain penalties. 

• 

And the said Archibald Stewart gives the court here further to under- G I 
Digitized by oog e 



296 CALENDAR OF STATE PAPERS. 

1795. stand that William Greever, Sen'r, Philip Greever, and William Greever, 
Sept.15· Jun'r, on the - of July, in the year 1792, at the parish of - and 

County aforesaid, did unlawfully and wickedly kill and destroy three 
Deer to the e"il example of all others in the like ca.sc, offending against 
the form of the statutes in such clUle made and provided, and a~iD8t the 
peace and dignity of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

Alexander Crawford, of Augusta County, farmer, is the pl'Ot!ecutor. 

To this Information the Defendants, by their attorney, plead not 
Guilty. Whereupon there was a trial and verdict-that the Defendants 

• are guilty of killinf!; two Deer within the time prohibited. It is there
fore considered by the court that they forfeit and pay to the Common
wealth five pounds to the use of the county of Augusta towards lessen
ing the parish levy thereof, and that they pay the costs of this prosecu
tion, and may be taken, &c. 

Teste: 
JACOB KINNEY, C. A. C. 

By THE GOVERNOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA-A PRO

CLAMATION. 

Sept. 15 Whereas I have received infornlation that the city of Philadelphia, 
the Grenades, and thc Island of TobllgO are infected wit,h the Pla~ue, or 
other infectious Disease, and it is probable the same may he br()ll~ht 

into this Commonwea.lth-I have therefore thought fit, by and with t·he 
advice of Council, to direct that all vessels coming from either of the 
aforesaid places do make their quarantine at the anchorage ground off 
Craney Island, ncar the mouth of Elizabeth River, for the space of 
twenty days; and I do hereby strictly enjoin and require, that until Huch 
vessels shall be discharged of such quarantine, all persons coming. or 
goods imported, in such vessels come not on shore, or go on board any 
other vessel, or be landed or put into any other ship. vessel, or boat, in 
any place within this Commonwealth; and also, that no person g() on 
board any vessel ordered to perform quarantine without licence first had 
and obtained in writing under the hand of Thomas Newton, in the town 
of Norfolk, who is hereby authorized and appointed to see such quaran
tine perfornled. And all Pilots are hereby desired to give notice to the 
above-named Superintendant of the arrival of all vessels from the afore
Haid places, and to eonduct them to the place a!l!;iglled for their perform
ance of quarantine. 

Given under my Hand 88 Governor and under the Seal of the Com
monwealth, at Richmond, this 17th day of September, in the year of our 
Lord 1793, and of the Commonwealth the eighteenth. 

HENRY LEE. 
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EDMUND W INBTON TO THE GOVBRNOR. 

The late Sheriff of Compbell County informs me an Execution is sont 1790. 
UI) against him for about £200 the balance due to the public for Taxes Sept. 17 

of 1783, and nearly thl' flame Rum the Damages on about ,£1,400,. the 
amount of the Judgment in June, 1784. 

The Gentleman first appointed in this County resigned his office after 
one year; the two next declined it altogether, on a supposition the Pub
lic Revenue could not bA collected. The severity of the winter of 1784. 
and the general scarcity the next summer, greatly retarded the transpor
tation of our Tobacco to market; besides. the latter circumstance lessened 
the ability of people who were compelled to give a treble price for grain, 
and go a great distance for it. 

I am entirely persuaded the default of the late Sheriff was occasioned 
by the utter impossibility of making the collections, and not by the 
negligence or dishonesty of his deputies, and I should not take the 
liberty of addressing your Excellency on this subject, but that I am well 
acquainted with the men and the condition of the county. 

)fro Hunter telltJ me the judgment, except as to the damages, he has 
reason to think has been provideil against somc time ago, but was not 
p..'\id from some circumstances not foreseen. 

I ha,'e, &c. 

WM:. SIMMONS TO THB GOVERNOR. 

The Treasurer of the United States will remit to Jaquclin Ambler, Sept. 17, 

Treasurer of the State of VirginilL, the sum of twenty-eight thousand six n~;.aW:~lIt 
hundred and twenty-two dollar .. and eighty-four centl', being in full for 
the balance of the account of the State of Virginia for the pay and sub-
sistence of the Militia.. pay of the Scoutl', ammunition furnished for their 
Ulle, and contingent expenses in the protection of her frontiers; also for 
the pay and incidental expensl'S of the Militia ordered to arrest a priva-
teer fitting out at Smithfield in July, 1794, and for pay and subt!istence 
of a def.a.<'hment of Militia Artillery stationed at Fort Nelson, 1791, for 
which sum you will please sign the receipt the Treasurer of the United 
States will remit you, and have a duplicate thereof forwarded to this ~ffice 
as tIOOn as poBBible. 

I am, &c., 
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Aw. DUNSCOMB TO LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR WOOD. 

Sundry of my fellow-citizens have communicated to me that divcl"l! 
free negroes, who have come from the WeRt India Islands and other 
places to this State, are ranging at large through the same-a cin'um
stance which forebodes no good, hut may be productive of much evil by 
effecting a change in the views or conduct of the domesti('-s and others of 
this State. 

Upon an examination of the laws I find that the General Assembly 
has anticipated the subject, and I judge from well-grounded apprehen
sions have passed a law prohibiting the migration of such persons into 
this Commonwealth. This law, as it is not confined in its influence llor 
partial in its effe?t, requires a general remedy. Permit. me, therefore, to 
refer the Executive to the *Iaw, in order, should they view the matter in 
the same light as those who have convel"tled with me, they may cause the 
same to be published for a limited time for the general information of all, 
and also judge of the propriety of furnishing each proper officer at the 
port.s of entry in this Htate with a copy of the law, that none may plead 
ignorance, the law be respected, and our people remain uncorrupk~d. 

I remain, sir, &c. 

P. S.-It might be mentioned that it would be extremely diffi('ult, if 
at all practicable, to find eit.her the imported master of vessels, or to 
recover the expense attending any act of a justice under the law. 

A. D. 
*Page 328, Collection of Laws. 

Aw. DUNSCOMB TO LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR WOOD. 

In reply to t.he cOlllmuni('ation you made to me yesterday, I have to 
obs£'rve that orders had been given by the Committee of the Hall on 
TueHrlay la-'lt tor the burial of the man who died on Monday night at 
the allch()~e ground, hut that throu~h the inattention of those whilSt' 
duty it Wll..'1 it was not done until Wedn&ldI\Y. 

I have also to inform you that I cOlllllluniC'at<'d to the ('oll1mith.'C the 
desires of the Ex()cutive relath'e to the permitting those belonging to tIll' 
vessels under quarantine to go on shore, and was told that if done, it 
mUHt have been by stealth. The officer is strictly enjoined to obser\"t~ 
the orders given in writing, one of which does pointedly forbid t.he prh'i
lege to any hut the guard, and the necel>8ary 8uppliel> are dirt'Ch>d to bt:
sent hy them. 

I am, &c. 
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W M. PRICE TO A. DUNSCOMB, ESQ. 

From the number of applications which have been made to me by the 
captains of the patrols of my battalion, to procure for them a house to 
confine vagrants and disorderly persons which they may take up in the 
t"Ourse of the night, in order that they may be brought to justice the 
next moming. 

I now solicit your aid (being the proper person) in that business, for 
a house of that kind I conceive to be absolutely necessary from the 
number of disorderly persons which this place is infested with. 

[pon application to the GO\'emor, I have not the least doubt the old 
priBOn under the hill might be obtained, which would answer exceedingly 
well. If you succeed, I will use my best endeavors to have constant and 
well-regulated patrols kept up by the militia under my command. 

I am, &c. 

JNO. HAMILTON TO THE GOVERNOR. 
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1795. 
Sept. 20, 

Richmond 

I have several. times had occasion to trouble your Excellency on the Sept. 24, 

Bubject of vessels coming down from Baltimore and arming in the waters B~?~OI&n_ 
of the Chesapeake as Privateers in contravention to the regUlations pro- 8ul'8 Office 

mull!3ted by the President. of the United States to prevent illegal equip-
nwnUt. 

I must again solicit your attention on that head, as I have just received 
information, the correctness of which it is not allowed· me to doubt, from 
Baltimore of the sailing from thence ahout tcn days ago of a vellSel in 
en'ry respect equipped as a Privateer save in the article of Guns, which 
it is intended to put on board her in some part of this Bay, and that 
three Nimilar vesHels, with like views, are about this time rcady to come 
down for the same purpose. AR by such means the Proclamation of the 
President of the Uniteq States is contravened, and the before-mentioned 
l'l'gulations are eluded, I must beg leave to request that your Excellency 
will be pleMed to give such directions as to yon may seem proper to t.he 
officers of the militia of thil'! State, and which may sen'e to prevl:'nt any 
\;ulation of the strict Neutrality to be observed therein by the illegal 
f.'(juipment of any vessels as Privateers in a.ny of the waters thereto 
appertaining. 

I have, &c. 

YEMo.-The Books and Laws printed in Philadelphia. are arrived. I 
have det!ired Mr. Lester to send them to the Capitol-get an order for 
payment of Freight, Drayage, and Storage, &c. 

Digitized by Coogle 



300 

1795. 
Sept. 24, 
Tl't!88ury 

OALENDAR OF STATE PAPERS. 

J. AMBLBR TO TUB GOVBRNOR. 

I beg leave to lay before the Honorable Board for direction, copies of 
a letter and receipt which this day came addressed to me from the Treas
urer of the United Stares. 

I cannot of myself with-propriety sign a receipt expressing that the 
sum therein mentioned is the balance due on a settlement, of which 1IDt
tlement I am entirely ignorant, nor will the Law, I think, justify me in 
admitting drafts into this office in lieu of money unless sanctioned by 
superior authority. 

I am,&c., 

SIR: 
The Secretary of War having i!!8ued a warrant for 28,622 84 cents, 

which is directed to be tlllnsmitted to you, you will fin~ that amount 
enclosed in sundry drafts in your favor as p'r I..ist below. I ha,ve, thel'l'
fore, to l'(lquest you will sign the enclosed Receipt of the accountant of 
the War Department and forward it to me by earliest opportunity. 

I am, &c., 
Signed: SAM'L MEREDITH, 

Treas'r U. States. 
To J. Ambler. 

No. 7101, draft on D. Harris, Esq., Baltimore, -
7102, E. Carrington, Esq., Richmond, -
7103, J. M. C. Lingar, Esq., George Town, 
7104, W. Lindsay, Esq., ~orfolk, -
7105, W. Heth, Esq., B. Hundred, 
7106, L. Muse, Esq., Tappahannock, 
7107, Jno. Fitzgerald, Esq., Alexandria, 

Copy. 

- • 4,422 84 
1,000 00 
1,500 00 
8,200 00 
1,000 00 
1,500 00 

11,000 00 

828,622 S4 

Received -, 1795, from William Simmons, Accountant of Department 
of War, through the hands of Samuel Meredith, Treasurer of the Unih,,<l 
States, the sum of Twenty-eight thousand six hundred and twenty-two 
dollars and eighty-four cents, in full of the balance appearing due the 
State of Virginia, on settlement of their account for the pay and subsis
tence of the Militia, Pay of the Scouts, ammunition furnished for their 
usc, and contingent expenscs in the proteetion of her Frontiers j also for 
pay and incidental expenses of the Milit.ia ordered to arrest a pri\·atA.'t.'f 
fitting out at SllIithfield in July, li94, and for the pay and 8ubsisu>llce 
of a detachment of ~Iilitia Artillery stationed at ~"'ort Nelsoll in 1;91. 
amI for which I have t1iJl;ncd duplicate receipts. 

Dolla1'8 2~,(j2~ ~4-HIO. G I 
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J. P. TO MR. BLAIR. 

Please to favor me with the 8um p'd by O. Gov't for printing our Laws 
in German language. 

RBPORT OF COMMITTEE TO EXAMINE TREASURER'S OFFICE. 

801 

1795. 
Sept. 24, 
Treasury 

The Treasurer being enjoined to close the Accounts of his Office on the Oct. 1 

30th day of September, annually, we the underwriters. (thereto appointed 
by the Executive at the request of the Treasurer), repaired to the Treasury 
on the morning of the .'irst of October, in order to ascertain the amount 
of Yoney: Tobacco and other facilities actually in the Treasury received 
on public account,. and constituting the balance due therefrom on the 
30th of September, 1795. 

Having examined and carefully counted and weighed the money, we 
find it amounts to Eighty-six thousand six hundred and thirty four Dol
lars and sixty-nine Cents-part of which, viz: the sum of Eleven thous
and three hundred and sixty dollars thirty-three cents belonging to the 
aggregate fund, is reserved as the Law directs for the discharge of aggre
gate fund Warrants. 

We find also Tobacco Notes in the Treasury received on public account 
sinc.e the last sale, viz: for 37 hhds, Quantity 40,514 lbs. of crop, and 
1,203 lbs. nett Transfer, which at the rate received by Law amount to 
One thousand seven hundred and forty-eight dollarS and forty-eight cents. 

We find also Indents to the amount of Twenty-nine dollars and forty 
rents, and of one for forty, money to the amount. of one hundred and 
seventy-six dollars, which han been paid into the Treasury ill discount 
for certain Taxes as the Law directs. 

Examined and Certified. 

Treasury of the 1st of October, 1795. 

Bag ~o. 1, 800 Crowns, 
Rag No.2, 1,133 Half Crowns, -
Bag No.3, 800 Crowns, 
Bag No.4, 800 Crowns, 
Bag No.5, 1,000 Crolflls, -
Bag :So. 6, 1,000 Crowns, -
Bag No.7, 900 Crowns, 
Bag No.8, 
Bag No.9, 
Bag No. 10, 

EDMUND HARRISOX, 

CARTER BRAXTON. 

-. 88000 
62.=) 90 
88000 
880 00 

1,100 00 
1,100 00 

99000 
1,215 00 
1,000 00 

1,000 00 G I 
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Bag No. 11, 
Bag No. 12, 
Bag No. 13, 
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Bag No. 14,465 Crowns, -
Bag No. 15, 
Bag No. 16, 
Bag Xo. 17, 
Bag No. 18, 
Bag Xo. 19, 
Bag Xo. 20, 
Bag No. 21, Bank Notes, -
Bag Xo. 22, Collection Tappahannock, 
English and Portugal Gold, 1.5H) oz., 1 dwt., 5 gr., 
French and Rpaniflh nold, 1,141 oz., 11 dwt., 3 gr" -

Eight parcels Half Dimes, equal to -

Add 1 M Cents, 

,V. TRUE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

1,000 00 
1,000 00 
1,000 00 

511 61 
5i6 .55 
500 00 
liX 00 
10!) 00 
311 00 
238 iO 

21,13,1) 29 
3,000 00 

27,005 !il 
19,998 06 

886,230 6:l 
400 00 

886,630 62 
10 00 

886,640 62 

Od. 2, Having Ilone throul(h and com pleated the records and palK'fS belon~-
Lund Oftice iug to that part of thifol office called the Northern Neck, or lat«.· Proprit>

tor'H office, agret'.able to a ReKolution of the Gen'l A~Remhly, pas!lt'd the 
22nl1 of December last, must heg lea\'!l (in order to compleat the other 
pll.rt (If, the hUKinesK) to lay before the Executive the said ReKolution, 
and request that the work may he imputed and finch compl'nl'lStion 
allowed .a.~ may be thought deserving. 

Oct. 3, 
Richmond 

Your mOKt obed't 8ervant . 

• TNO. HOPKINS TO .TAMBS WOOD, IJT.-GOVERNOR. 

I am rCllucRted to purchase for account of JarnaK \Vatson, F&l'r, of 
Xew York, ahout Fh'e Hundred Thousand acres of Land Warrants, fi)r 
the payment of which I have hill!! on New York, hut these bills cannot 
be immediately llispo!o1ed of. I han', therefore, to request pennistlion to 
take out t111'!-\e wnrmntA upon making an ample depofolit to pay for thl'm 
in a rrosonab)(~ time. The depo8it will conllist in l\lilitalX CertifiCftet4 of 
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this State and in the several species of stoc!t of the United States, and 
in all cases the deposit shall ~xceed the amount in value. 

I have, &c. 

THOS. NEWTON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

I have now the pleasure to inform you that very few are sick here, and 
I am of opinion the town never was more in health of a fa.ll than at 
l,resent. 

A "essel arrived from New York, the crew in health: the reports from 
there are alamling, but suppose exap;erated. I should be glad to know 
whether they are to perform a quarnntine of a few days or not; as they 
are not comprehended in the proclamation, I am at a loss how to proceed. 

Your advice will oblige me much . 
. I am, &e. 

At a Court held at the Court House for the County of Princess Anne, 
the 5th day of October, 1795, in the 20th year of the Commonweelth of 
rirginia-James Blamise and James Dawley are recummended as pro-· 
per persons, one of whom to he appointed Sheriff in the room of Thos. 
Wishart, Ju'r, who failed to give security. 

R. QUARLES TO THE GOVERNOR. 
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Oct. 3. 
Norfolk 

Oct. 3 

Inclosed I send the ul;ualquark'rly return of military t!tore8 under my .Oct.5: 
direction. The Honorable Board will observe that there is still a con- Pomtofl'orlr 

siderable number of the military stores which were Lent to the Conti-
nent tha.t are not yet returncd. 

I ha"e Major Langham's promise that his exertions 8hall be uSl'd in 
forwarding them, but he apprehendA that many of thelll are irn'cover
ably lost. At! soon as I have ohtained as lllany us the commi8sury of 
~Iilitary Htores can command, I will trant!mit a. statement thereof to the 
Board. 

I wish to remark that the EX(lcuti\'e have heretofore granted ratiuns to 
~Iid. Jordan (a. soldier at the arsenal), and likewise to hh~ wife and 
daughter. The said Jordan is now becoming too old and infirm to dis
charge th~ duties of a soldier, -and under the circunl!~tances, I wish the 
ad\'ice of the Exccuth·e. The man hat! been an old and, I believe, a 
faithful soldier in the American Hevolution, in the cause of which he 
received a number of wounds. 

I am, &c. 
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R. QUARLES TO THE GOVERNOR. 

I have to solicit YOUt Excellency's recurrence to my former applica
tion to the Honorable Board respecting an increase of the salary of my 
office. I state no new pretentions on this occaHion, having fully· exhih
ited them in my former letter, nor would I trouble the Hon. Board with 
this Petition were it not from an apprehension that my former applica
tions have not commanded their attention. Under a reliance that the 
Hon'ble Board are sufficiently acquainted with the fatigue and confine
ment attendant on my office to determine at first view that my services 
are at least equal to a captaincy under the Congressional establishment, 
I trust they will direct that my pay and emoluments he made equal also. 

I have, &c . 

. 
JOHN HAMILTON TO JAMES WOOD, LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your very polite favors of the 
2fSth ultimo and the 1st current, the last of which informs me that the 

. Council of Stat.e are of opinion that the orders heretofore gi"en to the 
commandants of the Militia, in conformity to the regulations laid down 
by the President of the Unit.ed States, are fully adequate to pre,·ent the 
illegal equipment in the waters of this State of any veEtsels of the descrip
tion of those pointed out in my letter to the Governor of the 24th ultimo. 
I need, therefore, only express my hopes that no vigilance will he want
ing on the part of officers of the militia, in the carrying into execution 
those orders when circumstances require it. 

The clandestine measures made use of by the pe~ons concenled in 
the Baltimore vessels alluded to, have hitherto frustrated any endeayors 
to a..'lccrtain thc places where they propO!'IC to take their guns on hoard. 
As soon as I am furnished with sufficient information on that subjC<'t I 
shall not fail to communicate it to thc Executh'c of this State, with a 
reliance that the proper steps will be taken to prevent their purpose.'! 
from being effected. 

I ha.\"e~ &c. 

J. AMBLER TO THE GOVERNOR. 

There are in the Treasury 37 hhd8. of Crop, and about 1,200 weight of 
Transfer Tobacco, which have been received in part of the old arrea~l'~ 
of Taxes. Some of the notes are growing out of date, and there is little 
prospect of our receiving soon a qua.ntity sufficient to justify incurring 
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the expense of a public sale. I therefore beg lpAve to suggest to the 
Honorable Boon! whether it ~illllot be advisable to dispose of this small 
quantity of Tobacco at private sale on the bEllit terms that can be pro
cul'l'll for it: to be paid for either in specie or aggregate fund warrants. 

I am, &c. 

Aw. DUNSCOMB TO TIIB LIBUTENANT-GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL. 

The inclosed letter was just handed to me from the Committee of the 
Common Hall. As I concur in opinion with them you will be pleased 
to lay the same before the Council, thl\t their opinion may he ascertained. 
I should have waited on you in person, but am confined to the house 
with a bad cold in my bones. 

I am, &c. 

RWHMOND, Oct. 6th, 1795. 
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1795. 
Oct. 6, 

Treasury 

Oct. 6, 
Richmond 

The Committee agreeable to the orders of the Lieutenant-Governor, Oct. 6 

have lriv~n orders to the officers commanding the Guard ship to let all 
Vl":!Se18 from Norfolk proceed up to Rockets or Manchester without delay, 
hut the Committee think it necessary that the Guard should still continue 
to tltup all vesse18 from New York to this place, as they find by the 
Enquiries they have made, that the fever still rages in that city. Bya 
llrivate letter from a Gentlemen to his brother who is now in this Town 
we are informed, that on the 26th of Sept., 31 persons died; we observe 
IIlso that by the report of the Committee of Health of New York as pub-
lishl-d in the Philadelphia paper~, that on the 27th, twenty-seven persons 
dil-d, and on the 28th, 31 died. We also arc inforn)cd by a p~senger on 
l)(Y.lrd a vCHscl from New York now performing Quarantine, that the dis-
order had not abated when he left that place 12 days 8inc~. 

We are, &c. 

\VM. RICHARDSON, 

JACOB I. CoHEN. 

A statement of sundry services performed hy the Re~ister of the Land Oct. 16 

Office under a Resolution of the Gen'l ASl!cmbly paBi:ied the 22nd of 
Dcc:ember, 1794, Together with his supposed value of the work, Includ-
ing his attention to the examination, &c.: 

To the Transcribing and Examining a Hecord of conveyances 
from the late Lord Proprietors to Individuals from the year 
1694 to 1700, containing 240 pages of uncommonly bad 
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writing. In consequence of copying the courses: distances, 
and dates at length, it took 321 pages of the largest size 
paper, - 112.5 00 

To COlD paring the General Alphabet with the different con
veyances (being upwards of 80(0), corl"L'Cting and adding 
the quantity of acres to each name. In order to make this 
examination, the conveyances contained in twenty-three 
large Books were severally refprred to, 120 00 

To copying the same into a well-hound Book, including three 
other Alphabet.H (belonging to the Rccords compleated since 
the removal of the above-mentioned Book!! into this office), 
and Examining the same, -

To making an Alphabet to each of the above-mentioned twenty
three Books separately and examining them, 

To attending and directing the Binding and repairing the 
above-mentioned Books, 

95 00 

8000 

3.5 00 

OCTOBER, 179.5. 

We, the committee appointed to examine the extra services perfonul.'d 
by the Register of the Land Office in pursuance of a Resolution of the 
last A88embly, have examined and compared the same with the within 
charges, and think them reasonable. 

HARDIN BURNI,!':\", 

CARTER BRAXTOX. 

PETERBBt;RG. October 8Otll, 1795. 

Received into my custody from the hands of David Organ, as Agent 
of this State, the body of Mathew Gordon alias Goodwing, a fugiti\'e 
from Justice, as per State warrant. 

RICH'~ KurMAN, Scrg't T. P. 

HF..L'TOR MeN ElL. 

ALEXANDER \VELLS TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Nov. 2, Impf:llled by a sense of the indi~nities that have been offered to the 
Ohio County Government under which I am protected, and every good citizen, I feel 

in a measure constrained to pn'Hent this address to your Excellency, in 
hope that these grief:!, which we 80 Mensibly feel, may be removed. It is 
with the greatest pleasure that I can a88ure your Excellency, that when 
Riot and Misrule prevailed in this Western country that men of any 
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degree of good character or understanding were not found among them, 1795. 

and that the number of such was much larger than might be expected. OhroO~!~ty 
We were then the suffering objects of compassion; our feelings as men 
of dclicacy were insulted; our lives. our property, were the first victims 
that were to become a sacrifice to this enraged, unruly Monster. But 
thanks be to the Great Director of all Events, by the "igorou8 exertions 
of our Government, we have been delivered from those fears, in part. 
For what do we now see? Do we not see men who has issued their most 
pointed thrcats against individuals for their attachment to order and 
good rule, and marking their persons and property as the first victims of 
their fury and revenge, sitting as Judges in our Courts of Justice, and 
brandishing the Military sword of power over our heads, and judging 
and commanding the men that were obnoxious to them for their attach-
ment to Government-by the authority of that Government they have 
contemned and despised I 

What hope can there be, should the like tumult be again about to take 
place, for any opposition to he made by the internal powers of these 
counties, while the power of the sword, or any part of that power, is in 
the hands of avowed insurgents, 01" how will any citizen dare to give 
infomlation of any attempU;l of the kind-while it may be with propriety 
said that the insurgent streaks and the good citizen sneaks; while the 
insurgent is dignified with the offices of the county, hoth civil and mili
tary, and these men who have been most pointedly ohnoxious to them 
must obey their commands and abide hy their decision. Good sir, these 
things ought not to be so. It may be said that t.here has none been found 
guilty in this State. How t.hey have escaped the punishment of the 
Civil Law we cannot tell. But their actual guilt is too well known to U8 

to need either {'vidence or discussion. We therefore humhly hope your 
Excellency will remove al1 such from all offices of power or trust in these 
counties, as we who have distinguished ourselves as their opposers are 
not safe in our persons or properties, setting aside the disagreeable sen
sations it produces in our fL>elings. But above all the rest, Wm. McThenley 
and Wm. Hutherland, these men being natural1y overbearing and insult
ing, and at al1 times scarcely sufferable, but under the present circum
stances most intolerable. 

The facts aI1I8Crted need no illqstration of argument, or helps from 
evidence; they are notoriously known. The conRequences attending 
every one who will give themselves the trouble to suggest themselves in 
our case will naturally feel the force of our complaint. I speak in the 
plural tense, for it is not the complaint of one but many. Altho'I have 
ventured tG adoress your Excellency in my own person, yet if necessary 
ev~ry one who felt their insults will express themselves in the same 
manner if required. Mr. Wells, a member from this county, can perhaps 
gh'e some further intelligence, if required. 

I remain, &c. 
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The Committee appointed to examine the A uditor's accounts from tile 
1st of January to the 1st of April, 1791), have examined and comparffi 
the warmnts il.'lSued with the vouchers, and find them to be correct. 

HARDIN BURNI,EY. 

CART)O~ BRAXTON. 

EDMUND HARRISON. 

THos. NEWTON TO THB GOVBRNOR. 

By accounts from N. York, and the vessels which arri\'e from the We8t 
Indies being generally healthy, tog~tl)(lr with the advanced season of thl' 

- year, I apprehend there can be no danger of infection from the late pre
vailing fever bein~ brought into this State, II.nd that the look-out boat 
may now he safely discharged. Should your Excellency be of opinion 
that she may, be pleased to write Mr. Theo. Blanchard, who \\ill ha\'e it 
done, Il8 I shall be on my way to the Assembly. 

I allh &c. 

Captain Holloway ha.~ put into a Commit.tee room in the Capitol sixty
five muskets, fifty-nine Bayonets, a.nd sixt.y-two Cartrid~e Boxes~ which 
had. been drawn by Major William Price, who then commanded the 
Company. 

These arms and accoutrements are pla.<'cd in the care of the K('(!llt'r uf 
the Capitol, until the pleasure of the ~~xecutive is known with l'L'8pect. tu 
them. 

.sAMUEL COU!MAN. 

Ih('Hl\fOXn, Sor. 5, '!};;. 

The balance of the arms delin!r("} Major Wm. Price are now in thl' 
c.are of Capt.. Holloway, ready to II(' deli,·('red. 

THOS. NEWTON TO THE GOVBRNOR. 

Since writing your Excellmwy of the am, a '·es.. .. el is arri\'ed from 
Martinique with an infe('tious dil:lcll."!e, whieh I have directed to pcrfilrnl 
a quarantinc of 20 days. The ('a.pt. is dt'ad and thl' crew all sick. 

Capt. Baret., who attendlol the <fr, litH! dircctions to ilce it }I~perly per
forme.), a.nd I have dirt!ett'd all Jl(l('l.'l'IHary supplies. This YCRilel i~ n 
British Bottom ealled t.he Bet~l'Y, or ('apt. ~hayR, which I ha\'e duly 
publifollwu to prcvent any persons ~()ill!-! on hoard. 

From tilis circumstance I think a dil.-lcrctionary po~ s11ou14 be left 
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to Q'r to oblige vessels infected to lie some days. I have informed Mr. 
Thos. Blanchard to attend in my absence, and in a few days I hope to 
sec y'r Excellency and give you a full account of all things necessary in 
this case. 

And am, &c. 

W. H. CAVENDISH AND THOS. LEWIS TO THE GOVERNOR. 
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1795. 
Nov. 5, 

Norfolk 

As we feel some degree of anxiety for the payment of the militia sta.- Nov. 7 

tioned in the Counties of Greenbrier and Kanawha in the years 1793 
and '94, it is with some regret we learn from Gen'l Tate that Instructions 
are given him which, if strictly adhered to, will produce great embar-
rassment in settling the claims of those penlOns who have given credit 
to those soldiers in expectation of receiving their demand out of those 
soldiers. 

As we are in some degree acquainted wit.h the circumstances of Trans
actions in these parts, permit us to lay a statement thereof before you. 
The soldier gives an order to the Creditor on the paymaster for the sum 
due, amounting some time to part, some time to the whole of the pay 
due him; as there is no prescript form for drawing these orders, no uni
form mode has been observed in this respect, nor can the paymaster 
from the order know whether it be genuine or not; to supply this defect 
we directed the holders to get these orders proved before a magistrate by 
some person who saw the giver of such order acknowledge the justice of 
it. This, we think, will in some degree obviate the inconvenience, but 
another arises which can by no means be so rectified as to enable the 
paymaster to judge with precision, and in which he must act from the 
information of others. The case we mean is that the soldiers employed 
were at the several periods of their services dismissed without any dis
charge being given them. They are now generally dispersed into various 
Stll.tea and Counties, so that requiring the claimant to produce a dis
charge of the person under whom he claims will be little less than a 
denial of payment, and even admitting a discharge had been given them, 
it could not answer any purpose where the money due the soldier is the 
property of sundry claimants. 

As we understand, the Executive are minded to reconsider this busi
nes.'l. and if proper to extend the discretionary power of the paymaster 
in admitting claims which may appear to be Equitable, tho' not strictly 
conformable, to the wishes of Government. We have taken tlle liberty 
to sugge8t these hints, and to l\88ure you, Sir, that unless such latitude is 
aHowed, tht' greater parlof those who have made advances to the SolOiers 
will lose their monies. 

We are, &c. 
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ARRIVALS SISCE OCT. 31sT, 1795. 

Sloop Brothers from Philadelphia, out 8 days; all well. Sloop Broth
ers' Adventur from Bermuda, out 12 days; all well. Schooner Oliver 
from Boston; out 10 Days; all well. Ship Martin from Liverpool, out 
54 days; all well. Sloop Melriver from Philadelphia, out 3 Days; all 
well. Ship Jane from Burdon, out 51 days; all well. Sloop Betsey 
from Martinick, out 25 days; the Capt. Dead and another of the men 
sick. Brought her to Quarantine in the bit of Craney Island. 

JOliN BARRET. 
No\,. 7th, 1795 . 

• J OHN HAMILTON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Nov. 8, I am sorry to have occaaion again to trouble your Exccllency in regard 
Brft~~o~n_ to the vessels arriving as prh'ateers in the waters of the Chesapeake. but 
suI's Office the present instance is too glaring to be passed aver. A small schooner, 

purchased by a Frenchman, was cleared out at the Customhouse in this 
town as French property, and her register being delivered up to the Col
lector, she proceeded to Mobjack Bay, where she now lies. For several 
days pllAsed a Pilot Boat has ooen attending upon her, by which means 
she has been supplied with four or six carriage ~uns. 

It may also be necessary to mention t.hat II. party of Frenchmen were 
heating up here for volunteers to man the aforesaid vessel. I am, there
foTt\ to request that your Excellcncy will be pleused to take pruper steps 
to prevent her from sailing. 

I have, &c. 

MATHEW NEAL TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Nov. 10, A late step of the purchaseT!! of the Manor induccs me for and on 
FauquierCo. hehalf of the tenants of that part of the Manor lying in Fauquier ('Qunty 

to apply to your Excellency for infonuation and advice in an affa.ir of 
Imch apparent consequence. Advertisements, of which the inclosed is 11 

copy, are posted up in every public place, and the Collector, William 
Clarkson, has rcc"ntly proce('ded to the collection and hegan to diFtmin. 
Your Excellcncy's opinion of, nnd advil.'c in this momentous bUflineRS. i~ 
mORt earnestly wished for and will be most thankfully received. 

I am, &c. 
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O<..'TOBER CoURT, 1795. 
Fauquier Oounty, to wit: 

A Bond from Charles Marshall, attorney in fact for John Marshan, 
Charles Marshall, Martin Pickett, and Septimus Norris to the GovenlOr, 
was acknowledged by the said Charles Marshall. attorney in fact for John 
~larshal1, Charles Marshall, Martin Pickett, and Septimus Norris, to he 
their act and deed, a.nd ordered to be recorded. The said bond is <..'Ondi
Honed for the fa.ithful collection of the rents in that part of the Manor 
of Leeds lying in Fauquier. 

A copy: 
F. BROOKE, C. C. 
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1795. 
Nov. 10 

The subl:lcriber having, agreeable to the Act of Assembly, entered into Nov. 10 

Bond, with security for the faithful collection of the rents in that part of 
the Manor of Leedl:llying in }i~auquier OOUnty, gives this publick notice 
ro all those in arrears, that the collector, Wm. Clarkson, has directiollf! to 
proceed immediately to the collection. It is Jllost earnestly hoped the 
tenants will niake immediate provision, and save the collector the pain-
ful necessity of distmining. 

CHA'ltLES MARSHALL. 

October 3Otb, 1795. 

WK. REYNOLDS TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Enclosed you will receive a copy of a letter from the collector at 
Norfolk to me, informing of a privateer fitting out in my district. In 
conl!eQ.uenee of which I ha\'e made inquiry and am told there is a 
schooner in Severn River, mounting 14 Guns, commanded and manned 
by French citizens. By a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury of 
4th of August, 1793, written by direction of the President of the enited 
States, I am ordered if any occur within my District, to acquaint your 
Excellency of the same. 

I am, &c. 

NORFOLK, Collector's O.ffire, Nov. 7th, 1795. 

Sir: 
Information has been lodged with me that there is a privateer fitting 

out in lfobjack Bay. As the cutter is at prCtlent Unfit for duty, and 
~Iobjack Bay is within your District, I have thought it proper to lodge 
this intelligence with you. 

I am, &c. 
WM. Ll:'m.~AY, Coil. 

No\·. ]2, 
Yorktown 
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H. YOUNG TO TUB GOVBRSOIL. 

I acknowledge the receipt of your Ca\'or of the 11th, rogeLher with ~lr. 
Hamilton's to you of the 8th instant. I shall immediately repair to the 
bay, and if it is in my power will pre\'ent schooner from sailing. It 
may not be amiss to obeerve to your Excellency, that there is not a man 
either in llathews or Gloucester, armed. and if they had arms, from the 
last return they are totally destitute of ammunition. I acknowledge 
myself under considerable embarrassmenl To embody men without 
anus or ammunition to put into their hands, appears to me to he doing 
nothing. However, your Excellency may depend that e\'ery f>xertion in 
my power s~all be used to carry the order of the Executi\'e in effl'Ct. 

I ha\'e, &c. 

LBVI lIORGAS TO TUB GOVBRNOR. 

Nov, 1-1, llay it please your Excellency, thinking as I do that every attempt 
llorgantown made against the Government, or the particular interest of any of my 

fellow-citizens should be attended to, and the person or persons who 
would dare to he guilty in either case ought to be punished agreeably to 
their demerit. rnder these impres.~ions. I am ronstrained as an officer 
and a citizen (who hath been honored with your confidence,) to inform 
you 8ir, that when I was on my way home from escorting the Indian 
prisoners, I met with two men who Ih'e in Mason County in the State of 
Kentucky, on the Ohio near a place called Limestone, who told me they 
were on their way to the Indian Country to steal horses from the Indians. 
I stro\'e to dissuade them from it, telling them we and the Indians had 
now made pt>a<:e, and a conduct like that they were about to engage in. 
might irritate the Indians, and likely pro\'oke them to distre&! some hell)
less familil's on the frontiers, but they persillted and went on, and befon' 
I left that country which was two to three weeks after, (ha\'ing taken sick 
and detained there) I saw one of the same two men, who then told me 
they had takl'n off three of the Indians. valuable horses, two of which 
th('), got into KE'ntul'ky and sold them: and thE'y had pushed up the riYer 
until the allarm (if any should be made) was oyer. The men's names 
are Alexander Buchanan and I think Charles &hoolcraft, both inhahi
tants of )[ason County. I don't suppo!'e that Yirginia can punish them. 
and brin~ a ~tranJ.!l>r to the Officers of the GenenU Government, as nh.n 
to tho~e of Kentucky. I h8,-e taken thl'liberty to state this busint.>s8 ttl 
:you not doubting but you'll make t.he propt>r use of it. 

I han .. &c. 
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GEO. CLENDENIN TO THE GOVERNOR. 

These comes to acknowledge your Excellency's letter which men- ,171l5. 

lioned that you had received my letter giving information that 1 had ~~~~!'co. 
onlered out six scouts for the protection of Kanawha the preBent year, 
and that on the receipt of your letter I Watl ordered thereby to dis-
charge th08e I had ordered, telling me at the same time you had wrote 
to ('010. Lewis to appoint others; that from his situation in the county 
(or words to that effect) he was more competant to s'd appointment. 

This polite favor of yours I received on the fifth day of last month, two 
da~'s after I had ordered such of them as were in my reac1;J to be discharged. 

Colo. Lewis, Sir, attended the Treaty with the Indians, I presume, ad 

well to satisfy himself as to the validity of the Treaty as to recover such 
prisoners and other property as had been taken from the county that 
might be given up agreeable to the articles of the expected Treaty. This 
fav'r, as above mentioned, I fortunately received in presence of sundry 
rt'l-lpectable characters, which can justify me in not having most promptly 
olleyed them. Howe\-er, had I receiVl.-d them in due time, and had 
Colo. Lewis been at home, I query if he had been 1'\0 very officious; but 
let that be as it may, the curious may easily satisfy themselves, as he 
will shortly be in Richmond. 

But as I always was of a condescending nature, and a wink is a.<! good 
to a blind horse as a nod, I have" herewith enclosed you the commi8sion 
under which I have acted since I lived in this county in a military capa
city, and trust you will most cordially receive it, wax and all, and so 
dispose thereof as may be most conducive of the happiness of the cit-i
zefltl and the pu blic good. 

For my part it is an office I never solicited, and have found it both 
unthankful and unprofitable, having never received a singlE' Farthing 
from the public coffers, but on the contrary, have for the protection and 
:>uuport of my country expended many hundred pounds, which the 
puhlic hM'e shewed very little or no disposition to refund. 

Therefore, having the unspeakable Happiness of seeing my Country 
onee 1Il0re in a peaceahle situation. can with great cheerfulness with
draw my~lf from those public officl's as only serve to give the most 
Ext~llIe trouble and concern without the least shadow of recolllpence. 

You will herewith find enclo~ed a cert.ifieak' of the names and HUle of 
:;cf\-ice of Four of the Scouts that 8crved the present yt'ar. The time of 
loer\-ice of the other two I cannot tell. However, perhaps Colo. Lewis 
can, &8 in all probability Captain Cooper informed him, a.o; he had the 
onlt'ring of them. But whether he knows or not, 1 will be shortly 
informed, and as soon as I have made 80me dometitick arrangements 
will be in Richmond. 

I am, &c., 
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1795. 
Nov. 17, 

H.il,hmond 

THOS. NEWTON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

The enclosed letters will show your Excellency the situat,ion of the 
Sloop Betsey, now performing quarantine. In my opinion the Doctor's 
report is a convincing proof she ought yet to lie many days. I wrote 
Mr. Blanchard to continue her until your instructions could be sent 
down. This is the only instance that I have known of the yellow fever 
being brought in. 

Your Excellency will please inform me the result of your opinion that 
I may forward it. Every care was taken before I left Norfolk that neces
sary supplies should be forwarded by the look-out boat. 

I am, &c. 

The French have crossed the Rhine and pursuing their enemie!! to the 
interior of Germany. Bya vessel 48 days from London. 

BRITISH CoNSUL'S OFIo'IeE, Not'folk, 10th Nov., 1795. 
Sir: 

Nov. 17 It has been represented to me that the British Sloop Betsey iN per-
forming quarantine at Craney Island without being examined hy the 
officers appointed for that purpose. I am, therefore, to request that the 
necessary inquiries may be made as soon as possible relative to the 
health of the crew, in order that measures may be taken to assist them 
should they be found in a sickly situation. It may also be necessary for 
me to mention that the sloop is very leaky and otherwise in great distress. 

I am, &c., 
JOHN HAMILTON. 

Thomas Newton, Esq., &c., &c., &c. 

NORJo'OLK, 10th Noc'r, 1795. 
Sir: 

Nov. 17 The master of the Quarantine b()'\).t has reportt1d that the Captain 
and one of the Crew of the sloop Betsey have died on board of the 
infectiouB yellow fever, and that one man on board is now ill of the 
same disorder. The said sloop was therefore ordered to remain ncar 
Craney Itdand until such time as the Doctor appointed to examine her, 
should conceive that no inconvenience would he experienced from her 
beiJl~ permitted to come up. 

I expect a report of his opinion to-day, as he is gone down to the 
81001'. In the meantime the Quarantine Boat it! ordered to supply thl' 
people on board with every necessary Refreshment, Provisions, or ~It.'tli

cines they may be in want of. 

I am, &c., 
T. B. 

John Hamilton, Esq., &c., &c., &c. 
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Not,. 10, 1795. 
Sir: 

I have examined the people on board the Sloop Betsey, from Marti-
They are all except one m en ill (1 
with the yel is now reeo pable of 

g about. Ther bt existing in I that the 
and Superca ied of the yell s makes 
sary that the be purififfi er being 

admitted to come up. I ha\'e given the commander instructioll!! for that 
purpose. After this precaution, as the weather is cool, it appears to me 
there will not be the smallest risk in permitting the Sloop to collie up in 
the course of three or four days. 

WM. B. SEI.DK~. 
'3uperintenden e. 

JOHN TO THE GOVE 

·315 

1795. 
Nov 

In the 7th section of the Act of Congress entitled an act for making Yov. 26 

further and m9re effectual provision for the protection of the frontiers of 
the United States, plU!sed in the year 1791, a Brigade Major is allowed in 
addition to hi!! pay in the line 24 dollars per month, and a Brigade Major 
under all the laws on the subject of regulating the militia in this country 

rank of Major may be thoug that he 
have the pay 0 he line; but if should 
k 80, I bear t of captain in Jay of a 

n above recited ars per month, CAptain 
rs; as to ratio the 8th and 9 the said 

law refers to other laws passed previous to that, which said laws I cannot 
obtain here; therefore I hope the ·Executive will have them examined, 
and see whether I am right in my account, which I have made out by 
l'l'Collection. The character I acted in will be considered either as aide
de-camp or Brigade Major. In either case, the additional pay is the 

I wish my cIa laid before th 'hatever 
titled to, that an order for. 

, &c. 

In the House of Senators, } 
THURSDAY, Norembe:r 26th, 1795. 

The House according to the order of the day, proceeded by joint bal- Nov. 26 

I t ,'th the House of D I the choice of " or Chief 
rate of this C.o for one year day of 
er next, accor onstitution of and the 
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members having prepared tickets with the name of the person to be 
appointed, and deposited the same in the ballot boxes. Mr. B. Temple, 
Mr. Eyre, Mr. Trigg, Mr. Richardson and Mr. Birchett were nominated a 
committee, to meet a committee from the House of Delegates in the Con
ferance Chamber, and jointly with them to examine the ballot boxes, and 
report to the House on whom the majority of the "otes should fall. 

The Committee then withdrew and after some time retumed into the 
House, and Mr. Temple reported that the committee had according to 
order. met a committee from the House of Delega.tes in the Conferanee 
Chamber, and jointly with them examined the hallot boxeI'1 and found a 
majority of ,'otC8 in favor of Robert Brooke, Esq'r. 

Teste: 
H. BROOKE, C. S. 

Henrico County, sc: 

I do certifie that I have this day·administered to His Ex'y, Robert 
Brooke, the oaths required by Law to be taken by the Chief Magistrate, 
and also the oath required by an Act of Congress. 

Certified under my hand the 1st day of Decemher, 1795. 

J. PElWLETON. 

WILLIAM HAY TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Agreeable to your request I have examined the account which Mr. 
Samuel Dobie hath exhibik.--d against the Commonwealth, attested hy 
his oath before Mr. DunscOlub, the 23rd of this month. 

I know of no claim which Mr. Dobie hath against the directors, ('xC'ept 
for the balance of his last contract for superintelldin~ and dirl'Cting till' 
execution of the stepH to the outside of the Capitol, and the IStair ('.a.~l·, 

the confrence and the other work done on the inside of the Capitol in the 
yean! 1793 and 1794, which halance amounts to nine pounds ten shillill~, 
and which I received for him when the final Flettlcment was made with 
the Auditor of Puhlic Accounts. On that day I eallec1 on Mr. Dobie that 
I was rendy to pay the Balance due him and requested him to call at my 
uffice to receive the money and pass a Receipt for the same. Mr. Dobil' 
ncver has called on me and I have neglected to carry the money to him. 
When Mr. Dobie pleascs 00 call on me for the £9.10 and l)!l.8S a receipt 
thcrefur, it will be in full of all demands which he hath against the Direc
tom, durin/-( the time I tran!!acted the Bl1sill(.'FlS for the Directors. 

~allll1cl Dobie in aoo't with the Dirl'Ctol'H-Dr. and Cr. 
179:t 

Ap'il 3U.-To Cash 1'. Rec't, - £ 7.0.0 
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June 14.-To Do. per Do., 
Aug. I.-To Do. per Do., 

" 27.-To Do. }ler Do., 
Sep. 2.-To Do. per Do., 
Dre. 24.-To Do. per Do., 

li95. 
Aug. 

SIR: 

By payment to the workmen digging the 
foundation for the steps, -

By 3 p. cent. on the following amounts, 
to-wit: 

John Collins' work: 
John Hart's Do., 
Michael's Do., 
l"amesCamey's Do., 
Charles Purcel's Do., 
George Winston Do., 
Alex'r KaYB, Do., 
Rich'd Voss, Do., 

£518.15.1 
380.02.4 
105.18.4 
571.04.0 
138.09.2 
289.06.6 

29.00.0 
84.00.0 

£2116.15.5 

.-To warrant for the Balance now in the 
hands of Will Hay to be paid to S. D. 
when called for, 

7.0.0 
14.0.0 
12.0.0 

4.3.0 
20.0.0 

9.10.0 

£10.3.0 

63.10.0 

£73.13.0 £73.13.0 

Indosed is the amount of balances due me for my services to the 
PuLlic as architect and surveyor of the Capitol, and from your known 
candor and love of Justice, induces me to beg the favor of you to present 
and gitt my account pa.'I8ed, that I may receive what is due to me from 
till' JH1hlic of so long ~tanding. . 

And the favor wi1l ever be gratefully acknowledged by your &c. 

SAMUJo:r, DOBrE. 
Hon. Robert Goode, Esq'r. 

NIti'. 2."Ird, 1795. 

I also \)egg the favour that i may ha\'e a receipt againt a bond of mine, 
paide to llr. T's Buchanan by Mr. Bmith Blakey, in part as he told me 
of his I!uscription for Building the Capitol. 

The hond was drawn for a hogshead and a half of Tobacco, I think 
in the year 17RO, and in the year 1782 I had paid to Mr. S. Blakey in 
articl('S he had of me, .£10, and the balance was settIt>d by Mr. James 
Buchanan, and charged to my account with the public as ~Ir. Wm. Bla
ke~' can testify. 
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I know of no receipt on the bond, and it is, or was last in the hand of 
Mr. Sam'l Paine; he says he does not know how he came by it) and woulll 
give it up if he could find it, knowing it of no account, but it is a matter 
of con!'lequence to me, as it may come against me with accumulated 
interest for the whole sum. 

Robert Goode, Esq'r, Acting Director in the Building the outside steps 
of the Capitol, Dr., To Samuel Dobie, by his promise to me, made for 
my directing and extra attendance on the workmen as the attested cer
tificate of the two witnesses he c.aIled on will shew; he agreed to pay me, 
s'd Dobie, forty dollars for the same if I could gitt any man to say I had 
a right to such extra pay, and on these terms being confident of my right. .. 
being supported, I immediately attended the works and aft~rwards 11;0t a 
certificate of my right signed by Mr. Edw'd Voss and \\i1lliam Giles, 
bricklayers. 
1793-Due to S. Dobie, as above, - - £12.00.0 

The State of Virginia to Samuel Dobie, Dr. 
By order of the Directors of the Public Buildings. 

On a disputed order of James Buchanan, - £10.00.0 
1790-For a plan of the Pediment Roof of the Capital, and 

directing the framing of Do., 15.00.0 
AlIt!O agreed with Esq'r Hay for my directing the building of 

the vaults under the Portico, to which Mr. Hay cal'd Mr. 
Dabney Minor to witness I was to have £30, 30.00.0 

1791-Jan'y 7th, of the above receh'ed in part, 
£55.00.0 

20.02.0 

Remains, - - £34.18.0 
Measurement being no part of duty in the above partial employ

ment to direct the work, it is but jist and right it should be 
paid for. }1'eb. Hth, by order of Wm. Hay, EHq'r, I measured 
the hrickwork of the vault under the portico. Amount of 
Ule Bricklayers' bill for the same was .£671.10.n, on the which 
one p. ct. for measuring is - 6.14.0 

And by order of Do. measured the }Iason work. in portico and 
General Court, the bill of which is £408.13.8, at 1 pro ct. is, 4.01.6 

Feb. 19, by order of Do. measured all the plaist.erers' work done 
in the Capital from the beginning to this date, and made out 
the bill and delivered it to Mr. Hay ~Ia.y 3rd. The amount 
was £.~63.15.2, and 1 p'r ct. for measuring, is .5.1:3.0 

NOT~:.-The above plaiMterin/!: was measured and the accounts 
made out !levern} times hefore the ahove by order and for the 
sath~fa<'tion of the director8, and I never had any pa.y for it 
from them or the plaisterer, as he was in debt. All the which 
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measurements the directors have a right to pay me for, as the 
plasterer was excused by them. 

1 iHt-Oct. 24th, by order of Do., mea.~ured the plaistering in 
the \'ault under the portico, and charge for Do., 0.12.0 

£51.18.6 
16.16.0 li9:~Jan'y Rth, received in part, 

Remains) - £35.02.6 

The ~tab~ of Virginia to Samuel Dobie, Dr. 
By order of the Directors of the Puhlic Buildings. 

For drawing plans to do the works by, and an estimate of the 
work to .let it by, and directing the workmen in the yean! 
179:~ and 1794 in building the stone steps and stairs, and 
finishing the conference-- . 

For the estimate. - - £ 6.00.0 
Amount of all the workmen'l! bill, £2,110.9.8; my 3 p'r ct. on 

same, 
For extra attendance on arches of steps agreed for, 

63.06.0 
12.00.0 

For measurement of 84,aRO hricks layed by Mr. Purcell, by 
order of Wm. Hay, Er«l'r, 2.00.0 

6.0 And by order of Do. measured the plaster of Dome, 

Received in part, -

Remains of the above, -
Brought. up, -

Err'1! Except'd, balance, 

('it~· of Richmond, ss: 

£83.12.0 
54.00.0 

- £29.12.0 
35.02.6 

- £64.14.6 

Samuel Dobie this day made oath before me that this accaunt as 
stated is just and true. 

Given under my hand this 23rd of November, 1795. 

Aw. Du.:-;scmlB, Mayor. 

~ir: 

As it is to you I Illust look for the payment of your engagement 
with me, for my directing and shewin~ the hrieklayen! how to turn the 
an'hes of the Capitol stepl!, inclosed in thil! you have my ace't ngairl1'!t 
you, and hope, as it is of so long standing, you'll sec cause to payor 
order to me IJayment without further application to you, as I want the 
money, and you know it is my just due. 

Sir, in complying with the above you'll much oblige, 

Your. &c., 
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SAMUEL DOBIE. 

Digitized by Coogle 



320 

1795. 
Nov. 28, 

Richmond 

Dec. -I, 
Richmond 

Dec. 5, 
Richmond 

CALENDAR OF STATE PAPERS. 

It appears that the Paymaster did not receive a copy of the pay 
abstract for Clendenin's company from the 25th of July to the end of 
the year '93, and of course cannot have drawn from the treasury the 
amount. I can't account for the omission. I send up a copy of that 
abstract, and the receipts taken from the Paymaster and Capt. Lewis for 
the vouchers delivered to them. These papers will be returned when 
the Executive have done with them. 

J. PENDLETON. 
Nov. 30, 1795. 

SUI'L COLEMAN TO THE GOVERNOR. 

It is respectfully submitted to the Executive whether any and what 
compensation shall be made to ~e for ms,king out a list of the oflict'~, 
non-commissioncd, and privates of the continental line, to whom a bounty 
in land has been granted, which list has been forwarded by Colonel 
Anderson to Philadelphia. for the information of the Secretary of War. 

This was a laborious picce of business, and, I humbly c.onccive, an 
extra. duty, for which I shall be thankful for proper compensation. 

I have. &c. 

J. PRYOR TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Agreeably to an order of Council authorizing the Treasurer to put into 
my hands for collection several drafts drawn by the Treasurer of the 
enited States in favor of the State of Virginia. viz't: One for Eleven 
thousand Dollars on John Fitzgerald, collector at Alexandria; another 
for fifteen hundred Dollars on James M. C. Lingan, collector at GPOrge 
Town; and a third for four thousand four hundred and twenty-two Dol
lars and eighty-four cents on Da,'id Harris, cashier of the Bank of dis
count, .&c., at Baltimore; and being furnished with those drafts with no 
other instructions than to procure as much s}ll.'Cic in payment M po&~i

hie, I proceeded with as mnch expedition as my ill state of health W()ultl 
then permit, calling lin and apprizing Colo. Fitzgerald of the Dnlft on 
him R8 J pa.~sed through Alexandria, requeHting his readiness to make· 
payment in spl.'Cie on my return. I also by letter acquainted Mr. Lin
gan of the Draft on him as I prussed throu~h (ieolJ.,lC Town, addin~ a 
like requctlt that payment in specie might be ready on my return. M)' 
arriving at Baltimore on Saturday evening t.oo late to do busines8 with 
the Bank, eompelled me to wait till the returning stage of Wedllesda,Y 
following. In the mean time I presented the Draft on Mr. Harris. rt'

questing specie in payment, but could not. obtain it, and was obliged tn 
receive Bank notes. On returning to George TOWIl, Mr. Lingan gave w(" 
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a check on the Bank of Columbia to the alllount of the Draft on him. 
That Bank refutlinJ( to pay Specie, I concluded to take Alexandria Bank 
notes. whieh I converted into Hpecie on prt'l'l(mting them at that Bank. 
Conllidering the magnitude of the Draft on Colonel Fitzgerald if paid in 
ililver, Gold not being to be had, would have been out of my power to 
hl\\'l' hrought down, and ullwilling to receive Bank notes, pre\'ailed with 
me to take drafts on merchants of this city at a few days' sight, thinking 
thereby to procure more specie in payment than I could have brought 
from Alexandria. A list of the Drafts are enclosed, togethcrwith the 
I'(>Ccipts of my deposits at the Treasury of the severd.1 payments, whieh 
will shew as much punctuality as was consistant with the difficulty of 
pnlCuring specie, which I insitd(.'<i on in every instance whcre it was to 
be had. Hoping that my tran8tl.Ction of this business may be sati8fac
tory to the Executive, 

I have. &c .. 

Drafts delivered to Major Pryor from the Treasury by order of the 
lIon'ble The Executive for collection-viz.: 

OUIl on John Fitzgerald, EHq'r, -
David Harris, Esq'r, 
J. ~1. C. Lingan, -

- 811,000 00 
4,422 ~4 
1,500 00 

816,922 84 
Received from Major Pryor: 

1 79:l. 
XU\·. 5.-The sum of, -

16.-The 8um of, -
18.-The sum of, -
19.-The.sum of, -

2S,30, 31.-The sum of, -

Treasury. E. E. 

:u ~ov'r, 1795. 

- $5,922 84 
1,108 00 
2,:~90 00 
1,500 00 
(i,002 00 
---- 16,!l22 H4 

II. YOUNG TO THE GOVEltNOR. 

821 

1795. 
Dec. 5, 

Ridlmond 

In obedience to your orders of the 11th of last month, I proceeded to Dec. 6 

l[athewt! county, where I could find no vesKel of the deKeription you 
mentioned. From Mathews I proceeded to Severn, in Gloucc8ter, where 
I found a schooner answering the de~crjption given you by Mr. Hamil-
ton. To use any means in my power to detain ·a vessel completely 
Clluiped for war would, I conjecture, be deemed an act of timerity rather 
than of prudence. I therefore, ill compliance with my best judgment, 
and by the advice of several of the heRt-informed officers of Gloucester, G I 
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concluded to adopt the circular instruct.ionl! dated 22nd Augullt, 1793; 
accordingly inlltructR-d Major Cary the day after my arrival to order t.he 
vessel to depart the waters of this f:)tate immediately, but bciure he could 
get down to where Elhe la.y IIhe had taken her departure, and waH out of 
sight. I n calm your )1~xcellency shouM lIeo fit to make further inquiry 
respecting the aforesaid vessel, I hlwe thought it adviKl\hle to inform you 
that on my arrival at Am·ern I procllrl'd a 1I00all row boat and went down 
the river oppollite where the sclwoncr lay. Hhe WlJ./oI in the middle of 
the river where I thought it a lllilt~ wide. I suppo!\ed her to be hetween 
60 and 70 tons burden; ahout three weeks before her departure, the num
ber of men on boarel was ahout HO. Thirty more were expech.'<l; sin('c 
which she has heen frequently attended by boats. ~Ir. I"tuhs, a citizell 
of Gloucester and a reputable man, was on boarel the privateer when a 
schooner arrived from Baltimore with ammunition and other war-likt, 
stores, which were taken on board. Barry, a Pilot from Baltimore, 
brought from thence a supply of men. 

The Achooner is avowedly a Privateer Rnd dillplays Frendl National 
colours. She is pearced for 12 guns, but has but to mounted, which are 
sixes. The Captain of the Schooner reilides at. PortlmlOuth, where he 
has a family. I could not learn whl'ther he ill a. Frenchman or not. 
Mr. Stubs thought him one. 

Your Excellency will please excuse Ole for acknowledgment. My 
embarrassment at re<'eiving orderll which in t.he nature of things can't 
be executed; for since the dayll of the freebooterl! ships of war han\ nnt 
been attacked by men in canoes nor then unmalllwd. I III\·e the Gov
ernment under which I live h('('all8e it makes me happy, anll I feel 
infinite mortification in not having it amply in my power to impose its 
laws. 

There is in Gloucellter a m08t excl'llent cOlllpany of Artillery. The 
officel'H are anxious to have two pit'cel! of eaunon, anel if furnished, pl'r
haps mij;(ht ft.nRWer a two-fold purposc: nl'l!t, to enahle the company to 
learn the l!x('rciKe whie-h can't he rlone without them; and secondly. to 

deter small vessclK from infm('t.in~ the lawlI. I COlleelVe it tn be hardly 
necessary to obl'erve to your I~x('ellency t.he propriety of arming two 
companies of Militia, one in OIoucl'l'lter, the other in ~(athcws. Thl>ir 
exposed sit.uation being so well und('l'Htoorl hy your EXl'ellency, it woulcl 
he folly in me to make any ohKen·ations to induce the measure. 

I am. &c. 

Gw. Tow:\" XO/'l'mher :J7th., 1795. 

Dec. 6 Agreeable to your ordel'l! delh·ered to me on Hunday, the 22d inst .• 
early the next morning I repaired t.o !-\m'ern mver. Ol~y arrh·~ tht~re 
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I found that the Schooner alluded to had sailed the day before about 11 
o'clock A. }I., and was entirely out of sight. 

It then only remains for me to give you ·information thereof, which 
should have been done immediately had not the post have left this before 
my return, and no other safe conveyance in the interim having offered. 

With respect I remain, etc. 

J. PRESTON AND OTHERS TO THE GOVERNOR •. 

823 

1795. 
Dec. 6 

We take the liberty of representing to you, not only the situation of Dec. 10 

a number of prisoners in the jail of the District of Washington, &c., 
but also that of William Harston, the Jailor. The prisoners were 
l'Olllmitted to the Jail early last summer, in order to be tried for capital 
offences at the ensuing October term. They have from that time been 
supported at the expense of Mr. Hartlton, and the circumstance of the 
non-att.-ndan('e of the Judges last term, put it out of his power to present 
or pass his account.'!. . 

As he is now under the neceRBity of ~l1pporting these prisoners till the 
May teml next ensuing, we he~ leave to submit to your consideration, 
whf'ther he ol1/l:ht not to have some advances made him on account. He 
i~ a poor man and barely able to support himself and family. 

These unhappy culprits have been denied that speedy trial which the 
lawi! of their country entitle them t.o. Their suffering the ensuing winter, 
cannot but excite the pity and compassion of every feeling person, and 
humanity calls aloud for their relief. We beg further to suggest to your 
Honorable body, whether some plan ought not to be devised. to alleviate 
their situation, and whether it ought not to be laid before the Assembly 
Cor their interposition. 

We are Gentlemen, 
Your most obed't Sen'ants, 

J. PRESTON, 

WILLIAM TATE, 

DANIEL PERKINS, 

ROBERT PRESTON, Sh'ff W. C. 

40 yds. OznahuJWI to make 10 I!hirt~, 
;j Blankt'ts to make 5 coat!!, -
ii pro wollell stockings, -
l;j Blanket.'! for cowring, 
A pair of coarse wollen oyerall:;; for each, 

Dal'id Perkins. 

- £ 4.00.0 
3.15.0 

Vi.O 
9.0;).0 
6.00.0 

£23.15.0 
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MOSES A('STIN TO .TAMES WOOD, LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR. 

1795. Mr. Sheppard this day informed me he had a writ against me for Lead 
R~~!;;:d due the Publick. 

Dec. 14, 
Richmond 

I have a desire that I may ha\'e an opportunity to fltate to the Execu
tive the caufle the I~ad IUla not been delivert'fl agrl'l"able to the demand 
of Governor Brooke. 

I am, &c. 

SAM. COLEMAN TO TUE I~IEUTENANT-GOVERNOR. 

Having been appointed by the Adjutant-General to execute the duties 
of his office, I beg leave to request that the Honorable the Executh<(> 
will be plea8(,>d to permit my acceptance of that appointment, and, in 
that case, that they will be pk'l\Sed to !:lay whether either and which of 
the apartments of the Capitol can he 8.l!signed as an office for that 
department. 

I have, &0. 

IN TilE HOURE OF DELEOATES. 

Dec. 15 Resolved, That the Senator!:! repre8l'nting this State in the Congress of 
the United States he and they inc herehy inst.ructed, and the Repr~en
tath'e!:I requesit'(l to unite their utmost t'xertions to obtain in t.heir 
rl'spect.i\'e I10USl'S the followinp: amendments to the COllfltitution, viz: 

1st. ,That no Treaty containing any stipuiation upon the subject of the 
powprs v{'!'Ited in the Congresil by the eighth iI('('tion of the first article 
flhall hccome tilt' ilupreme law of the In.UlI until it shall ha\'c h(,{,1l 

appro\'l'!i in those particular!:! hy a majority of the House of Rl'prt>sen
tatiws, and that the President before he shall ratify any such Trl'nty 
shall tmbmit the same to the House of Reprcsentativefl. 

2nd. That a Trihunal other than t.he ~enatl~ be instituted for the Trial 
of Impeachments. 

ard, That the Rmmte of the rnitl.'d Htatl's shall be compoRed of t\\"o 
~cnat()n; from pncla ~tnte, chll~ell b~' the J..1'~islatur(' 'thereof for thrl'l' 
yeal'!:!, anti ench K('natof have onn vote. I \Illllediatl'1y after tlwy sholl be 
a.'1I-\l'mhlcd, in ('(lIlsclluence of the first ('Iection, tlw,Y flhall he divided as 
('(Illnily as may he into t.Im'p ('In>!:-Il's. TIll' spnt."! IIf the Sl'IlI,t01'8 of the 
finlt dns:-I shall he nll'atell at tlw l'xpimtioll of the fin;t. Yl'Br, the second 
das:-I at tIll' expiration of the sl'eond year, Imd of the third da."lM at till' 
expiration of the third Yl'ar, so that oJl(,-third lIlay be chosen at the 
expiration of cvery year. 
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4th. That no person holding the offiCtl of a Judge under the United 
gtates shall he capahle of holding at the same time any other office or 
appointmt:ut whatever. 

A copy-Teste: 
.JOHN STEWART, C. H. D. 

Agreed to hy the Senate Dec. 15th, 1;95. 
Signed: II. BROOIU:, C. S. 

A copy from the oriJ!inal Re~olution. 

Attt'st: 
JOliN STJo;W~RT, C. H. D. 

RoBERT GRREN AND OTHBRS TO THB GOVERNOR. 

825 

171)1). 
nee. 15 

We the Bubscribers, members from the DiRtrict of Monongalia, rcp- Dee. 15 

rwnt that Scouts and Rangel'fl have heen called into service for the 
defense of the different counties in the district, and most of the vouchers 
have been forwarded by us for payment. But we have understood that 
their pay cannot be received until the Executil'e of the United States is 
consulted. 

We humbly submit whether by referring to the Militia Law, and the 
resolution of the Assembly at the last session, you will not be justifiable 
in embracing this favorable opportunity in making payment without 
putting the State to the additional expense of a Paymaster, eRpecially as 
the sum will be small, and whether from the willingne8s heretofore man
ifested by the General Government there can exist a doubt but the 
money will be refunded. 

From these considerations we are induced to hope that such of the 
vouchers as are formal and authentic will be directed to he paid; either 
to the several persons charged thel'('with, or fluch one of Uil as you shall 
~~ caUBe. 

We have, &c. 

JOHN WISE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

In obedience to an order of the House of Delegates I have the honor Dec. 19 

to enclose sundry resolutions of the General As~embly passed at the 
present session, for proposing certain amendments to the C{lnstitution of 
the United States, in order that the same may be forwarded by the 
Executh'c to the several States in the Cnion for the consideration of their 
respective Legislatures, and to the SenatoT8 repre8entin~ tllis State in the 
Congress of the United States. 

I have, &c. 
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ELISHA, C. DICK TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Inclosed is an account of money expended by the corporation of Alex· 
andria for preventing the introduction of the yellow fever last fall, 
accompanied by a letter from the Mayor. I take the liberty of laying 
them hefore the Executive for their consideration, and will only remark 
that the several expenses were incurred in consequence of apprehensions 
on account the disease of Norfolk. I shall leave this place on Wefines
day morning next, and shall be happy to have the decision of tht! 
}4~xecutive by Tuesday evening. 

I have, &c. 

ALEXANDRIA, 15th Dectmber, 1795. 
SIR: 

nee. 19 I was some time ago directed by the corporation to deliver to you 
thl' ('nclosed accounts for moneys expended by them last fall in guardin~ 
3.f,(aiIU4 the introduction of the yellow fever into this town, but t'ntirely 
filrgot it till thil! day. The benefit arising from this necessary precauti()n 
it! well known to have becn general to all the neighboring country. TIll' 
('orporation thereli.)Te conceh'e .they ought to be reimbursed by the 
Expcutive, and have desired me to request the favor of you to mak .. 
application to th('m for that purpose. These and some few other ac<'ountl' 
relating to thiH businesH, amount to about £10, but as they have not yet 
cOllie in, they could not with propriety be added to the general al.'COunt. 

I am, &c., 
JOHN DlTNDAS. 

ElhdlR C. Dick, ESlJ'r. 

TIl{' Corporation of Alexandria, 
To .J ames Portt'r, Dr. 

1'iHr>-.~ept. 14th.-For 4 pieces of Raven Duck, • • 6!ls.l~d. 

I do ct'rtify that the above-mentioned Duck was had on account of the 
corporation for making a Marque for the accommodation of the gllarol' 
at the Point. 

ELISHA C. DICK. 

Health Officer. 

By the House of DelegateI'! Decemher 21st, 179.1): 

Dec. I!l HI'Hol\'c<l, Thnt William Pinkney, \\,illin.1ll Cooke, ami Philip Barton 
Kl'y })(', and tJll'Y are herehy, appoint.ed ('ommiHl!ioO('rg on thl' part of 
thil'l Rtate to meet. ~uch Commissioneflol as may be appointed for the sault' 
purllOl'le hy the Commonwealth of Virginia to settle and adJust by 
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mutual compact between the two Governments, the Western nnd R()uth
~m Limits of this Rtate, and the dividing lincs and boundaries hetwl'Cll 
this State and the tIIlid COllUHOnWl'alth, and also to Kettle and Ildjlll'lt n .. ~ 

alol"f'llaid any cIaim of this Htate or the said Commonwealth to TerI"itory 
within the Limits of the other, and the said Commissi()ners l\re n~quin'rl 
to n'port their proceedingt'l in virllw of this appointment and authority 
til the Gene,ral Atlscmbly of thitl Atate at their next seHSion after the same 
~hall have been concluded, for confinnation or rejection. 

Ht'IIOh'ed, That the Governor of this Rtate he requested tn transluit 
wit.hout delay to the Governor 01' Virginia a copy of the Ii.)re~oin~ 

r~"h'c, in order to its being laid hefore the Legislature of that ('0111-

nlllllwcalth, and at the sallie time t() cmnnnmicate the wish ()f thitl ppn
eral A~cmbly that a tlimilar resolve lUay he passed hy the (~etlt'ral 

.\~~t'mbly of Virginia. 

By order: 
W~I. HAIlWOO)), <Tk. 

By tht! Aenate Dec. 21st, 179.1): 

Re.ad the first and RCCOlld time by especial order antI a~sl'nted to. 

By order: 
H. WAR~'IE"D, (,l'k. 

The above is a true copy of the resolution pa.E\_sed Novem'r Restlion, 
1;95. 

Teste: 
".~(. HARWOOD, 

(,l'k Ho. Del., Maryland. 
H. WARJo'm],J), 

Cl'k Scnate, :\Iarylnnd . 

. r. AMBI.ER TO THE OOYERNOR. 

The Pre:'lident and Directors of the .James Rh-er Cunal COIllj'llIlY, 
ha\'ing made their last call on the tlubHcriherl:!, it hecomes neecAAary t() 

authorize Mr. Auditor to il:!8ue a warrant for One Thousand Ponndt', 
heing the amount of the COllllUonwealth'!,! tlhareH. 

I am, &c. 

ALEXANDER SMYTH TO THE GOVERNOR. 

327 

1;00. 
1)(.'('.19 

~c. 2:i, 
Tresl!ury 

• 

I am informed that the two men who murdered Tubeauf, the French- Dec. 2.5 
man, Oil the frontier of RURsell, are in the IlIinoi!l Country, and I hplic\'e 
that if the Executive will offer a good rE.'ward they will be taken. 

As the character of this part of the country is much interCtlted in the 
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punil'lhment of those villians, it is to be hoped that an exertion will be 
made to eompass it. 

The hearer of this, Capt. James McFarland, is a man every way quali
fied for such an undertaking. If he does not engage, I understand Mr. 
Henry Dickenson of Russell will take the business upon him. 

I am, &c. 

ROB. QUARJ.ES TO TOE GOVERNOR. 

pee. 31, Inclosed you will observe the customary Quarterly Return· of the Mili-
PomtoCForlr tary ~tores under my direction. 

I lament that from the slow manner in which the arms &c., lent to the 
United States, arc returned to this place, I am not yet enabled to lay 
before the Executive a statement of the losses and injuries sustained in 
this loan, so as to enable them to demand reparation. I have received 
only 2897 Muskets and Bayonets, 2425 Cartridge Boxes, 2723 Belts and 
1467 Slings. The Muskets and Bayonets having generally past thoo. the 
hands of Smiths since they were in service are not very materially injun..>d. 
but the whole of the leather work. (viz.) the Boxes, Belts and Slings have 
been wretchedly handled, in so much that many of them are entirely 
useless. 

The Com. Mil. Stores for that departlllent tells me there are some few 
stores yet to return which he promiRes to have in place shortly. 

I have to note to the Hon'ble Board, that I still allow Mic'l Jourdan 
his wife and daughter to draw Rations, notwithstanding the pension 
allowed him by the Gen'I Assembly, and with their advice respecting the 
continuance of this indulgence. 

I wish the Hon. Executi ve to take into their consideration, the allow
ance made to the soldiers at this place in lieu of clothing. The yearly 
allowal1<'e for this purpose to each man is £S.lOA, applied to the purchase 
of Ruch articleR as are expressed in the annexed Htatement. I am solieitcd 
1Iy them to state the intolufficiency of this allowance to the Hon'ble Board, 
with a hope that they will either direct a la~er sum to be applied to this 
purpose, or order that the Supel"intendent shall purchase such clothin~ 
as is COllllllon for the URe of soldiers on the hest terms he can, and dE-bit 
the Rtate with the amount thereof. I trust the Hon'ble Board will ban· 
no objections to my having the shops and other hous6.'1 at this pln.c.·t' 
repaired and made comfortable. 

I have, &c. 

No B.-As the Rup't wiRhcB to procure the clothing for the soldien; 
whiM he is in Richmond, it will be a considerable convenience to him 
to he dt'cided on thiH suhject by the Hon'ble Executive. 
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List of Yearly Cloathing allowed the Soldiers, and the Prices at which 
they are expected to get th~m. Price. 

1 Coat, - - £1.00.0 
1 Waistcoat, - 5.0 
1 p'r Woolen Overalls, - 6.4 

10.0 
7.0 

1.0RO 
1.05.0 

6.0 
3.0 

2 p'r Linen " 
1 Blanket, 
-l p'r Shoes at 7 s., -
4 Shirts at 68. 3d., -
2 p'r Stockings, 
1 Hat, -

£5.10.4 

329 

liIJO. 
Dee. 31 

A Quarter Yearly Return of the Arms and other Military Stores at the Dec. 31 

State Arsenal, under the direction of R. Quarles, terminating the 31st 
of December, 1795. 

1 IS-inch mortar, 1 6-pounder, 1 4-pounder, 1 iron .piece of ordnance, 
.'i,203 lluskets in complete order, including French; 2,57.5 Muskets in 
order, but with rough bayonets; 466 muskets out of order and now 
repairing, old; 690 new-stocked muskets complete, except Bayonets and 
Rodt!; 2,939 Musket Worms, 400 Pickers and Brushes, 131 Acrew Drh·crM, 
~O.i Artillery Swords, 293 Grenadier Sword~, 7! harreL'! Gun Powdcr, 40 
Pigs Lead, 181 Case Shot from 6 to 4-pounders, ~1i3 Rounll ditto., 30 
fl-nDlS of Cartridge Paper, 436 ('annon Tubes, 18 barrels Flints, 1,6!lO 
pounds of lOO@e Ball and Buek Shot. 

Work done this quarter: 74 MU!~kets stocked; 117 Locks made, 211 . 
Bayonet.~ forged, filed and fitted, and their ~Iusket.~ put in complete 
()f(ll'r; 60 Bayonets and Hamrods ground and polished; 14 :\Iusket.'!, 
with ground Bayonets, cleaned and repaired, and added to those in order. 

x. B.-There are 2,897 of the French ~Iut!kp.ts returned from the expe
dition against the Insurgents included in the lot of 5,20:t Thc Howitzer 
formprly reported in my returns, heing Continental property, has bpen 
daimed and delivered to t.ho Com. Mil. Htof(>.8 for thc U. Htl\te~. 

Ro. QUARI,&<;, Sup't S. A. 
Dec. 31Rt, 171l./). 

THOMAS MIFFLIN TO THE GOVERXOR. 

I have the honor to acknowledge tho receipt of your Excellency's 1i!ll;. 

letter of thc 24th ult., and to inform you that. the rCl,jo\utillll of the PhfI~d~r'hia 
Legi~lature of Virginia proposing certain amendIlll'nt..'1 to the ('ollt!titution p 
()f the United States have been submitted to the consideration of the 
General Assemhly of Pennsylvania, agreeably to your request. 

I alll, &c. 
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Dr.-Balance of the Books belonging to the President, Directors, and 
Company of the Bank of Alexandria, January 7th, 1796. 

Bilh; alllI Notes Disc'd, $322,847 38 Htock, - 8150,00000 
Cash, l31,n5 44 Bank Notes i8Sued, - 199,907 ;)() 
Bank House, - 4,.5{)() 00 PORt Notes issued, - 48,14702 
Incidental Charges, - 1,511 96 Deposits, 52,35679 

Dividends No.2, - 36 (KI 

Ditto 4, - 135 (K) 

Ditto 5, - 9,16300 
Profit and Lo!:lS, 471 a2 
Discount, 378 II) 

8460,59478 8460,59478 

ROBERT JOHNSON TO .JOSEPH MARTIN, ARCH'n STEWARD, AND CREED 

TAYLOR, COMMISSIONERS FOR VIRHINIA. 

Jan. 8, The LegiRlature of this State approves the proceedings of their ('Olll-

Kentucky missioners in claiming to the head of the N. E. Fork of Sandy as the 
Boundary line between the two Htatcs, and have directed the ('ommiR
sioners from the State of Kentucky not to proceed any further in the 
businc!-Is, unless the Legislature of Virginia (by their act.'1) show a dis
P?sition to settle the busineRs .in an amicable way, for thc citizens of ellrh 
·~tate to suffer as little injury as the nature of the ca.~e will admit, doinJ! 
justice to this State. Therefore you see the necessity of Failing to mtwt 
in May next, agreeable to our adjournment, unlesH we hear fl'Om you 
and thl' Legislature of your State so as to corne up to the ideas abo\'.' 
stated. The session was so far advanced· before we could he preparl'd to 
sE'nd hy post so soon as we expectE'd, you will excuse our not writing 
sooner. 

We are, &c. 

PETITIO!'l OF GEORGE KEITH TAYLOR: 

.Jan, 8 To the f,o\'ernor and the Honurable ~lembel'R of the ('ouncH: 
The petition of n.,orgc K('ith Taylor humhly ~heweth, that your 

petitioner. being dE'sirous of pUl't~hasing lann warrant~, lawly depOI'ih'Cl 
in the Treasury depart. of the United States and certificate~ of the ~ta\(· 
of "irginia to the amount of th(' purcha..'!e pledge for the payment of the 
purchase money in a few daYR thereafter, and in consideration of tht~ 
d('posit, obtained his warrantfl. But from the IWRrl'ity of gold and sil,""r 
which at present prevails, an. I the small quantity of unfunded ~tate 
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paper which remains in circulation, your petitioner finds himself unable 
to make full payment unless he be permitted to discharge a part of the 
sum in bills of the Bank of the United States. Your petitioner there
fore prays that your honorable Board will be pleased to authorize the 
Treasurer to receive from him -in part payment for the said warrants the 
tlum of five thousand dollars in b&Dk bills, a favor which, having been 
heretofore granted to others, your petitioner trusts will be extended to 
him. 

And yoUf petitioner, as in duty bound, will pray, &c. 

FRENCH MINISTER TO SECRETARY OF STATE OF UNITED STATES. 

(Translation. ) 

881 

1796. 
Jan.S 

Philadelphia, 22 nivose, 4 year of the French Republic, one and indi- Jan. 12, 
viirlble. (12th January, 1796, O. S.) Ph~I.:!el-
The minister Plenipotentiary of the French Republic. near the United 

Htates, to Mr. Pickering, Secretary of State of the U. S.: 

~IR: 

Letters from the French Consuls at Baltimore, Norfolk, and Alexan
dria announce to me that the English have purchased a great quantity 
of Flour in Maryland and Virginia, and that they have laden it on board 
of Amerie&n vessels, which they have likewiHe purchased. This J<'lour 
ill d~tined to support the English Army directed against the French 
Colonie!!. It is not without the most severe chagrin that I have ob
served the enemiC!! of my country drawing from yours means of sub
:<istance, without which they must have renounced every species of 
attempt, and that I have found myself incapable of preventing them. 
Indeed, who could arrest the exportation of this flour if not the Govern
m('nt of the "United States? And if I had solicited it of them, could I 
have calculated upon their condescending to my requ('st, when they 
would have regarded that condescension rather as a favor than as a duty 
rising out of their neutrality? But, sir, there is another circumstance 
upon which the letters from the consuls leave me no doubt, &Dd to which 
Hie laws which the American Government have prescribed to itBelf for 
it"! neutrality oblige it to pay attention. The vessels which the English 
ha,'e purchased, are commanded and manned by American Seamen. If 
your fellow-citizens are prohibited from Rerving the cause of France, 
neither shall they be permitted to range themselves under the British 
Flag-otherwise the neutrality would be only a vain term, and a certain 
means of assisting, secretly and without running any risk, a power which 
it would not be dared to aid openly. 

There is also &Dother object, Sir, upon which I should fix your atten-
tion. The Consul at Norfolk informs me that the English have caused to G I 
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be purchased a great number of hOl'SeR in Vi~nia, and thot e"en stables 
are established ncar Norfolk .for receiving them. These horses are 
destined for the English Cavalry to be debarked at St. Domingo to 
attempt the conquest and to endeavour to bring about the ruin of that 
place. If France be interested ,in frustrating these projects, should not 
the United States also, perhapR undt'r certain relations, prevent the exe
cution of them? 

Besides, thdr neutrality impose on them the obligation of arresting 
the exportation of hQ,rses, which constitute t.he principal force of the 
English army. The horses are contraband of war; you are sensible of 
this, f::\ir, and no contrahand of war can be furnished to a power at war 
without the other power having the right of opposing it in any manner 
whatever. (f::\o says Vattel, \'01. II., Book III., Chap. YlJ., S. n:~, 

Amsterdam Edition, 1775.) 
"The nation which makes war ha.q the grt'atetlt interest in deJirivin~ its 

enemy of eyery foreign &''1sistance, and therefore has a. right to n>gard, if 
not ahRolutely as enemies, at least as people who care very litt.le ahout 
injuring them-those who ('arry to their enemy the thin~ which they 
require for war. Tiley furnish them hy confil'cating their merchandize. 
If the sO\'ereign of the latter ~hould undertake to protect them, it would 
seem as tho' he himself wished to furnish this kind of succour; a step 
contrary to neutrality." 

It is therefore evident, Sir, from this passage, that no neutral Govern
ment can protect contraband of war. But would not the American GO\'

ernment protect it if it should permit to hc exported from its territory 
hol'l-les defoltined for the English army? Indeed, Sir, after being informed 
of the desillllS of the English, it eould stop the exportation of the horses 
which the~' have purchased, and did not do it, it is evident tha.t thl' 
OluiHsion would constitute a proof of its comlent a.nd approbation. And 
what difference i~ there in this case between tolerating contraband aneI 
proh.>cting it? 

It is useless Sir, to spin out this letter any further, I think that the facb~ 
are so t-lelf-evident, that I now flatter myself with receiving a proof of that 
friendship, of which the United States have so often given ast>UTance to the 
Republic. 

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my esteem, 

P. A. AnJo:T. 

Faithfully tnlllHlated from the oriJ{inal by Geo. Taylor, Jr. 

W. PRICE TO TilE GOVERNOR. 

. Jan. 13, In the laUer part of til(' last. seRsion of the Gt-'n'J A Hsemhly, I alll 
Land Office infonIwd a law w&'o( pa~s('(l, dil'eetin~ tIll> Executive to ~ert.ain \nd 8I.t~· 
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what number of clcrks it will require to perform the sevcral duties of this 1796. 

office, together with their salaric!:!, which law I presume has by this time I1::J3J.ce 
been laid before you. 

lirged by the great necessity of the above assistance, I hope to be par
doned when I express a wish that the business may liS soon as convenient 
be taken up. 

In order to shew the great nC<.'eI:!sity of an augmentation of clerks. owing 
to a Va:!t increase of Business, I need only observe, that the fees of office 
ba\'e amounted to more within the last tweh-e nlQllths, than t.hey have 
for four years before. 

As Rome information may be neccssary to enable the board to judge 
of tile number requisite to keep up the bu!:!iness of the office, I beg leave 
to obsernl, that it will require two il:!Suers of Grants (including the chief 
derk), two recorderl'l of Grants, two ret'orders of Surveys, and one to make 
the awlit'&tion in the margin opposite the warrants, of the Grants i!:!sued 
by virtue thereof to search and copy. 

It llIay perhaps be asked what the Register is employed in, I will 
answer, that his time it! closely taken up in giving receipts for surveys, 
I'ntering them, keeping the a<'coun~ of the different fees of office, rect'iving 
and recording caveats, issuing and recording warrants, and the certificates 
on which t!uch warrants issue, giving official certificates, and answering 
it'ttl'rt! respt.'!Cting businesl:! in I:!llid office. 

I have, &c. 

W. LINDSAY TO THE GOVERNOR. 

The Fren<·h Consul, resident here, sent me yesterday evcning a repro
l'entatilln in writing respecting the British purchasing horses to he sent 
to the West Indies. I ha,-e enclosed you his letter, and request your 
immt>diate attention thereto, a.'4 I expect they will he embarked in a few 
days. 

I am, &c. 

THOS. NEWTON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

In the absence of Gen'l }Iathew~, I consider it my duty in this place 
to infonn your Excellency of proceedings which I conceive arc violations 
of our treaty with France and Holland, and of a law of the C. R pa88ed 
in June, 1794, for punishment of crimcs \'s. U. S. 

I ha\-e no doubt, from every appearance, that the horses now purchas
ing by British officeffl are for mounting their troops in the W. Indies 
emvloYl>cl against the French Islands. It is reported the \"l'HI'\cIM which 
rarry them are to be convoyed by British ships of war. 

Jan. 20, 
Norfolk, 

Collector's 
office 

Jan. 20, 
Norfolk 
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Thret> are now ill Hampton Road, which carries a conjecture with me 
that the report is true, and I undel'tltood one of the owners of the ve8~ltl 
which car;ies the horsel.'l, that she was insured by agreement. Thil-l 0.11\(\ 

convey!! an idea to me that they are for Government l!ervice. 1 haw 
heard that the Frellch Consul has protested. against the dearing of tht' 
ve8sels out, considering it a breach of our neutrality; he has never men
tioned anything to me on the subject. 

I am, &C. 

IN THE HOUSE OF DELJoXJATJo~, 1 
SATVRDA v, the H!tlt DeremhPr, 1795. , 

Jan. 20 Resolved. That the Executive be requested to examine the certificaks 

Jan. 23, 
Norfulk 

in the Sinking Fund and cause the same to be destroyed. 

Agreed to by the Senate, 
Signed.: 

Copy-Teste: 

A copy. 

JOHN STF:WART, C. H. D. 

H. BR(lOU~, e. f-l. 

JOHN STEWART. C. H. D. 

We, the Committee appointed to examine the certificates in the Kink
ing Fund and to cause the same to be destroyed, pursuant to II. resolution 
of the General Assembly, have accordingly examined and burnt Loan 
Office, funded, and Military certificates, which appear by the Register to 
belong to said Fund, amounting to the sum of two hundred and twenty
seven thousand four hundred and thirty-seven pounds, fourteen shillings 
and 7td. 

Given under oll.r hands this 25th January, 1796. 

JAM)o;8 WOOD • 

• J OH l\" STEEI.E, 

EDMUND HARRIAON. 

THOS. NEWTON TO THE GOVERNOR •. 

Since writing to you of Thursday last, I received the inclost.'d from 
Mr. Oster, Frem·h Consul. and immediately forwarded a copy of till' 
same to the British Consul, with a letter I now indosf'. \Va are llIuch 
at a 108s in what manner to proceed, and hope to have full instruction!' 
from your Excellency. Undouhtedly the t.lhipment is for military sen·icl'. 
from the )4~rench Consul'l'I statement. There arc !lome of the agents with 
you in Richmond. who~ I junge, might b(> prosecuted under t.he act t)t 

('ongress for punishment of crime '·S. V. H. 

I am, &c. 
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The hol'Sel'l are on board citizens' vessels, and unless we have an imme
diate allHwer or some process by express to stop them they will he gone. 
Frllffi every report they are to be convoyed by "'hips of war; Admiral 
~llIrra)' being in Hampton Road. I have wrote to Honorable Judge 
{'riffin on the occasion and hope he will favor me with his opinion. 

NORFOLK, January 28,1796. 

The Yice Consul of the French RepubliQ to Mr. Newton, Colo. Com
mandant at Norfolk: 

Sir-The numerous agents of the King of Great Britain ·in this 
town, and those dispersed thro' this State, being about to make a ship
lIlent of hoJ'SCS, which are known to be destined towards the conquest 
nf the French posseB8ioDS in the West Indies, it has become my duty as 
Vice Consul of the French Republic in Virginia to state to you that these 
llOrt of expeditions or shipments are prohibited by article 24 of the 
treaty between France and the United States of America, and in conse
quence to pray for an interposition of your authority, to the end that 
~hipments of horses and furniture now making, may be all of them hin
.lered from leaving any places or ports under your command as Colonel 
afom:aid. Your patrioti8m, your attachment to the cause of liberty, and 
the principles of justice that characterize you being well known to me, 
I alll pel"l:!uaded that this statement and requet!t will seriously fix your 
attt'lltion, and that until you receive orders that are momentarily expected 
frolll the Governor of Virginia, to whom I ha\'e written officially on the 
~ubjcl't, you will direct the cummanding officel"l:! of tho fort, and all othel"l:! 
imm('<iiately under your command, to prevent the departure of thi8 
l'ltpt.'dition of embarcatioll of horlles and furniture by the aforesaid agents. 

Accept my respects. . 
OflTER. 

Copy-a true translation. 

THO. NEWTON TO JNO. HAMILTON, ESQ'R. 

Inclosed is a copy of an information I received from the French Con
sul, which I heg your attention to. 

Any military expedition or enterprize from this country againRt pow
en; with whom we are at peace, I conceive by the Laws of the l'nited 
~tates, 8nrl.trea.ties existing, (which are considered supreme laws of t.he 
land) to he a violation of that neutrality which silOuld be obser\"cd to the 
R<-ligemnt powers. That the presont shipment of horllCl'l (as I am in
formed) under British Officer:!, is a military preparation I have 110 douht 
of ill my mind, and having wrote to the ~~xeeutive on this ~tate 011 the 
~lIbject, I hope you will desist from carrying on Nhipments of so hostile 
an appearance until an &nswer is obtained from the Governor. 

I am, &c. 

SS6 

1796. 
Jan. 23, 
Norfolk 

Jan. 23, 
Norfolk 
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w. WILSON TO GOVERNOR BROOKE. 

I beg leave to cnclose for the infonnation of your Excellency, the 
peculation and complaint made to me as Lieutenant-Colonel of thiR 
County, by the Vice-Consul of the FI'('nch Republic, against the incar
cuation of a number of Horse now actually 'about to take place in this 
port, said to be destined to act as Cavalry against the Islands in the West 
Indies, belonging to the French Republic. 

Thc feelings of the Consul appear to be much wounded at this pro
cedure, and in the name of the alliance between the two Republics, 
demands Inhibition of the Armament. 

As these vessels are about ~iling, I await my orders respecting them, 
which I beg to be furnished with a.e soon as the nature of tbe case will 
admit. 

With much respect, &C. 

TKOS. NEWTON 'TO THE GOVERNOR. 

The inclosed is a copy of a letter received from the B. Consul. I h~ 
your answer by express. 

There cannot, I still think, - ()f the !lhipmcnt heinJ(. of a military 
nature; the Consul does not seem to deny it a!wgether. 

I am, &c. 

81R: 
Jan. 24, I have rece'd your lettt'r of t.his date, int'losing a copy of the N'P-

B ~t?rt1ho~~. resentation of the Ji'. vice-consul to you on t.he suhJ·el.'t~of the shilllnent rl 18 uvll- •• 
8u1'80ffit:e of horses I have directed to be made, and expre.~!ling your hopes t.hnt r 

will desist from carrying on shipments of so ho~ti1c an appearance until 
an answer is obtaincd from the Governor of Yirginia, to whom ~'ou ha\'p 
written. 

I must a.qk If'a.vf' to he allowed, i"ir, to manife~t. my surprise at the 
\'er~' lat.e Period in which your Interference in a BusinesR that ~'ou could 
not pOflflibly he ignorant of from its \'ery commen('ement, is bro't. for
ward. You mUllt have known, e\'en from common Report, that I wa.~ 
some time since engagin/o!' ve~sel8 to cOIwey Ho~('."l from hencc to tht> " .. 
Indiet'; much mon" then, as I.olorne of the \'e8~els were l'J"(Icured frmll 
.v )llr own mOl'lt intima.te cc.mlwetions, and fnml ('ircuUlstances, I am 
inclitwd to believe, that the Governor himself {'ould not have been unae
quainted with the PurchMe~ ()f horses to be transported from hence tu 

t.he W. Indic!!. It is therefore to me a matter of no little lVond('r, snp
pOl;in~ that you bad no doubts in your mind, that the shipment alluded 
to, if Ct\Tried into effect, would be 1\ violation of that Neutrality which 
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should he observed to the Belligerent Powers; that you shoula have 179(;' 

hitherto been totally inactive and silent on the subjert, and that you ~~~fo~ 
should only now come fQrward when the engagementc; are made; any British C~n
little detention you may cause will be productive"of heavy Expence and SUI'8 Office 

Damage. 
I have continued to flatter myself that the attention I have always, 

~inr.e my Residence in Norfolk in my present office, endeavoured to pay 
both to the local Laws of the Place and the existinl': treaties have been 
invariably apparent, at least it has been my study to comport myself, as 
far as in the Line of my duty I could, conformably to them. 

Acting under this impression, I have maturely considered the articles 
of the Treaty of amity and commerce between the U. States and France, 
none of which, in my opinion, can be construed 80 as to authorize any 
Interference whatever on the part even of the Geneml Government with 
w,.:ard to the Shipment in Qucstion. I deny totally that the present 
shipml'nt of Horses, M you have been informed under Hritil'lh officers, is 
a military Preparation, or can be so esteemed, according to the UBagCS of 
XationK. 

The Hordes about to be dispatched by my Directions will depart unac
rOlllpanil'(l by ~~umitllre and unprovided with any sort of hOHtile equip
ments. Th('Y will be shipped from hence to a Port !mbject to (ireat 
Rrit:Ull, a power with whom the U. Htates are at Peace, and tlwrefort', 
thou~h I conel'ive with you that ar~ording to the 1.o.\\'1'1 of the r. ~tates 
no Pen;on within their Jurisdiction ('.an S(~t on foot from hence any lI1ili
t:lry Expedition to be carried 011 from heilce ~ainst any fnreign Prince 
or State with whom they are at peace, yet I cannot imagine that tho8e 
law~ are calclllak'd to prevent any PCrHon, either in a public or prh'ate 
eap,'\City, from purchasing within their .Jurisdiction antI !lending in 
.\lIl!'ricall \"ellsellt Horses in their natural lllate, unattended by ho",tile 
'~luipment.~ to any British Port whatever. 

IJ\lluenct~l by thiB opiniori, t.herefore, the ~hipment of t.htl HOrHl'1'I at 
prt ...... nt about to embark, will he dirl'Ct('t\ to procPt'd, allli shou](l you 
O/'IMINl' any impediments to the Pro~rl'ss of the n.·ssels emploYClI to 
e .. n\"t'~· them to the place of their Destinat.ion, I Mhall not only cOl1l'1ider 
snch olJ!!ta.r.Il'~ R8 11. \'iolatioll of the Kl'utrnlity of the rllitl·d ~tatl's 11..0.; 

far a.~ you are concerned, but for uny expcnscs that may lLeCrLll', either 
fl\'l11 surh detention or for the extra provender that may he 11('cl'tlsary 
li'f the Hl)rst'S, I shall at the same tillle look upon you 8.1; penaonally 
re:;pOllllible. 

I remain, ~ir, &0., 
.JOIIS lIAMIJ.TOS. 

BritiHh Consul's Off., Norfolk, Jan 'y ~arcl. 1 i96. 
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W. WILSON AND THO. NEWTON TO THB GOVERNOR. 

Since writing of this date, we have heard & report that furniture for 
the h01'l'les now shipping by the British arc preparing and making in . 
Williamsburg by a saddler there. Whether this be tru~ or not we can 
not ascertain. We considered it. our duty to lay this before you that the 
officers who reside at the place may make enquiry. 

We are, &c. 

COLLIER HARRISON TO Ills EXCELLBNCY JAMES 'VOOD. 

Agreeable to your request by letter, I have examined the ordinance 
belonging to the public and lying at Hood's. There arc twelve piocCII in 
sight, and I am told there are 80me others huried in the s.'md. 

They lay on the I:!hore at high water-mark, 110 that a large ~'lat may l'ome 
within a few yards of them. There are three 24 pounders, two 18s. and 
the rest smaller--some of them have the trunnions broken off. I am 
informed that the probable expense of carrying them to Richmond will 
be about five dollars e8.1·h for the whole. Two pieces 4 or 6 pounden; 
were some time since carried from Hood's by Mr. Furetnn, who now hat! 
them mounted at Prince George Court House. 

Your Ohed't Servant. 

Jan. 28 The Governor laid before the board, certain communications from the 
F. Yice-Consul at Norfolk, and ('01. Newton and W. Wilson the ('ollectHr. 
complaining that !<hipments of horRes from this State. in Ameri('an \'('l'

sels to the '\:est Indie..'!, on account of the BritiRh ({overnlllent were llhout 
to take place, which would be a. breach of our Treuty with Francl', and 
a violation of Keutrality; wher('fore it ifol ad\'ised thnt L(,t.tt,rs be imnll'
diately written to the Colonels commandant of York, ~~liz. City nnll ~nr
folk, ordering them to take effectual measures to pre\'ent the afoTe!'nid 
shipments, and the sailing of any YCfoIRelS 011 hoard of which any of till' 
said horses may ha\"e hecn already embarked, until the further orti('1'l' ()f 
the Executive. 

JOIIS HAMIl,TON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Jan. 29, I have the honor to acquaint your Excellency, that complaint has been 
B~y;~oll~~n_ made to me tha.t the American Sloop Diana, loaded with British property, 
sul's Office and regularly cleared out at the Custom House of this Port, for a British 

Purt iil the West Indies, was on the night of the 25th instant, forcihl~' 
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boarded in this harbour by a number of armed men from .several boats, 1796. 

who confined her crew below, while they cut away her sails and did cdn- ~a:r1:':. 
~iderable injury to her running rigging; the former of which they carried British Con
away with them,. to the manifest detention of the v~sel and her cargo, suI's Offire 

and consequent detriment of the concerned therein; that the said Sloop 
being refitted in her sails and rigging during the 26th, proceeded below 
the Fort and came to anchor near Craney Island, and that in the night 
~hl' W38 again attacked by a party of armed men in several boats, who 
towered her up from her anchorage tc? this side of the Fort, where they 
left her aground; and being informed that other American vessels now 
lflading here with British property are menaced with Rimilar outrages, it 
be(!omes my duty to requllSt that you will be pleased to gh'e such dirllc.!-
tiuns to the proppr officers here, as may tend to insure thron~h their 
authority, the persons interested in the before mentioned cargoes from 
injury, and to prevent any further violations of the laws which have been 
fiul!rantly outraged hy thc ille/-,ralities complained of. 

Jolllly satisfied that after a due consideration of the importance of this 
rel'rtllll!ntation, your Excellency will take the proper steps to put a stop 
to further violences, 

I have, &c. 

JOHN HAMILTON TO COL. WILLIS WILSON. 

Complaint has been made to me that the American Sloop Diana, Jan. 29, 

luaded with British property, and regularly cleared out at the Custom- Brft~~ogc~n_ 
House of this port for a British port in the W e~t Indies, was 011 the suI's Office 

night of the 25th instant forcibly boarded in this harbour by a number 
of anned men from several boats, who cOI~fined her crew below while 
tlU'y cut away her sails and did considerable injury to her running rig-
!ring, the former of which they carried away with them, to the manife$t 
detention of the vessel and her cargo; that the said Sloop, being refitted 
in her sails and rigging during the 26th, proceeded below the Fort and 
came to an anchor near Craney Island, and that in the night she was 
ll,,"I1ill attacked by a party of anned men in several boats, who towed her 
up from hc.>r anchorage to this side of the fort, where they left her 
aground. And being informed that other American vessels 110W loading 
with BritiHh property are menaced with similar outrages, it has become 
Illy duty to call upon you officially to use your authority to ~ecure the 
ptace of this harbour, which has been flagrantly disturbed by the illegal 
acts complained of, and to prevent a repetition of these violations of your 
laws in the instance of the vessel before mentioned and of those now 
loading. 

I am, &c. 
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W. PRICE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

1796. Scnding, according to order of Council, a list of the gentlemen willing 
rlnjboice to engage in his office as clerks, viz: ~1e8sl'8. John Tucker, first clerk; 

John Honey, Mnngo H.a.y, William G. Payne, Lewis Price, TUMler Rich
ardson, and Tunler Tompkins. 

Feb. a, 
Brunswick 

County 

C. B. .TONES '1'0' THE GOVERNOR. 

A number of my fellow-citizells have often requested that r would 
I\pply for leave to raise 1\ company of Cavalry in this county j thi8 I 
should have dune had nut regulatiuns been entered into that would not 
admit of more than one company to a brigade, and that liberty had b('"ell 
granted to the Town of Peterslmrg at a very early period. The anwud
ment to the Militia Law having set aside those regulations, permit me (if 
it be llot too late), agreea"ly to their solicitations, to call your attt'utiou 
to the superiority of our horses, and the advantage 1m army lllUl:lt derive 
from well-mounted Cavalry j aml to request that you will conuuiS8illll 
otlicers of ('amlry, as it will be not only more pleasing to the citiZl'Il~. 
but more certain to be eflected than any other description of troops 1'('

cognized by the Law. Your compliance will very much oblige a nUlnlll'f 
of your fellow-citizens as well as him who has, &c. 

,TAMES INNES TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Feb. 3 I ha\'e bestowed on the subjcct of your 18.8t communication the CAm-

8ideration it merited, and should have given the reflult of my deliberntiontl 
at an carlier period had it not heen for the debility of my right hmld. 
which from gouty affections is often incompetent to the U!'le of a pen. 

I should suppose that in thc discharge of tho General Executive power. 
which by the Constitution dC\'olves on you as the Chief ~ragistrnte of 
the State, evcry authority hccomcs incidental to it (not contravenl'Cl hy 
nny positive law), which may be nccest,lary so to execute the laws of thl' 
Commonwealth 1\8 that they may most effectually protect the life, lihert~· 
and 'property of its citizens. It is impo!lsiblc that our lcgislath·c COdl' 

~hould be 80 perfectly directory that, by' a species of prophctic anticipa
tion, it should be adequate to point out a min~te remedy for cYl'ry 
cl\sualty that may happen throughout the various vicissitudCl:! of human 
events. The ohject of free Government, in the language of our bill of 
rights, should be to attain common benefits, liberty, and protection fur 
the nation. Thc power of the Governor of this State as defined by its 
Constitution, is, with the advice of a Council of State, to exercise the 
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Executive powers of Government according to the laws of this Common- 1796. 

wealth. The Executive powers of Government hereby invested by the Feb. 3 

l'Qnstitution must be construed to confer every authority necessary to 
effectuate, according to the axiom recited in the bill of rights, the chief 
and primary entIs of every free Govemment, which are common benefits, 
protection, and security, and the words, according to the laws of the 
Commonwcaith, cannot mean (for the reason assigncd above) that the 
ll~it\lative acts shall of neces8ity contain spccific directions for the attain-
ment of these ends. but only that no Exeeutive measures for the obtention 
of them shall be pursued i'n opposition to positive legal provisions, and 
where the la.w8 are silent or deficient, then may the Executive })ower 110 

exert its constitutional authority as to give the necessary aid to other 
liepartments of the GO\'erDllltmt, as emergencies may arise, for the insur-
ance of th08e objcct:,! for which all social compacts were formed, The great 
llIandat<· of the ('onstitutive body of a. free Oovernment W it.'llllagi8terial 
tlt'r\-anbl is, to take care that no injury happen to the Government, ",hulle 
Imlvation should e\'t'r be held as the supreme law. 

By applying thCKe general preliminary obser\'ations, which grow out of 
the consideration of free government in~titutions in general and of our own 
in particular, to the case which you have been pleased to submit to my 
inspl'Ction, I presume that the conclusion I have formed from reflecting 
thereon may readily be anticipated. That is, as the residence of the 
l'ef!!Ons whose presence in this country i'l necessary for the accomplish
ment of public justice happens to be in a place where the ordinary 
authoritiesoof the Judicial Department cannot be enforeed, the supreme 
Exccuth'c power of the State Dlay afford any aid, not contravening the 
Cunstitution thereof, which may be requisite to give energetic effect to 
the laws, and to vindicate the violated rights of society. I would not 
wish that it should be inferred from what I have said, that Government 
would be authorized w make it an ohj(JCt of ltwre with the witness(.'S to 
attend on this solemn oce.asion. That would tend to estab1i~h a prCl'e
dent which might be productive of the most abominable consequcnt'es j 
yet I think that the Ex(.'Cuth·e would be correct and strictly within .the 
limits of their constitutional powers, and duty also, 00 procure the 
attendance of those necessary witnesses from the territory south of the 
Ohio, on a stipulation to pay them any deficiency which might ariRe 
fnlm the inadequacy of their legal allowance, .requisite for defraying 
their necessary expenses frOlll and 00 their homl's and during their attend
ance on the culprit's trial. If apprehensions of usin~ this discretionary 
and necessary power should arise from the probability of abusing it in 
its application, it may be answered, that to reason again!!t tht' nile of a 
thing from the possible abuse of it, would militate towards the non-use 
of the most estimable of human attribute!!; but in a Goyernment like 
ours, such a mode of reasoning would be less sanctionable, becamole the 
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rotation and responsibility of office established by it will forever protect 
its citizens against the exercise of unwarranted powers. 

The usage of the Executive of this country, under almost every success
h'e administration since the adoption 'of the present Government, will I 
believe, when attended to shield me from the charge of no\'elty of opin
ion. 

I allude to the reiterated practice of issuing proclamations, holdin~ 
forth rewards for the apprehenf;ion and delivery of persons accused of 
Capital offences, e"en before a competent Juqicial examination had been 
held-ont of many inRtances which I could cite, I will sehlct one as tht> 
strongest among them. I mean the case of one W oodwartl, the notorious 
Counterfeiter of Coin as well as of public papers, an Inhabitant of the 
County of Dinwiddie, who waR apprehended under a proclamation of tht> 
Ollvernor of thi~ Stat.e, in Geo~ia, and delivered here for the premiulll 
of one thousand dollars. Now lean s('e no dim'renee hetween exerting the 
Executh'c arm of Government. and applying the puhlic treasure f()r the 
purpose of bringing an offender from l1.nother State, into a jurisdiction 
where alone he could be brought to J ustiee for his crimes, and that of using 
the same means under Rimilar circum~taneeR, for the purpose of obtaining 
the only testimony by which a most flagrant outrage upon the public peace 
and securit.y can be ascertained and punished. The Government becomes 
as much a party against an Indh·idual in one case as in the other-might 
be equally chrrupt and oppressh·p in one case as in the other, and is actu
ated equally on the emergency of the case, by motives arising from a due 
regard to the public weal unfisellcd hy any express legal directions. and 
without such Executive interferancp the penaltie!'l with whi~h the laws 
are armed, to punish tIle wicked for the commission of vice, would he 
easily evaded, and the laws themselves with impunity trampled upon and 
disrl.·gardCfl, by the vilet;t miscreants that degrade the human species. For 
the a.~sured enjoyment of life, liberty and property, every member of t.he 
~ocial compact ('ontribut!!!! a portion of his property to the J>uhlic fund!l. 
which when applied to the maintninanee and defence of those inestimable 
hll.'st;ings, may justly be considered by the contributors, as constitution
ally, safely and properly appropriated by the Go\"crning POW('lS. 

Having understood that your ohjection to pursuin~ the only mean!'! by 
which Branch, the person alluded to in your letter, an old and dan~l'r
ous offender, can be brou~ht to make attonement for his repl'8.tt·d 
breaches of the public security, arisel:! from a fear of being lead into an 
undue exertion of authority, I haye taken the liberty, with great defer
ence, to state in a Rllmmary way, the foregoing reasons which induct~ me 
to ad\·jse you to take such steps as the attainment of Public JustiCt' 
requires, without ha1.ardin~ an injury to the constitutional liberties of the 
people. 

With scntim('nts of perfl'ct Respect and comddcration, 

I have, &c. Digitized by Google 
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At a Court held for King and Queen County, at the C.ourthouse, on 
Monday, the 12th of October, li95: 

Present: William Dudley, William Fleet, John Haskins, Robert Has
kins-Gentlemen Justices. 

The Court do appoint WiUiam Courtney, CommiHsioner of the tax in 
this County in that District lying above the road leading from Manta
pike to the Bestland Bridges. 

The Court do appoint William Fleet, Commissioner of the tax in this 
('ounty in that District lying below the road leading from Mantapike to 
the Be.stland Bridges. 

A Copy-Teste: 
Ro. POLLARD, C. C. 

\V. WILSON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

348 

179fl. 
Feb. 3 

I should have iUlIllediatdy ackllowlcdhred the I'cc('ipt of your Ex('cl- Ft>b.3, 
lelley's lettRr (datcd 2Hth of .Jan'y and handed Ole the evening of the 1st P.)rlsmoulh 
InRtant), hut conceh'ed it neCf'l'Isa!y that the fCl>UIt of my procceding 
thereon shouid 8.('eompany t.he !>allU'. 

Without d('lay 011 that evening I informed the British Consul by letter, 
the instruction I had received from the Exe(~uti\'e of Vir~inia: rC(}uiring 
of him satisfactory a.~surlmee of eomplianee ther('with; but not rceeiv
inll from him an answer in time, and there bein~ a sloop and ship ready 
for Sffi with horses on board (the former having proceeded to Hampton 
Road) I conceiveo it my <lut.y to act with promptitude. 

I dispatched the Revenue Cutter with a detachment of militia aft.er 
the Rloop--gave a cop~' of my instruction to the owner of the f4hip, with 
a rt>quest that he would give orders to stop her in contormity thereto, 
amI placerl a party of ~hc art.illery at. the forts to ~h'e ('fleet to my in-
8truct.ion~. 

This mornin~ (9 o'clock) I receh'erl the R. ('omml'H anl'lwer to my I('t
wr of the 1st Instant, which I he~ leave to eucloEle, at t.he Harne time I 
see the f4100p Diana coming into port. Kho WII .. ~ am·hored wry close to 
Admiral Murray in Hampton Road, who sent hi!! pinnace nfu.·r her, but 
made no attempt hostile to rpdaim her. On the ni~hts of the 2!)th an«1 
~6th we had some disorder in the Harbour, owing to attempts made on 
board the Diana to proceed to Hampton Hoad with her (,~lrg() of horsCH, 
where lies llOme British ships of war lcIupposed for a convoy to these "08-
I.'cl~. The party were finally prevailed upon to desist and wait the 
result of Government. I also enclose the B. CQnsul's letter upon that 
subject. 

With respect, &c. 

SIR: 
In answer of your letter of yeKterday, I have to observe that the 

only vessels from this Port, as far as I can learn, on board of which horses G I 
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1796. arc embarked, are the Sloop Diana 'and Ship Thomas, both of which are 
PO~~!~th cleared ont regularly at the office of the Collector for this Port. 

.'('h. i. 
Xorfhlk 

I enclose you a copy of the letter received by the Collector from the 
Attorney-General of the United States for the District of Virginia, by 
which you will perceive that the shippers of the horses have not in his 
opinion contravened any existing laws or treaties by their shipments; 
such being the case, I consider the vessels already cleared out cannot be 
detained by any force acting under the orders of the State Executive, 
without a manifest violatiOll of the laws of the United $tates, and there
fore tha.t they should be allowed to proceed. If they are not 1lennitt.<.'<i 
to do so, I shall conceive the State Government liable for the extra 
expence occa8ioned hy such detention. 

It ha~ ever been my wish to conduct myself with every possibl(' 
respect for the local laws and general regulations of the country of my 
re:;;idence, and you will do me the .Justice, Sir, to belicve that no Endea
vours of mine ha\'e eycr heen wanting to .reconcile any existing differ
t'nc(>~ of opinion on the presf'nt occasion; th{'reforl', I flhall ¢,ve directions 
that the further prose<mtiou of the Shipments alluded to be discoutinu<!(l 
until ad\'ices on the subject. htl receiVl'd from the Exeeuth'e of the {'nit-ed 
Ktate~; hut as I cannot aceord with the l)rinciples laid down hy the 
(;on'rnor of Yirginia on that hHad, I shall ('Xlwd that tilt' (iO\'crnm{'nt 
bl' answerable ti)r any additional expl'nsel! that Illay I\(!cru(' to thc I'Ihip
per"! for HIl' detention of the \"e:;;~ell! they han' en~~t'(l to freight. 

With respect, I am, &c., 
.J:-;o. HAMII,TOX. 

British ('onsul's Office, Norfolk, Yit-ginia, 2nd February, 17!16. 

THO::;. XEWTIlN TO THE GOVERNOR. 

I haw jll~t I"('('l'i\'{'<! a lettt'r from Ull hoa.rd t.he Re~ollltillll, Allmiral 
)hura)', fmm IIt'luy )lent'llry, an Amcriclln l'itizen, imprc8I'I(·d. Thi"! 
mun )'llur Exrdh'lll'Y 1m:,: hl't'U before inforUll'fl 01: and ,lireded an 
illtluiry on )Iay 4th lll.~t to he made 1(lr him and ~('\"('ral otlll'J"!ol, with a 
)Iartin )larland's pt·tition from the I:.-ll't-retnry of Ktate. As [ before made 
application to )Ir. Hamilton in the CMl' of Raoourn, who solemnly ~wore 
he wu .. ~ un .\lIIcril'an dtizl'n, and brou~ht dr(,uDl~tnntial proof sufficil'llt 
for me. yt·t tlll':-Il' were inalillli:-l"!llbIe by )[r. Hamilton. rnder th~e cir
('um~tnllet's I h:\\'!' not appli('<i to him for this poor man, who apl'l'an;; tl) 
n1l', from e\"l'rr drcum~talll'l', to h(' all Ameriean, but lay his ca..~e before 
you to try till' l'Ill'l,t of )Ir. ('am}lbdl'~ advice of a Habeas Corpus, of 
whii.'h you will pll':\t'(' to ad\yisc, or give l!Ueh directions as you think 
pnllll'r. )ldh'llry ~I\y~ hill family, or Father's he means, lives at present 
in Loudoun ('tltlllty, 4;) miles from .\lexandria, 12 miles from Leesburg, 
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and 1.5 from the Blue Ridge; that Col. Powell had been ('.Qunty Lieut. 
hnt resi:;nled, and C.ol. PeytoQ. was when he left it, and that his nephew, 
~'ra's Peyton, was a ma~;istra.te in Alex'a; that his father has been Ilver
~eer to Col. Mercer and Col. Carter, on their lands in the same county, 
and that his s'd father was a soldier last war; that he is now only 22 
years old. These, sir. I. am of the opinion, are convincing proofs; but 
a.~ Rabourn's were as good, in my opinion, and other proof required from 
~antee, S. Carolina, in his case, I think it best for to have a trial hefore 
Jud!!es. and not leave so important a point as the detention of a citizen 
to he determined on by the British officers. The vessels with the horl'les 
lie here agreeable to your clirectionM, until we hear further. Col. Hamil
ton llj.,'1·oocl by his letter that no further shipments should be lllade until 
we heard from you again. 

The ver.v high price of proviMions in this place, and I helieve through
out the State, is becoming very alarming. I. meal iii selling at uine 
~hillin~'8 per bushel and ri~ing. Flour is excesl'lively high, 12,13 and 14 
DoJ\anl, ancilIDme are of opinion it. will he 20 per lmrrel. If this should 
he the ease. most of the lower part of thi8 country, all the lower parts 
"f ~orth Carolina, will be in as bad a sitnation as }i'rance or Britain has 
IN'ell. Tbe exports and purchases made and making will cause a famine 
if permitted, I apprehend. I think I ('lin v('nture to say, with truth, 
that 1\ large number of familied are now destitute of grain of any kind 
Oil the seaboard, and those who were not so cxpoHcd, did not make one
I\uarter sufficient to support their familics. If there ever W8.'1 a. ('-8,use 
for a prohibition in any count.r.r, I think thiH ill the time. 

I am. &c. 

345 

liOO. 
Feb. 7, 
Norfolk 

At a Court held for King anI! (lucan County, at the ('ourthouse, on Fl'h.7 
llunrlay, the 8th of February, 1796: 

Wilt "'leet resigns office of Comm'r of the 'fa.x in King ami Qucen, 
allil Beverly Roy appointed by the court for the tIll.me. 

THOS. NEWTON TO TilE (jI)VERNOR • 

. \rlmiral Murray is gone to sea, RO that there will he no nCl'asion to Fl'b.!l, 
1\"lIIand Henry McGeary for tIle prCHent, hut if he Hhould COIUl' in again Norfolk, 

it lIIay he necessary to have a. process ready if it shoulll be deemed 
pruper to proceed that way by your ]~xcel1ency. We have no new~ here. 

I am, &c. 
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DAVID PATTERSON TO THB GOVERNOR. 

Being in the city of Richmond on Saturday last, I was notified that 
Captains Railey and Wooldridge had laid before you the proceedings of 
a General Cou~Martial held at Chesterfield Court-House on January 
29th last for their tryal in arrest. 

On going to Major Coleman's office and exatrlining the papers, I find 
the order of Major Hill of Mar. 23rd, 1795, and two certific3·tes from the 
Clerk of the Court-Martial carried forward, which by no means appear 
to be part of the record, as forwarded to me by Major Burfoot. the pre
siding officer; indeed, you will see those certificates are not signed by 
him, but by Mr. Whitworth as Clerk only. The latter part of the 33rd 
Hec'n of the Militia Law expressly declares it to be the duty of the Com
mandant to furnish the proceedings in cases of appeal. 

I therefore had no doubt but that the papers would ha.ve been seen 
by me, or have known of them before they went to the Executive. In 
that case I should ha"e laid before you the Reg'l Orders of Oct. 12th, 
1795, on which the arrest is bottomed: and which is now inclosed. Strip 
the papers carried up of the order and certificates before mentioned, and 
then permit me to ask if it does not appear with a different complection. 

Sir, thinking and feeling that the reputation of officers of great worth 
of the Militia, ever ready to obey the constituted authmity, and whom I 
love, and my own is in some measure at stake, duty seems to din..'Ct me 
to lay the orders, &c., which have been iSHUed in this business, and which 
are now inclosed, before you for consideration. 

I am your honor's, &c. 

Reg'} Orders. October lSth, 179lJ. 

The Major and commanding officers of companys of the first Battalion 
will meet at Chesterfield on Saturday, the 24th inst., and the Major and 
commanding officers of companys of the second Battalion will meet at 
a house of Francis Lockett's, Sen'r (on the north side of the road, at or 
near the ground on which the last Battalion muster was had), on Mon
day, the 26th inst., for the purpose of holding Courts-Martial for the 
assessment of fines. 

Copy. 

R. O. 

DA VlD PA'l"1'ESON, 

Lt. C. C. 23rd Reg't. 

Dec. !!eth, 1795. 

Major Thomas Burfoot, Capts. Edward Branch, Rowlett, Folkes, Rudd. 
Dance, Newby, Cheatham, Thos. Branch, Traylor, and Lieuts. Gill, 
Goode, Branch, Graves, Baugh, Findley, and Hodges will meet at ('be$
terfield Courthouse on Wednesday, the 23d Inst., in order to hold a 
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Gt>neral CourirMartial for the tryal of Captain Thos. Railey, Robert 
Wooldridge, Aaron Haskins, and Richard Goode, in arrest for disobedi
ence of orders, of which Court Major Burfoot is to p~ide. 

DAVID PATTESON, 

Copy. Lt. C. C. 23rd Regt. 

CHARGB AGAINST CAPTS. RAILEY AND WOOLDRIDGE. 

Disobedience of orders in refusing to sit in a Court of Enquiry and 
assessment of fines for the Second Battalion on Monday, the 26th Oct. 
last, in a House of Fr&.8. I .. ockett's, Sen'r, on the north side of the road. 

LBTTERS TO THE OFFICERS. 

Dec. 12th, 1795. 
CAPT. RAIJ.EY: 

Sir: 
You herein have encloSed a copy of R. Orders and the charge 

against you. 
You are now to consider yourself in arrest, and consequently sus

pended from the exercise of all the powers and authority vested in you 
by the commission which you have the Honor to hold, until the termi
nation of your tryal. 

I am, &c., 
DAVID PATTERSON, • 

Copy. Lt. C. C. 23rd Reg't. 

MAJOR BURl!'OOT'S RBPORT. 

CaptB. Thos. Railey and Robert Wooldridge under arrest, being charged 
by David Patteson, Lt. Commandant, with disobedience of orders in 
refusing to sit on a. Court of Enquiry and assessment of fines for the 
Second Battalion on Monday, the 26th of Oct'r last, in a House of Fras. 
Lockett, Sen'r, on the north side of the road. 

The said Railey and Wooldridge objected to Capts. Hezekiah Rudd, 
Thos. Branch, and Lieut. William Goode sitting on Court, and they 
refusing to sit, there was not a sufficient number of officers to compose 
a board. 

R. Orders. Jan'y 11th, 1796. 

Major Burfoot, CaptB. Edward Branch, Rowlett, Folkes, Dance, Newby, 
Cheatham, Traylor, Baugh, and William Branch, and Lieut's Gill, Graves, 
Fendley, Hodges, Hancock, Thos. Friend, Moseley. Lockett, and Edward 
Friend will meet at Chesterfield Court House on Fryday, the 29th Inst., 
in order to hold a general Court Martial for the tryal of Capts. Thos. 
Railey, Robert Wooldridge, and Richard Goode, in arrest for disobedi-
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1796. ence of orders, of which Court Major Burfoot will preside. It is hoped 
RrC~~l~~d the officers will be pointed in their attendance. 

Charge as of the 12th Dec. past, 
Copy. 

DAVID PATTESON, 

Lt. C. C. 23d Rcgt 

.TOIIN HAMII,TON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Feb. 15. I have deferred replying to your Excellency's Ictter of the 4th instant 
B~?;~ol&m_ with the hopes of bein~ informed hy you of the result of the referencl' 
8ul's Office whieh it was determined by the Executive of Virginia to make to til!' 

President of the United States of the questions arising under the medi
tated shipments of horses. This reference your Excellency had the 
goodne88 to represent would not occasion much delay (the President't; 
answer bein~ expected by the mail due the e\'cning of the date of your 
letter). 

No ad\'ices having ,been received by me from your Ji;xcellency, t.hou~h 
many days have elapsed !:Iince I received your letter, I Illust, at the smile 
time that I beg lea\'e to express my 8urpri8e at the (~ircumstanee, rCfluc8t 
that you will cOlllluuniente to me, as soon aller the receipt by the Execu
th-e lUI, possible, the determination of the Pl'e!olident 011 the subject., in 
order that I may give such directions to t.he concerned in the prqjected 
shipment. .. as lIlay be n(,CCH!I8ry, 

I think it pJ'Oper to stat.e to your Excellency that t.hey represent t() 1111' 

that the extra C()8t of keeping the horscH detnilwd by the orders of tIll' 
Exccuth'e alllounts to a very large ~um per diem, and that the dallll~(, 
of thc VeSl:!d8 eng~ed by them will also be ultima.tely immenHe. ul'oI1 
what purty ~() m'er thc8e expen~t's may evcnttu\lIy full, I therefore flath.·r 
mY8clf that your Exeelleney will see the propriety of giving me tilt' 
cal'l il'!lt intelligellce reluting to this aftaiI'_ 

With perfect esteem and retolped, I hll.\'e, &c, 

p, H.-I lu\\'c the honor to acquaint your Excelleney that I yesterday. 
after writing the fOrl'going, rl~~l'ived a lettel' from Colonel Wilson inic.lTlll
ing me of' the revocation of the orderH of t.he Executive issued on tlJ(' 
29th ultimo to arrcHt the departure of the horMes therein alluded to_ 
('olonci Xl'wton not ilCing ill tuwn, hi8 tolon-in-Iaw ti,r\\'arlll'd to me a copy 
of' your Ji~xcl'llen('Y'H lettcr to thut gentleman. dated t.he 12th cum'nt 1111 

t.he Hame 8uhjl·et. .1. IL 
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To the Governor or Chief Magistrate of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 

We, your petitioners: from a consciousness of its not being our 
int(,lltion to injure, tresp8.88 on, or in anywise infringe on the Laws or on 
the Liberties of a certain Mr. Radford, at a time when he drove a parcel 
uf Cattle to a plantation of his in our neighborhood, which before that 
unhappy period had never experienced the calamity of what is ealled 
the Distember in Cattle. Knowing the operation of the law would not 
~tl)p the conta¢on, and he being without a Bill of Health much alarmed 
Uti, in ('onsequence of which we assembled the next morning at the plan
tation of Mr. Radford, with arms (knowing they were drove through 
Distempered Stocks), and offered him the following terms, which had 
hpcn offered him by us before he moved his cat.t1e from Hanover: which 
\fa:!, to buy them and sell him cattle clear of all distempers, or to 
cxchanl(c them in quantity amI quality, or to destroy them and let him 
take the course of the Law 011 lUI. Rut Mr. Radford chose to exdlan~e 
them hy the valuation of Col. Randolph and Capt. Lightfoot, both chol:!e 
by him!!elf, in consequence of ·which bonds passed from him to us and 
from us to him, und('r penalties to meet on a certain day and make the 
exchange. But, to our great mortifi('ation and surpri!!e, the first we 
IlI'urd from ,Mr. Radford was an indic.tmcnt in behalf of the ('()~lllnOn
we'.llth, including men who only calh·d by: not living in the neighborhood, 
to negotiate bUl:!iness with one of UB, which means he put it out of our 
power to defend oun;elve!! on fair grounds, in consequence of which a 
judgment went ag".linl:!t Ul:! for sixty poundj,! and co!!b~, an exeeution for 
which is now in the handl:! of the Sheriff. 

This being the Truth of the case, as will furth{lr appear frolll the 
knowledgl:' of Col. Innes and affidavits which he has in PosHcs.~i()n, I:Iho\\,
in~ that we do daily experience the 10l:ls of our Cattle from the caUSl'S 

ahm'e ('ited (which causes some familil'S almost to come on the parish 
that before lived free from want). we, your petitioners, hope anll tru!!t 
that you in your wisdom, with your Coun<'il, will colll;ider the hard~hipH 
WI' lahor under, and that the small" Sllm before mentioned, will be no 
ubject to the State, particularly when fl.'Covered from per hap!! as good 
citizt\ns as any, and not able to pay any money except their jU8t dt'hts. 

Ja.mes Walker, John Burke, Sam'. Durfey, Edw'd Holderoft, Wm . 
. Jackson, Miles Carey, Halph Burton, Cornelius Durfey, Harrison Pear
man, Robert N. )Iarstoll. 

Dl'C. 10th, 179;;. 

The Auditor rather douhts whether he has power to suspend sen'ice of 
the ex'on in this estle, but a8 the Hon'ble Board wish that the objectl:! of 
the amendment should have a chance to avail thellll:!eh'cs of the lenity 
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of the General Assembly, J. P. has written to the Sheriff of Charles City, 
requesting him to refrain from levying the ex'on until he receives further 
directions, and has promised to acquaint the Court from whence it issued 
of the interference. 

Feb. 15th, '96. 

ISAAC SHELBY TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Feb. 15, Since the date of my letter to your Excellency of the 18th of Septem-
Kentucky. her lal!lt, I have received a second le.tter from Mr. Arthur Campbell on the 

same subject which was mentioned in the first. I submitted the informa
tion which I had received respecting the business to the consideration of 
the Legislature of this State at their last session, in consequence of which 
they passed an act empowering the Governor of this State to take such 
steps as he may judge proper for the permanent establishment of the 
boundary line between this State and the State of Virginia. I now do 
IIJYRelf the honour of transmitting to you a copy of that Act. The mode 
pointed out by that Act of doing the business by Commissioners seems 
to me to be the most eligible one which can he adopted, but if any other 
way which will be equally expeditious and effectual, and more agreeable 
to the State of Virginia can be suggested, I shall with pleaSure consent 
to it on the part of this State. 

As I consider the speedy establishment of this line a matter of conse
quence to the peace of both States, I must request that I may hear 
from you on this subject as soon as your convenience will admit. , 

I have, &c. 

As ACT CONCERNING THE BOUNDARY LINE BETWEEN THIS STATE 

AND THE STATE OF VIRGINIA. 

Whereas it is represented to this present General Assembly that 8e,"
eral persons from the State of Virginia have made encroachments on the 
territory of this State by entering thereon Land warrants issued by the 
Rt'gif.olter of that State, and it is necessary that the Line between this 
~tate and the State of Virginia should be established so as to prevent 
any don bts in future reRpecting the said Line-

Be it enacted by the General Assembly, that the Governor of this State 
be. and he is hereby, directed to open a correspondence with the Gover
nor of the State of Virginia, relative to the said boundary Line, and to 
appoint three Commissioners, if to him it may appear necessary, or to 
do whatever else may appear most proper for the permanent establish
ment of the said Line so as to prevent any doubts in future respecting iL 
And be it further enacted, that Ja.mes Thompson and William Croghan 
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be appointed to ascertain the head of Green RiYer, and then to run the 
North East Line of the Military Lands. 

EDWARD BULLOCK, S. H. R. 
AI,EX'R S. BULLETl', 

Speaker of the Senate. 
Approved Dec'r 21, 1795. 

ISAAC SHELBY, 

Governor of Kentucky. 

STATE OF KENTUCKY, SECRETARY'S OFFICt:. 

I do certify that the fort'going is a true copy of the enrolled Bill filed 
in my office. . 

Given under my hand this 26th January, 1796. 

JAME.'! BROWN, Sec'y. 

Tnos. NEWTON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

In my absence y'r Exc'y'K favor respecting the horses arrived. They 
are Iotone, and I hope consigned to the French service . 

. Last night I reCeived a letter from Judge Griffin, which I enclose: By 
the proceedings which he requires of the man's swearing &c, we sha.1I be 
deprived of our seamen. They will never be permitted. to come on shore. 
If application was made to Coll. Peyton, of Fauquier, probably proof 
sufficient might be adduced to induce the Judge to iRsue a Ii. C. . 

The man's oath with the Britillh cannot be admitted; it was tried in 
the case of Rayborn without effect, and with strong circumstances in his 
favor. 

We have many vacancies in our Militia, and wish to have the law of 
last session to fill them up, as I think there is an 8.lteration which effects 
the promotion of officers. 

Capt. Street is dead; his place we are at a loss about, and could wish it 
to remain until some person could be fixed on, that would fin it with 
general satisfaction. This your Excellency and Council are empowered 
to do without recommendation, being a volunteer company. 

I am, &c. 

SIR: 
WILLIAMSBURG, Feb. 19th, 1796. 

In consequence of a letter from Governor Brooke, I beg leave to 
inform you that I cannot direct a habeas corpus to issue unless the appli
cant, Ma.cGeary, will make affidavit before the }[ayor of Norfolk, that he 
is an American citizen, and that he has not voluntarily entered on board 
the British Ship of War the Resolution, but that he is detained by force 
on board the said vessel; together with such other proofs as he can adduce 
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to support his petition to me. G I 
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These papers being transmitted, I will consider the matter immed iately. 
and if the law can justify the proceeding, most cheerfully a writ shall be 
awarded to bring the parties before the Judge. 

Being upon official duty from home, I did not read the Governor's let~ 
ter until this moment. 

I am, &c., 
C. GRIFFIN. 

\V. WIL~ON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

A number of young Gentlemen of this place are very anxious of for
ming themselves in a company (If Artillery, under the command of .John 
Cowpcr; EHq'r, and have requeflted me to solicit your Excellency, to fur
nil:!h them with two field pieces for· training. In this they are the more 
ellluloutI,8..'I they have estahli8hed a company in the Borough, which i~ 
fi.trnit!hed with two pieces and have made good pro!!:ress in t.raining. TIll' 
two Ut'J,."ments of this county have not as yet any Artill{'ry l'oq)!ol, amI 
by ~rantin~ to thiH intended Company two fllllall leavelling Pil,(,t,!ol, (fur 
whieh I will be re:,;ponRihle) it will gr{'atly add to our :Military ('omph'
tion. I wait your answer, and if they can be hall, the recolUmendatiOll~ 
for the oflicers will be sent up. 

1 have the honor, &c. 

A. V ANIIERH08T TO TilE GOVERNOR. 

Feb. 24, In IUlHwer to your letter of the 9t.h ult'o, respectin!!: the interchange of 
CharleHt01l"D tlH' laws of Virginia an.d of th\s State, 1 ha"e the honor to infonn yuu. 

that heing in sentiment with you on thi", tmhj('('t, I have directed the K('('
rotary to forward to you, the existing Code of Lawl:! of this State up tu 
the pre:,1ent timc, by the firilt com"enieni. opportunity by water. M I appre
hend they will he too hulky for the post in the fi~t inst.1nce, but here
after may be Rent annually hy that conveyance. 

Feh.2l1, 
~orrolk 

I am, ~ir, with great respect and eMteem, Your &c. 

THO. NEWTON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

I received your Excellency's Letter respect.in~ the pnrdlll.8c (If two 
acres of Land for building houses for the reCt~ption of the goods and 
accommodating persons who arc under performance of quarantiul'. I 
have two pla('es in view, but have not yet seen the owners of either. r 
shall endeavour to purchase one of them, but suppose three or 4 acres 
would be better and not cost much ruore than two. G I 
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I'll thank your Excellency for the Law, 88 these honses are for a per
manency. I suppose they ought to be built of good materials, and 
comfortable for the sick, and the Warehouse strong and safe. In my 
opinion they will, in course of time, save the State much expenee, 88 

there will be no occasion to hire boats; the person who resides at the 
place will be sufficient guard, and the pilots now having a reward for 
bringing the vessels too, will prevent the necessity of boats; I shall with 
pleasure attend to the business, and should be glad to ha.ve instructions 
early respecting the hodses, as this is the season for engaging timber, &c. 

I am, &c. 

WILLIAM STORKE TO TilE GOVERNOR. 
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Be jllcased to send p'r the hearer (Major Hansford) my commission 88 March 4, 

Sheriff for the County aforesaid for the ensuing year, the order of Court Kid!,~rge 
for nomination having been sent to you some time since. Y 

I am, &c. 

JAMES McHENRY TO THE GOVERNOR. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's letter of the 
26th of January last, together with the aoo't and vouchers of the Militia 
and Scouts of the State of Virginia, which have been delivered to the 
Accountant to be placed under examination, who wiJI attend to the same 
as early 88 possible. 

I have the honor, &c. 

March 4, 
War Office 

Capt. James Hawkins resigned commission in the Volunteer l\Iilitia by March 4 

letter of Oct. 18th, 1794, to A. Lewis. 

ANDREW \VOODLEY TO TilE GOVERNOR. 

Thi.~ ('ome to inform you' that I have taken the collection for the March !I, 
Revenue of '96-the baek tax for '95. I am willing to collect also upon IsleoCWlght 

t'onditioll that you giVtl me llntil ~ovelllber, ninety-seven, as I conceive 
it cannot be collected sooner, as the collection for ninety-seven will be 
also to collect. If the above terms meet with your approbation, please 
to give me an answer immediately, and you will greatly oblige. dear sir, 

Yours, &c. 
Digitized by Coogle 45 
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At a Court held for Albemarle county the seventh day of March, 1796, 
the following officers were nominated and recommended to the Governor 
and Council of Virginia, viz: Christopher Hudson as a Captain of Horse, 
Peter Loll as First Ueutenant of Horse under Christopher Hud80n, 
Robert W. Lewis as Second Lieutenant of Horse under Christopher Hud
son, Charles Jouett as a Cornett of Horse under Christopher Hudson. 

A copy-Teste: 
JNO. NICHOLAS, C. A. C . . 

GEORGE PICKETT TO THE GOVERNOR. 

March 9, Solicits remission of fine for non-attendance f)S a juryman at Superior 
Richmond Courts in 1789, amounting to £8.10. 

DABNEY MINOR TO THE GOVERNOR. 

March 10 Prays the remission of a fine against Wm. Minor, dec'd, for non-atten-

March 14, 
Account

ant's Office 

dance. 

W M. SIMMONS TO THE GOVERNOR. 

The Account and Vouchers for the Pay and Subsistence of the )Iilitia, 
Pay of the Scouts, and Incidental expenses for the Protection of the Fron
tiers of the State of Virginia in the year 1795, transmit.too by your EXl'el
leney to this Department on the 26th of January last, as mentioned in 
your letter of that date to the Secretary of War, have been under exami
nation in this Office, anrl are now adjusted. The 8um appearing due is 
five thousand five hundrerl and sixt.y-one dollars and ninety-eight ('ents, 
differing from that Rtated by Mr. Penrlleton, one hundred anrl sixty-s(>"en 
dollars and fifty-four cents, owing to sundry deductions n.~ will nppl'll.r hy 
the enclosed statement. It may be necessary to mention that the abo\'t~ 
difference, principally arises on account of their daiml! for Rervict'~ in 
1798 and 1794 being rejected; for it was understood that the last R£'ttll'
ment with the State of Virginia, for tll£' Pay &c., of her Militia in the Pm
tection of her Fronti£'l'8, ineluded all claims of that nature to the latter 
end of the year 1794, and it would he now very improper to have to re\'i~l.· 
or re-examine that settlement, which must be the ease, if chnrges ar(' pro
duced that should have been brought forward previous to that. 8ettlelllt'nt, 
lllany charges in that aceount, although not properly authorized or 
vouched, having been admitted under the idea that it was to be a final 
settlement up to the date above mentioned. 
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It will be necessary that you draw an order for the amount now due, 1796. 

which will be immediately paid on your authorizing some person to pass ~~~;t~' 
his receipt for the same. ant's Office 

I am, &c. 

STATEMENT OF DIFFERENCES WHICH APPEAR ON EXAMINATION OF 

THE VIRGINIA OLAIMS FOR PAY, &c., OF HER MILITIA AND SCOUTS 

IN 1795. 

Amount of the Account as stated by Mr. Pendleton, -
Amount of Ditto as stated in the Accountant's office, -

Difference-Dollars, 

Accounted for as follows-viz't: 
Deductions. 

Amo't Pay of Nathan Parks and John Radcliffe for 
services in 1794 Rejected, it being under that last 
Settlement with the State of Virginia included 
all ~Iilitia claims to the latter end of that year, - 104 50 

Ditto of Henry Willis and 11 others for services in 
1793, the same remark as above, 40 52 

A Bill of Doctor White for medical attendance in 
1793, tmme remark, - 9 45 

OverchargE'<! in the Pay of Eus. Whitman, he being 
made uJ> on the Roll at 22 Dollars p'r month in-
stead of 20 Dolls., 3 93 

Ditto in the subsistence of a Detachment com-
manded by Ditto, 20 

Ditto in the Pay of the Lieut. and Sergo of Capt. 
Haymond's Co., 3 cents each, - 6 

Ditto in Rations issued by Lt. Levi Morgan to 5 
Indian Prisoners from 7th Nov. to 12th May, '95, 
being but 187 instead of 188 days, as ch'd in 
acc't, 40 

Ditto in the Pay of Serg't Cooms and 7 Privates 
from 12th Sept. to 12th Oct., '95, 9 

Ditto in the Pay of Bartholomew Jenkins and 
Jacob Scott, Scouts from 1st of Aug. to 9th Nov., 
'95,8 cents each, 16 

Ditto 10 days each in the pay of John Young and 
.Joseph Burwell, Scouts from 21st of July to 3rd 
Oct'br, '95---i:!tated in the acc't to be 85 instead 
of 75 days' service-amount, 16 66 

5,729 52 llarch 14 

5,561 98 

167 54 

154 47 

21 50 
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Additions. 

Short charged in the Pay of 21 Privates of Capt. 
Haymond Cop'y, 

Ditto in the Pay of Friley and Wm. Dorton, Scouts 
from 5th of May to 5th September, '95, lOs. each, 
amounting to -

Difference above stated-Dollars, 

!) 10 

a 33 
8 43 

Wi 54 

DEPARTMEl'\'T OF W AU, An'ot:NTANT'S OFJ.'ICE, 

March l-'1th, lif)(]. 

Admitted the s~m of 5,561 98-100 Dollars. 

WM. SIMMONS, Acc't. 
Stated in the Accountant's Office. 

HENRY BARREY, Cl'k. 

March 15 At a Court-Martial held at the house of Gravit Edwards the 25th day 
of October, 1795, for assessment of fines within the first Battalion, 88th 
Regiment, Thomas Bell, Colonel Commandant of the said regiment, 
being reported as delinquent, in failing to attend a Court-Martial he1d 
here the twenty-fifth day of May last, and he being heard in his own 
defence, it is considered by the Court that he pay a fine of seventy 
dollars for his said non-attendance. 

March 18 
Richmond 

A copy from the Record. 
JOHN CARR, 

Clerk 88th Regiment. 

JOHN STRODE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

In conversation which I had with the Honorable Colo. Burnley rela
tive to the arms which .T contemplate to make for the public, it appearl"d 
that specific proposals are expected from me; to make which I am under 
difficulty, because the honorahle Board has not furnished me with a pat
tern to operate as a rule, nor am I informed of the length and qualit.y 
which will be required. 

Colo. Burnley says that the intention is to havc such arms made as 
thOrte of the United State8, which probably is to receive a ball of 18 to 
the PQund; upon this opinion J shall endeavor to form an estimate l'al
culated to execute the Guns essentially in the very hest manner. 

Supposing the Barrei to be 3 feet 8 inches in length, the Bayonet one 
foot 5 inches in the blade, a double bridle Lock of the best construction, 
neat Brass Mountingtl, ~tcel Ramrod, neatly Stocked of~la.ck W~nut, 8. 
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Cartouch Box suitable to contain 24 rounds, with neat Black Leather 
Belts, mounted with Brass Buc~es, complete; wiper for the pan, and 
picker for the touch-hole; as well finished and as good in quality as those 
of the united States. 

Yet the Hon'ble Executive may vary .this in any respect, grounding 
their ultimate decision on future information and t.he principles of this 
3.'!.'Iumed estimation. 

That is, for every Gun amI accoutrements of the above description, 
the Band whereof has been duly proved with double charge of powder 
and ~all, in presence of two men for that purpose commissioned, and 
delivered in cases or chet;ts of Twenty Stand each; to be allowed the 
sum of Twenty Dollars for each Stand. That I shall have four months 
allowed to prepare the machinery, procure ~ands, and fix for the busi
ness. After that, to delh"er in the course of the next three months at 
ll'a.~t i.50 Stand; in the next three months at least 1,000, in the next 
three months another 1,000 at least, and in the last three months the 
residue of the 4,000 Stand, making, in the whole time,'sixteen months 
after the date of the Deeds of the c.ontract. That on my giving a suffi
cient ~urit.y on Lands and Slaves (to be ascertained by commissioned 
appraisers) to double the amount, the Hon'ble Executive advance me 
one-fourth the sum contracted for, and that hundred stand, or 
equal quantity which I shall deliver, to be entitled to receh"e at 
the rate of Fifteen Dollars per stand, leaving in reserve at the rate of Five 
Dollars per Stand, to go in part discharge of the money advanced, and 
so on in like manner for every other quantity of one hundred or 
upwards, until the whole amount of the stipulated number of 4,000 
Stand be delivered. With all due regard this hasty estimate is submit-
tOO to your Honorable Board by . 

Your, &0. 

W. WILSON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

867 

1796. 
1tIarch 18, 
Richmond 

At the solicitation of Bernard Magtlien, Nathaniel Cooper, and John March 27, 

Brookes, John Cowper, Jr., Robert Shelton, and Thos. Emmerson, I take Portsmouth 

the liberty of naming them as proper gentrn for officerigg (as they 
stand named) two companies of artillery in this place. 

The three first named gentlemen already command a company denom
inated Grenadiers, but they and their whole company are very solicitous 
that your Excellency will indulge them to enter the Artillery Corps by 
cl.lmmi'!Sioning them therein. This request is the more expedient, as 
Capt. ~Iagllien and several of his men are experienced in the duties of 
that Corp8. 1\Ir. John Cowper and his officers (if commissioned) will, I 
presume, soon make up their quotas of recruits. 

I have, &c. 
Digitized by Google 
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FONTAINE MAURY TO,THE GOVBRNOR. 

I am directed by the Inhabitants of this place to transmit to you the 
inclosed paper. From it it would appear that. some person seems deter
mined on the destruction of the Tobacco Warehouses of this Town, to 
protect which a !{uard has been out eyery night since the attempt wali 

made, and one will be continued in hop~ of discovering the perpetrator 
of this inhuman act. 

With real respect, I am, &c. 

It appears that Mr .• Jefferson is indebted to the State on an account he 
settled with the Auditor in Dec. 1789, £1,934 3-6. J. P. wrote to him 
on this subJect while he resided at Philadelphia, and received for an!olWl'r 
that his private papers were all at lfonticello, and promising to sctt1e thl' 
balance on his return to \Tirginia, since which S. P. has not reminded him 
of it. J. P. wishes however that the deduction which )Ir. Jefferson pro
poses of thil:! sum from the claim of Grand & Co., may be considered hy 
the honorable Board as conditional for the present, ha.ving a faint idea that 
Mr .• Jefferson talked (at the time of the settlement above mentioned) of 
balandng the amount by Expenses or {'Olum's for some puhlic Agency. 
I will write Mr. Jefferson now and ha\'e an explanation and final settle
Illent with him. 

J. PENDLETOX. 
Aud't.'rs Office, 28t.h Mar. 1796. 

CHAS. S. BOUSH TO COL. THOS. NEWTON. 

A House 24 by 16, with a 12 ft.. Shed, can be build with bricks Ii 
brick thick, for £280. If of wood underpined with bricks, ,£250. A 
warehouse 40 by 20, of bricks, for £2;')0, and if of wood for £220, or 
thereabouts. 

I am, &c. 

Ro. QUARLES TO THE GOVERNOR. 

~rl\l't'h 31. InC'losC'd you will receive the usual Quarterly Return of ~[ilitary StOfCit 
Rit'hmond under my care. 

I think it may not bt, impropt·r to mention to th(' Executive, that from 
the gl'C'at difficulty in !lettin~ suit ... hl!.' Iron for our Shops in Richmond. 
I ~hall he undl'r the necl'~sity of scnding for that arti~ to some of the 
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work~ beyond the mountains. I will therefore request the Board to grant 
as lUuch money in advance as will procure me a Ton. 

I have, &c. 

A QUARTERLY RETURN OF TilE ARMS AND OTHER MILITARY 

t'iTORES AT THE STATE ARSENAL, FROM THE 1ST OF J AN'y TILL 

THE 31ST OF MARCH, 1796. 

859 

1796. 
March 31. 
Richmond 

116 Inch Brass Mortar, 1 6 pound Brass field piece, 1 4 pound Ditto, March 31 
1 Iron piece, 5226 Muskets in complete order, 2699 Muskets with tough 
Bayonets. otherwise in good order, 296 old Muskets out of repair, ()59 
new stocked Muskets wanting ~ayonets and ramrods, 400 :So. Pickers 
and Brushes, 2939 Musket worms, 132 Screw Drivers, 805 Artillery 
~wl)rds, 293 Grenedier swords, 7 barrels of Gun Powder, 40 . Pigs of Lead, 
181 Case Shot from 6 to 4 pounds, 263 Round Ditto, 30 Rheams of Cart'g 
Paper, 436 Cannon Tubes, 18 Barrels of Flint, 1650 pounds of Ball and 
Buck Shot, * 80 MU8ket.~ Stocked, 272 Bayonets and Ramrods forged, 
filed and fitted, 144 Bayonets and Ram Rods ground and polished, 
95 Xo. Muskets made complete with ground Bayonets and Ram Rods 
and Racked. * 
* Work of this Quarter. 

x. B.-72 stand of repaired arms are boxed up and ready for delivery 
to Capt. Caruthers as per order. 5Otbs. of Gun Powder delivered to the 
order in favor of Colo. Patterson. 

Ro. QUARLES, Supt. 
31st llarch. 1796. 

1'. II. MACON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Agreeable to the directions of the Executive, I have examined the April 4 

orunance of the flhip-yard and find there are only two 3S-pounders and 
about half a Ton of eannon Ball of different sizes. It has been Bug-
I!t'~tt'd to me that there was a lar~e number of Balls and BOlllb-shells 
whirh has heen taken away and carried off hy l!everal disorderly per-
~U1h! in eounle of two or three yean! pa.~t. The eannon a1'e spiked up, 
but independent of that thc.y appear to he ~ood pieces and worth atten-
tion. I think it would he advi8nhle to have them taken care of as soon 
as it. can he done with ('onvl'nience, for they are now exposed to every 
hil!h Tide, which wil) tend to injure thcm very much if they remain in 
the same I!ituation any length of time. 

I am: &c. 
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WILLIAM B. W ALLEM TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Besides the 25 Hogsheads of Tobacco that were saved from the fire 
when Dixon's Warehouse was burnt, 22nd of last Inst., there was a. 
quantity of loose Tobacco, from which the casks were burnt, taken from 
the flames by some persons jn consequence of assurances from us that 
they should be paid for it. We estfmate the quantity to about Ten or 
Twel ve Thousand Ibs., and wait for the orders of the Executive respect
ing its Disposal-viz.: whether we are to purchase ca!kH and prize it up, 
and when prized whether we are to sell it at public Auction and aecount 
with the Treasurer for the money. There are also some articles of le8s 
consequence rendered useless here by the fire which belong to the Com
monwealth, as the mettle of the standard weights and Iron articles of 
different kinds which might be sold. We are very desirous to have 
some instructions respecting the persons who saved the loose. Tobaeco 
above mentioned. 

And am, &c. 

W. FOUSHEE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

April 9 The Direction of the James River Compa~y have made requisitions 
on the holders of shares generally for the subscribed Loan u.nder an act 
of the General Assembly at their last session of ten Dollars, payable the 
1.5th day of llay next, and 0.° like sum on the 15th day of Septemher 
ensuing. The State will have to pay the above on be~ween 260 and 2;0 
share~. It will greatly accommodate t.he Company to receil'e in ad\"ance 
on the first requisition about twel\"e hundred dollars, and for this sum I 
flatter myself permission will be granted the Treasurer to pay on 
account. 

With respect, I am, &c. 

April 10 .Josiah Vick, William Hines, and Edmund Tyler. Gent'n. were recom-
nll'nded to the EXt'cutiYe a~ Kheriffs for the county of Southampton in 
.Tuly, li94, the recommenda.tion forwarded to Richmond, and a commis
sion rc('Pi"cd hy the Clerk, who handed it to Josiah Vickj but .Tot-'inh 
Yick failin~ to ~ivc hond within two months, a certificate was [I('llt und('r 
the ~i~nature of the Deputy Clerk to the Governor of his refusal. b~' tht' 
mail from Smithfield. Another ('ommisl>ion WR!:! sent by the j.;xecutive. 
difl'ctl'd to Willillm Hines. Gcnrn, bearing dah' Xo\'. 26th, li9Hj but II(' 
al!:!o failiu/?: to ~h'e bond in two months, a second certificate was sent tn 
the Executh'e by the mail from Smithfield (under the signature of the 
Deputy Clerk) of said failure. A third commission ~ recei\"¢ from 
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the Executive, bearing date March 16th, 1795, directed to Edmund Tyler, 1796. 

Hent'n, which was delivered him on the 14th day of May, 1795, and April 10 

after expiration of two months, to wit: after the 14th day of July, 1795, 
being five days after Southampton court day, a third certificate was sent 
by the Deputy Clerk, that the said Edmund Tyler had failed to give bond 
according to Law, and on the following Court, t.o-wit: August, 1795, the 
preseut recommendation was made. 

SAM'L KELLA, A. S. C. 
April 10th, 1796. 

WK. PENNOCK TO THE GOVERNOR. 

I yesterday received Letters from Paris and Havre, for Mr. Skipwith's 
is the following Paragraph: 

"Inclosed you have the Bill of Lading of three large cases marked 
8V, containing the statue in white marble of General Washington, scutted 
by an eminent artist of this place agreeable to the orders he received 
from Mr. Thomas Jefferson whilst our Minister in this Country. My 
next will co\'er my account of expenditures for having this statue trans
ported from hence to Havre, the packing and shipping of it." 

You have inclosed one of the Bills of Lading, which will show the 
freight and primage, and by this Post I have desired my friends Plum
llted & McCall to pay all charges and ship the cases to Richmond, which 
I pn>sume will be agreeable. Should it not, you will give those gentle
men such directions as you think proper. 

I am, &c. 

April 10, 
Norfolk 

Rhipped in good order, by V'e Homberg & Homberg ~'reres, in and April 10 

upon the ship ('aUed the Planter, whereof is m8.llter, for this pr~sent voy-
~e, Ayres Stockley, now in the Harbour of Havre-Dc-Grace, bound for 
Philadelphia, to say, for account and risk of the Governor and Council 
of the Town of Richmond, State of Virginia: SV. Three cases, one of 
which contains the Marble Pedister Statue of General Washington, and 
the two others contain the Marhle Pedestal of said Statue, weighing 
to!!cther Thirty-six thommnd pounds weight, going for Eighteen Tuns, 
bcinf{ marked and numbered as ill the margin, and to be delivered in the 
like good order at the aforeRaid Port of Philadelphia (the danger of the 
:leas only excepted) unto the order of Mr. Wi11iam Pennock, of Norfolk, 
ViQrinia, who is to convey the same to said GO\Ternor and counsel of 
niehmond, or to his order or aBHigns, he or they paying freight for said 
Hoods three pounds ten shillings sterling per tun of two thousand 
weight, and ten per cent. primage, with primage and average accustomed. 

In witness whereof, the Master of the Haid Ship hath affirmed to five 
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1796. Bills of I"ading of this tenor and date, one of which being accomplished, 
April 10 the other four to stand void. Dated Havre-de-Grace, Jan'y 25th, 1796. 

Contents unknown. 
AYRES STOCKL Y. 

WM. BRECKENRIDGE AND ~~DW'D BRIEN TO TilE GOVERNOR. 

April 11 Weare in want of lIome Land warrants to the amount of 150 or 
200,000 acres, and have a Quantity of United States Stock, which we 
came here with an expectation of selling, but find it cannot he readily 
turned into money, there being no purchasers in this place. We are 
therefore induced to trouble the Executi,'e with a request, that per
m~ssion may be given the Treasurer to pass a Receipt, so as to enable us 
to obtain the wf!.rrants from the Register and take a deposit in stock, to 
secure the pointed payment of the money at the expiration of eighty or 
ninety days, which would be a great convenience to us, and we trust 
would not be any disadvantage to the. Commonwealth. A compliance 
with this Request will be ever gratefully remembered by us. 

Sir, with due respect &c. 

AUDITOR'S OFFICE, 12th April, 179fi. 

April 11 Received of John Dawson, Esq'r, &c.; &c., &c.-

April 12 

April 12 

The Treasurers Receipt for !lix thousand three hundred and. ten dollars 
three cents. 

On account of the pay and subsistence of the Militia, pay of the Scoutll 
and incidental expenses attending the protection of. the frontier of this 
State for the' year 179". 

S. SHEPARD. 

BE~J'N WOLFE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Complaining of injustice done him in conferring the command of the 
Company resigned by Capt. Perry on Sam. McCraw, who had never held 
any commisijionj he the said Wolfe, having held an ensigncy in the said 
Militia. 

At a Court continued for Bath County the 13th day of April, li96-
Ordered, that John Lewis, Gent., be recommended to Robert Brook('. 
Esq'r, Governor of the Com'th, as a fit person for a Capt. of a Troop of 
Cavalry in this County; and Thos. Peebles Lieut. and James Vance Colo
nel. 

Teste: 
CHAS. CAMERON Cl'k. 
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I am informed that the Troop is already received, and only the offi- 1796. 

eelS waiting for commissions. April 12 
c. c . 

. 
H'y BOWZER TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Application hath been made to me by a number of the young men of 
}Iontgomery county to endeavour to obtain orders for the raising of a 
Troop of cavalry in that county. My opinion is that a respectable 
Troop may be raised there. I therefore beg leave to recommend the 
following Gentlemen as offlcers for the same, to-wit: Andrew Lewis, Sen., . 
as CaptaiQ, Gordon Cloyd as first Lieutenant, Samuel Crockett as second 
Lieutenant, and James Bryant as Cornet. 

I know these appointments would be !l8.tisfactory to the persons so 
appointed, and believe also to those who wish to engage in that service. 

I have, &c. 

Received of Sam'l Coleman fifty stand of arms belonging to the Com
monwealth, which I hereby oblige myself, my heirs, Executors, or admin
istrators to return in the order in which they are received, when called 
on so to do by the Executive, under the penalty of the value thereof. 

Given under my hand this 13th day of April, 1796. 

WARNER LEWIS. 
Teste: 

A. BLAIR. 

JACOB COOKE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

April 13, 
BOtetourt 

April 13 

On the first day of the present month I made proposals to you to manu- April 18, ' 
facture one thousand stand of arms and accoutrements at the rate of New London 

Sixteen Dollars each. I now take the liberty to propose to you to make 
them the second year one dollar cheaper, viz: Fifteen Dollars for each 
stand and accoutrements, and the third year I will engage to make them 
for Fourteen Dollars, each stand complete. I hope you'll fayor me with 
your decision on this Business (by the Post) as soon as possible. .... 

I remain, &c. 

STEPHEN RAVENEL TO THE GOVERNOR. 

By desire of his Excellency Arnoldus Vanderhorst, I herewith enclose 
t.o your Excellency two volumes of the Public Laws of South Carolina, 
which I hope you may receive safe. 

I have. &c. 

April 18, 
Charleston, 
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. r. AMBLER TO THE HONORABLE COUNCIL. 

A great proportion of the money in the public Treasury at this time 
is in Bank Notes, which very few claimants can: be prevailed on to receive 
in payment, so that we shall in a short time find it extremely difficult to 

satisfy the public creditors. 
I would therefore submit to the consideration of the Honorable Board 

the propriety of requesting Gentlemen Merchants, and othel'8 in wholll 
we can confide, going from time to time to Philadelphia, to take each 
three or four thousand dollars Bank Notes and exchange them for Gold. 
Such a sum in Gold, I apprehend, may be brought on their retum with
out 'much inconvenience and scarce any risk. If something of this Iwrt 
cannot be done, it will be absolutely necessary to send a person to Phila
delphia on pur\>ose, which will be attended with considerable expense 
as well as risk if the whole sum is to be brought at once. 

I am, &1::. 

JOSEPH NEVILL TO THE GOVERNOR. 

AIEril22, Asking the aid of the Governor to obtain compensation for deprecia-
ardy tion in certain warrants previously held by him. 

BATH COUNTY, April Oourt, 1796. 

April 30 Ordered, that John Lewis, Gent'n, be recommended to Robert Brooke, 

Esq'r, Governor of Virginia: as a fit person for Captain of a Company of 
Light Horse in this county, and Thomas Peebles Lieutenant, and James 
Vance for Colollel. 

A Copy-Teste: 
CHAS. CAMERON, Cl'k. 

JAMES McFARLANE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

May 3, Compatihle to your request, the within is the affidavit.of Alexander 
Abingdon Teubeuf and Henry Dickenson, Clerk of Russell. 

You will please excuse me for not writing sooner. The reason why i~, 
I wished to hlwe taken the affidavit of Mitis Drushane, who was present 
when the depredation was committed, but she not being well enolllth 
acquainted with Inglish, I could not have it taken. 

Mr. Dickenson, forgetting to bring the affidavit to this place of .\lex
ander Teubeuf that was filed in his office, I was under the necrWty of 
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Taking a new one, as said Teubeuf being present. If that will not 
all8wer, I can forward the original one if required. 

I made mention of what passed betwixt us respecting recommending 
agents to undertake the business to Colo. Andrew Cowan to nominate 
some fit person or persons. From the great desire he had to have them 
apprehtmd he will undertake it, provided I will go with him. If your 
Excellency thinks proper to appoint us, we will use every exertion to 
bring them to Justice. If not, we recommend the following, to-wit: 
Capt. Vathan Ellington, Captain Henry Bowen, who are gentlemen of 
Character and can be relied upon. Weare willing to undertake the 
business on the following terms: We will take a minute of our Journal 
and proceedings and return you a duplicate of the same, and submit it 
to g\lvenlment what they suppose to be a generous compensation for our 
services. 

Sir, I am, &c. 

Russell County to-wit: 

. This day came Alexander Teubeufbefore me aJ ustice of said County, 
and made oath upon the holy Evangelists of Almighty God, deposeth 
and saith: that on the day of the election held for Representatives in said 
County, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, that 
two men passing by the name of Brown and Barrow, came to the house 
of this deponent's father, and after being invited and partaking of dinQer, 
and after staying some time and loitering about, taking the opportunity 
as the father of said deponent turned his face from them, one of the said 
men (which was Brown) gave him a stroke with a gun that he had in his 
hand, and the cock of the lock sunk appearingly through his scull which 
sunk him motionless, and in a short time expired-the foresaid not suf
ficing their fury, with an attempt they further proceeded to murder the 
whole family, and fell upon the said deponent with a club, and after 
receiving several wounds, made his eseape out of the house, and Miss 
Drushane at the same time dangerously wounded. 

A servant maid attempting from the alarm to cross the river got 
drowndt'd, and also the house being robbed and the trunks broke open 
and plundered, and this deponent further saith not. 

Sworn to before me this 3rd day of May, 1796. 

JOHN TATE. 

A. REID TO COL •• JOHN STEELE. 

865 

1796. 
May 3, 

Abingdon 

You have 110 doubt heard of the unhappy fate of Lexington. The Mat; ~d 
public buildings were burned with the rest, which has prevented the Rock rl ge 
Coort from doing any business in this month, and will in future without 
the interposition of the Executive by their proclamation, directing where G I -.. 

Digitized by oog e 



366 CALENDAR OF STATE PAPERS. 

1796. the Court shall be holden until the Court-House is repaired or rebuilt. 
R::lri~ A certificate for the information of the Executive is inclosed. Should it 

J(t' be consistent for the proclamation to iBBUe for holding a court next 
month, it would not only enable the Court to have the puhlic buildings 
completed before the cold weather, but would forward other husinesl! 
very much. Your attention to this business will be thankfully acknowl
edged by 

May 5, 
Dumfries 

Your, &c. 

Rockhridge County, to wit: 

I, Andrew Reid, Clerk of said County Court, do hereby certi(v 
that the Court-House of BIlid county is destroyed by fire, and that it is 
the opinion of anum ber of .J ustices of the Peace for said county that 
the Court be holden in a house the property of Andrew Reid in Lexing
ton, with his consent, by the Go\'emor's proclamation, if the Executh'e 
think fit to direct the same, until the Court-House is repaired or rebuilt. 

Teste: 
A. REID, C1'k·C't. 

May 4th, 1796. 

We approve the issuing a proclamation, to be entered on the proceed
ings of to-day. 

RoBERT GooDE, 

HARDIN BCR~L.;Y. 

GEORGE LANE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Gives information of the escape from Goal at Dumfries of Charles 
Bruster, of Alexandria, on the 18th of August. Describes said Bruster 
and his clothing. 

ISAAC SHELBY TO THE GOVERNOR. 

May 6 I have been honored with your Excellency's letters of the 9th and 26th 
of January last. 

By a letter addressed to you on the 15th day of }4'ebruary, I infonnoo 
you of the steps which had been taken by the Legislature of this State 
respecting the boundary line between this State and the State of Yi~nia. 

As I find by your lettAlr that the Executive and Legislature of each of 
these States think alike on this subj(~ct, I have appointed William lIur
ray and John Coburn, Esquires, as Commissioners on the part of this 
State, with full powers, in conjunction with the Commissioners to be 
appointed by the State of Virginiu., to ascertain and establish the boun
dary line between the two 8tates, in the manner directed by the Act Ilntl 
the Resolution of the Legislature of those States. 
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You will be pleased to direct the Virginia Commissioners to open a liOO. 
Ma"6 correspondence with those from this State on the subject, that they may .. 

be able to make the execution of the business convenient to both parties. 
I shan with pleasure co-operate with you in any other measure that 

may be necessary to carry the intentions of the two States fully into 
effect. 

The Resolution of the General Assembly of Virginia, stated in your 
letter of the 9~h of January, evinces their regard to the other States in 
the rnion, and is in my judgment founded in good poHcy. The inter
course between the States is Buch as may daily make it necessary not 
only for the private citizen but for the Executive of each State to he 
tully informed of the local laws and regulations of the sister States. 

I shall with pleasure receive from you the present Virginia Code, snfi 
exchange with you annually the laws which lIIay hereafter he enacted in 
the two States. 

I now do myself the honor of transmitting to you all the Acts of the 
Legislature of this State which have heen enacted into Laws since our 
~paration from the State of Virginia. They, with the Laws of Yirginil\ 
which existed prior to the separation, constitute our Code, as our Consti
tution declares: "All laws now in force in the State of Virginia, not 
inconsistent with this Constitution, which are of a general nature and not 
local to the eastern part of that State, Ahall be in force ill this State until 
they shall be altered or repealed by the Legi'!lature." 

I have, &c. 

ALEXANDER SMYTH TO THE GOVERNOR. 

I am informed that the question respecting the boundary· between ~{8y 6 

Virginia and Kentucky has come before the Executive. As the enclosed 
papers may throw some light thereon, I tranflmit them to you under a 
hope that no fltcp may be taken that may injure those who have decided 
for themseh"es that the Lands lie in Virginia, but that they may, if neces-
sary, have the privilege of an unprejudiced invcstigation. I will only 
add that two of the most eminent Lawyers of our State have gi,"en their 
opinions in her favor, to-wit: 1\Ir. Marshall and Mr. Wickham . 

. I am, &C. 

li8t. Dec .• 5th.-Israel Christian, by virtue of a State warrant of 3,000 
Acres. enters 1000 AC'res of Land opposite to and below the mouth of 
Salt Lick run where it empties into Handy River, the branch whereof 
Colo. Russell came up called Russell'lI Landing. This entry to be laid 
off along said Sandy River as the Law direcf.8. 

Israel Christian, by virtue of the above warrant, enters 1000 acres of G I 
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1796. Land, including the next large Bottom about 5 miles down Sandy River 
May 6 from the above entry. 

Israel Christian, by virtue of the above warrant mentioned, enters 
1000 Acres of Land on Sandy River above the first entry made by s'd 
Christian on this warrant at a place where Doct'r Walker and Powell 
marked sundry trees and wrote their names on some of them. 

1782, March 3Oth.-Israel Christian, by virtue of a State warrant, 
enters 2570t Acres of Land on both sides of Sandy creek, 20· miles 
below Russell's Landing, on a wide Bottom at the mouth of a creek 
which empties into Sandy on the East side. 

Copies-Teste : 
GoRDON CLOYD, S. M. C. 

17R6, March lith.-James Anderson, by virtue of a military warrant 
for 2{X)() Acres, No. 1280, enters the same as follows: 

1000 Acres joining and below Benjamin Furman's entry, at the mouth 
of Town Creek, and nmning up the creek for quantity. 

1000 acres joining and below the above entry up both sides of the 
creek for quantity. 

50 Acres on Military Warrant So. 339, ast-l'd to him by Richard Foster. 
joining and below the above entry and running up the Creek for quantity. 

Copies-Teste: 
GORDON CLOYD, S. M. C. 

William Morris Andrew Donnally's enteries contin'd. 
1786, March 17th.-1000 Acres joining and helow the above entry, and 

running across the river, 600 acres hereof in Fayette County. 
1,000 Acres joining and below ahove entry and running across the 

River fjOO Acres hereof in Fayette County. 
1,000 Acres joining and below Benja.min Funnan's entry Ilt the mouth 

of Town Creek on the East side of the West fork of Sandy River, and 
running a.cross s'd River, 600 acres hereof in J!'ayctte County. 

1,000 Ac:res joining and helow the abo,'e entry, and rUDlling acro..~ the 
river, 600 acres hereof in Fayette County. 

1,000 Acres joining and helow the above entry and running across tilt' 
River, .101 acres hereof in Fayette County. 

Copies-Teste: 
OOltDOS Cuwn, So M. C. 

XO\', 16th, I iH6,-.John Preston by virtue of four Land Office Trensury 
Warrants, lod~('d and filed in this office, makes the following entry \'iz: 
4,000 Acres of Land on hoth sides of the Louisa fork of Big Sandy ('rCl~k~ 
to be~in adjoininl( and nbO\'e the last mentioned entry, and to extend up 
acro:,ls amI on both sides said fork, to join an entry of Walter Preston's 
at the mouth of Johns Creek, along the foot of the ri~ which are on 
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each side of said fork, ami some small distance up on each side the sev- 179ft 

era}- branches which empty into said fork, nn both sides thereof for 1\Iay 6 

quantity, to be laid off in one more, or as many sur\'eys as will best suit 
the situation of the Land and accordin~ to Law. 

A copy-Teste: 
H. SMITH, H. It C. 

178i-James Madison, by virtue of a Land Office Treasury Warrant, 
Xo. 22,027~ dated 24th Dec. 1783, enters 4,000 Acres of Land lyin~ 

on Louisa, above the mouth of Russell's fork a branch of I..ouisR, and 
extending up the said Louisa fork on both sides, and up the different 
Creeks emptying into said Louisa, so as to include all the good land; this 
entry to be laid off in as many surveys as may best suit the situation of 
the land. 

A copy-Teste: 

H. SMITH, S. R. C. 

Aw. DUNSCOMB TO THB GOVERNOR. 

I hope to stand excused in offering myself a candidate for HlC appoint
ment occasioned by the resignation of llajor Gaynes of the Artillery. 
It is a laudable ambition that leads to the application, and when Illy rank 
and services during the Revolution arc cOMidered, it may perhaps appear 
better justified. 

I am. &c. 

JOHN NAPIER TO THE GOVERNOR. 

In regard to his right to sit as a justice in Fluvanna county. \Vas 
commissioned in the peace when Fluvanna was first formed from Albe
marle, and, except during a short re~idcnce in the latter county, had 
continued a member of the Court. 

THOS. NEWTON TO TIlE GOVERNOR. 

May 9, 
Richmond 

May 10, 
Fluvanna 
County 

From every account received from the West Indies, I conceive it is May 15, 
neceSsary to be on our guard again!:lt the importation of disC8.I!Ie!:l from Norfolk 

thence; and if left discretionary j:.o the Superintendents of Quarantine, 
no damage-or delay can happen to the owners of vestlels. as on yisitation, 
if the crew are healthy the "eS/il'l is permit.ted to come into port; if 
sickly, we are safe by letting her lie a few days; and I am of opinion 
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without a proclamation (which would answer good purposes and no evil 
can arise from it) I shall be unable to carry the law into execution. The 
pilots by a proclamation will be obliged under the penalty of losing 
their branch, if they do not give information. The Islands are in gell
eral Bickly, especially where the troops are; the whole had best he 
included. if your Excellency and Council should be of opinion with me 
that it is necessary to have ve88els examined. Many here arc alanned 
at the daily reporta, from which caUtle I have thought it my duty to 
advise you thereof. 

The Ship Concord (ll"rench Frigate) is arrived, and from information 
I have directed her to be examined. 

I am, &c. 

A W. DUNBCOlllB TO THE GOVERNOR. 

I beg leave to inclose a return made by my first Serg't of sundry 
repairs and necessarie,q wanting to complete and preserve the t.wo pieces 
of ordinance under my command, and do request you will be pleased to 
authorize me to have the same performed. 

I would also request the authority of the Executive to contract for thl.' 
building a rough plank shed to keep the pieces from the wcather, the 
cost of all of which, I judge, will not exceed Eighty dollars. 

If it is the wish of the Executive, I will procure an estimate of the 
probable cost of the shed; that of the repairs, &c., will not excL'ed 
twenty dollars. 

I am, &c. 

RICHMO~D. 2nd of April, 1796. 

Repairs wanting to the ordinance: 
To 2 new Sponges complete, 2 new worm handles, 2 new tillers, mend

ing the tiller stays to each piece. mending 2 wheel bands, Painting the 
carriage compleat,2 new Tompiers compleat,2 new aprons compll.'at. 
Repairing the amonition boxes. 

TuOll. POI~TER, 
1st Serg't ('0. A. 

V. PEYTOS TO TIlE GOVERNOR. 

Inclosed is a recommendation from the Conrt of our County for lIla~

istrates, which I have taken t.he liberty to forward to yon, fC(lUetltin~ that 
you will be so good as to inclose me the commission p'r post.; diJ"('(·tt>d to 
Dumfries' Office, in time for onr June quarterly sessions, which ('010-

mences the 13th of the month. 
Digitized by Coogle 
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Without an addition to our list of magistrates we shall have perhaps 
no court, our number being reduced to nine or ten by deaths and re
movals, and of those several scarcely ever attend. This circumstance, 
together with my being at a 108S at the present time for a safe and direct 
conveyance to Richmond, will, I trust, be a sufficient apology for my 
troubling you with this business. 

I am, &c. 

[Enclosure not found.-En.] 

Ro. QUARLES TO THE GOVERNOR. 

In conformity to the directions of the Executive, I have proceeded to 
let the contractor's office for the supply of Rations at the State Arsenal 
from the first of .June until the first of November next. 

The alarming scarcity of provisions in this quarter, has occasioned the 
price of Rations to be much greater than was to ha\-e been expected. 
You wi\] observe from the inclosed Bond that we are obliged to give 
eighteen cents per Ration. I flatter myself that at the expiration of this 
Term we may calculate on a considerable diminution in the' price of a 
Ration. William Weaver, my former contractor, being the lowest bidder, 
has again taken this business. 

I have, &c. 

HENRY BANKS TO THE GOVERNOR. 

It is in my power to appropriate a considerable sum in Treasury Land 
Warrants, and as I expect to have a final decree for a considerable sum 
at the next Court of Appeals, I am now inclined to receive from the 
public a great proportion of that demand in Land Warrants, and I will 
give Bond with security to the public, in case I do not prevail in that 
demand, to pa.y the amount of the warrants. I presume the advantage 
which will be derived to the public by this, may induce the Board to take 
it into consideration. The quantity which I want is at least 500,000 
acres. 

I am, sir, your. &c. 

THOS. NEWTON TO THE GOVERNOR. 
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1796. 
May 22, 
Stafford 

MayZi, 
State 

Arsenal 

May 28, 
Richmond 

I received the proclamation and have promulgated it. The crew of May 29 • 

the Concord proved remarkably healthy. I have not yet purchased a G I 
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1796. place for the reception of goods and accommodation of persons superin-
May 29 tending Quarantine; having had a smart fit of the gout has been the 

cause. 
If it should be necessary, I will employ a boat. but at present there is 

no need of one. I shall caution the pilots, who, being now paid for it, 
will give information.-

I am, &c. 

WILLIAM WEAVER TO TUE GOVERNOR. 

May 30 Soliciting an advance of two hundred dollars to enable him kl fulfil 

May 31 
Great Fails 

of the 
Potomac 

his contract for supplying Rations to employees at Point of Fork. 

c. ~IYERS TO TilE GOVERNOR. 

I am here the Engineer for the Potomac Company. A variety of char
acters are employed, who of course are not of the best description. Riots 
and quarreltl are now hecome so frequent that the exercise of iegal power 
has become absolutely necessary-not only to cheque, but to secure 
offenders of the public peace. 

For these considerntions, I respectfully offer my services as a magis
trate. Should you, sir, please to appoint me, I shall unifonnly pursue 
that conduct that makes the appointment rellpt.·dable. 

I have no interest in or motive for this application, but a wish to ha"e 
the power gi,'en by law to preserve the peace of this place and neighhor
hood. 

I have, &c. 

May 31 At a General Assemhly of the State of Connecticut, holden at Hartford 
on the loJecond Thursday of )Iay, Anno Dom. 1796: 

Resolved by the Atlsembly, That his Excellency the Governor he 
rCClllcstcd to comply with the Hequest of the Governor of Virginia, to 
~~xchangc the Laws of this !:5tate for those of Yirginia, and to continue 
the ~~xchan~l' from tillle ttl time, as the Gm"crnor of this State shall judge 
proper. 

A true copy of Hecorc1. 

SAMliJo:r, WILLEY, Sec'y. 
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WILLIAM HUSTON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

The petition of William Huston, humbly sheweth: That while your 
petitioner had the charge of the Public Goal in the Washington district, 
there was delivered to his custody and care several 'prisoners, charged of 
Capital. offences, namely: Pane, Roberts and Best (;f being accCS80ry to the 
murder and robbery of Mr. Tubuff, and John Boyd of horse stealing j which 
persons on the 30th of July last, broke Goal and made their escape. Your 
petitioner being impressed with the necessity of making an immediate 
and speedy pursuit, advertised a reward of twenty dollars for the retaking 
and delivering each of the prisoners at the Public Goal. In consequence 
of which, the above named prisoners were taken and safely kept until 
they were brought to trial, and the rewards paid agreeable to advertise
ment, as will appear by the receipts inclosed. 

Your petitioner would have stated the matter much sooner to the board, 
but from a mistaken opinion that the District Judge had cognizance and 
jurisdiction, and would give relief and redress j but finding it otherwise, 
your petit.ioner prays that your honorable body would direct the money 
so advanced to be reimbursed, or give !luch relief as you in your wisdom 
may direct, and your petitioner as in duty bound shall pay. 

HENRY BOWYER TO THE GOVERNOR. 

A considerable number of men have been engaged for the Troop of 
Cavalry ordered to be raised in this county, but I apprehend it will he 
impossible for them to procure swords and pistols, such articles not being 
to be had in this Country. Perhaps swords and pistols might be ob
tained from the public magazines upon hond and security given for the 
safe keeping and return of the arms received j if so, Captain Beale (the 
!!entleman recommended from this County), will willingly do it. I 
immagine forty swords and as many pistols, with what the men will be 
able to furnish themselves, will be sufficient. The officers here wish 
\'ery much to be informed upon this subject. 

I have, &c. 

RICHMOND, JII.ne 8th, 1796. 
State of Virginia, 

To Wm. Hodgson. 

Erecting a statue of the President, repairinJ!;, laying the floor, 
&c., - .£HO.O.O 
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STATE OF NEW HAMPsHIRE, 
In Senate, June 10th, 1796. 

Resolved. That any alteration in established Fonus of C''tQvemment 
ou~ht never to be attempted but for the most important reasons. 

That our present state of peace and general prosperity render it un
necessary at this time io concur with the Legislature of Yirginia in their 
proposed amendments of the Federal Constitution. 

Sent down for concurrence: 

EBEN'R SMITH, 
President of the Senate. 

In the House of Representatives the same day, Read and concurred. 

RUSSELL FREEMAN, Speaker. 
Approved June 13th, 1796. 

J. T. GILMAN. Governor. 
A true copy. 

Attest: 
JOSEPH PEARSON. S'cty. 

Gloucester County to-wit: 

June 14 Whereas at a Court of Oyer and Terminer, held in the County 

JUDe 20, 
James City 

County 

aforesaid, at the Court house, the 10th day of .June, 1796, for the trial of 
Abram a negro man, slave belonging to the Estate of John Avery, dec'd, 
for burglary; the said negro man, was by th; said Court, found guilty 
and condemned to die. We of the said Court taking into consideration 
the age and character of the s'd negro, and that it is the first criminal 
offence he has been charged with, do recommend him the s'd Abram, to 
the Govemor and Council as a proper object of mercy. 

Given under o~r hands this 14th day of June, 1796. 

PHILIP T ABB, 
WILJ.JAM HALl., 
\VM. BOOTH, 
MORGAN TOMKIES. 

JOHN PIERCE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

At the last Court held for this county I was one of the attending mem
bers, and was opposed to the nomination then made respecting the office 
of Shcriff, as by the law, in my opinion, the Court were confined to nom
inate only three persons, but I was not opposed to the alteration of the 
system of nomination heretofore pursued, having alwaYI!I considered that 
l!Iystem totally repugnant to every principle of Justice. The last three 
Gentlemen which stands nominated by the last Court were Mapstratt-s 
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1796. before the Revolution, and the whole of them have (or might of nght) 
enjoyed the benefit of the Sheriff's office. Two of them, to my knowl
edge, ha\'e done so, and afterwards returned to their magisterial office, 
several years before any of the other members now in office were in 
commissiou, consequently were justly entitled to that preferment again 
before the Junior Magistrates. In the year 1786, if my memory does 
not deceive me, a General Commission for Justices of this county was 
issued, comprehending several who were in office before the Revolution 
88 well as those nominated under the present form of government. Under 
that Commission, the presiding member of right might ha\'e claimed the 
office of Sheriff, and after him every other member in rotation. How
e\'er, the nominations were continued on the old system-that is, to 
nominate such as had never held the office of Sherifl~nd Mr. Wilkin
son is the only person now living that is comprehended in the Commission 
above mentioned, but has or might have enjoyed.the benefit of the office 
of Sheriff. 

June 20, 
James City 

County 

This communication I have considered incumbent on me to make to 
your Excellency, havin!! myself, whilst I was one of the Junior Justices, 
been preferred to the office of Sheriff, and ha\'e, &c. 

, Ro. QUARLES TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Inclosed you will receive the usual Quarterly Return of Arms, &c., 
from this place. Among other things contained therein, you will obser\'e 
that the U. State!! have made no 'return of Arms, &c., since my last' 
report; and as there is still a considerable number of arms and accoutre
ments, and the whole of the ammunition and other military stores which 
were lent by this State during the late Insurrection, unaccounted for, I 
have thought it my duty to call the attention of the honorable the 
Executive to this subject, presuming they will think it necessary to take 
some steps for the attainment of this property. 

From a view of the account current of the expenditures at this Post, 
it will be seen that the Superintendent is necessarily obliged to advance 
a considerable sum of his own money from quarter to quarter. in order 
to carry on the Publick Busin<>.ss. To remove this inconvenience, I have 
to request the honorable Board to make such quarterly advances on this 
account a.'! to them may appear reasonable. The old Cartouch Boxes, 
fonnerly reported by me to be capable of being repaired and rendered 
fit for use, remaining still in that unrepaired state, and the Sword!! being 
without ~bbards or Belts, I wish the advice of the hon~rable Roard 
respecting the mode I aID to pursue in order to have these articles placed 
in a state of repair. 

June 30, 
Stllte 

AI'I!tlIlItI 

I have, &c. 
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A Q/wrtcI'I!1 Return of AI'II/J! and Military SfhrCH a.t th.e Sta.t.e Arl<e-nal, (Ill 

the 30tJ~ of June, 1796. 

116 Inch Mortar, 1 6 pounder Brass, 14 pounder Ditto, 1 old Iron piece, 
52R9 Muskets in complete order, 3057 Muskets in repair with Ruff Bay
onets. 24R old Muskets out of order, 872 new stocked Muskets wantinl! 
Bayonets and R. rods, 40{) Pickers and Brushes, 2939 Musket worms, 
132 Screw Drivel'l!, 8m) Bra!!s hilted swords, 293 Iron Ditto, 7 barrels 
of Gun Powder, 40 Piggs of Lead, 181 Case Shot from 6 to 4 pounds, 263 
Round Ditto, 30 Rheams of Cart'g Paper, 436 Cannon Tubes, 18 Barrels 
of Flints, 1650 pounds of Ball and Buck Shot, * 81 Musket.'i Stocked, 
* 415 Muskets fitted with new Bayonets and R. rods, * 360 Bayonets 
ground, * 57 Muskets made complete with new Bayonets and R. Rods 
ground. 

* Quarters Work. 

On Motion of William McKinley Lieutenant of a Company of Cavalr~', 
Commanded by Capt. RobeJt McCluer, (in the 10th Brigade) to the Court 
Martial now sitting, to determine whether the said Company of Ca.va.lry, 
was t:mbject under the Law to be compelled to attend the Battalion and 
Regimental musters. The Court after Mature deliherations are of opin
ion that all the Cavalry residing within the limitE! of any Battalion, shall 
attend their Respective Battalion and Hegilllental musters, which said 
opinion was objected to, it is therefore to the Executive of the Common
wealth of Virginia, for their advice on said occasion. 

A true copy-Signed, 

JAS. GRU'FITJI, Cl'k 
4th Rcg't, 10th Brigade. 

. To the Go\'ernor. 

Tllo~. JON ES TO TIlE HOVERson. 

Hesigm! hil-l cOlllmission u.s Notary Public for this District. 

.JOIlN EYRE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

July i It !:lcerus to he the inte;ltion of the La.w that the Light Infantry com-
panies of this State should. not only he better Trained than any other 
troops, but that they should be better provided with arms, &c. I pre
!:lume, therefore, that in the distribution of Arms to be made hy the 
Executive those companicl:! will be provided in preference to others. Th(' 
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Company which I have the' honor to command is entirely unfurnished, 1iOO. 

and is liJwly to continue so unless supplied by the Imblic. July 7 

I have to beg you will make application to the Executive for as many 
arms as you may think proper (say 50 Stand) for its use. 

I presume that if our exposed situation is recollected, we shall he 
among the first to be supplied. It is unnecessary to remind you, Sir, 
that we are accessible on three sides hy water, and have among us per
hap!! a larger portion of Slaves than any other part of this State has. 

I am, &c·. 

WK. HETH TO THE GOVER~OR • . 
I am just informed that most of the crew of a Ship from Norfolk 

bound to this Port are infected with the small-pox. She is now sup
posed to be about Jordon's Point. Unless she should be prevented 
coming farther by the inhabitants of City Point and the neighborhood, 
~he will probably get up there this afternoon. 

Since the death of Christo. Roane, there has not to my knowledge 
heen a Superintendent of Quarantine for this Port appointed; so that 
until such an appointment shall be made, I don't see how the execution 
of the Quarantine and Health Laws of the State can l'L"Ceive the aid of 
the Revenue officers agreeably to the act of Congre8s Relatil'e to (Junran.
tilil': passed the 27th' May last. For by this act and the instructions 
from the Treasury Department of the United States accompanying it, 
"1 am to co-operate with the State authorities in giving full effect to any 
regulations established by State Laws applying to the objects mentioned 
in the act relative f~ ",uunnt; IU!." 

How far I should be justifiable under this act, and these instructions, 
to exercise in the present case the power8 vested in a Superintendent of 
Quarantine under the Laws of Virginiu, especially under the 2nd and 8rd 
Section8 of the Act passed the 19th of Deeember last, respecting Quar
antine. I will not pretend to say, but feeling an extreme unwillingness to 
t'xercise any authority not clearly given to IlIe by Law, I shall wait the 
decision of the Executive thereon. 

It appears to me proper that this vessel should either he compelled to 
return to ~orfolk or ib! vicinity, or prevent.cd coming 80 far up the river 
ILl! to have communication with the vessell:! of this Port.. Yet I do not 
find any clause in the aforesaid Acts, or in the Acts respecting the Small
pox, which would warrant the Superintendent of Quarantine, if there 
were one here, in giving 8uch orders. 

With permission, I will now take the lih£'rty to recommend :\Ir. John 
Robertson as the most proper person at t.hitoJ Port to fill the office afore
said. 

48 
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The office of Notary Public at this Port having been vacant for many 
months, which occasions much inconvenience to the masters of vessels, 
and there being no person who will accept, qualified to fill it but officers 
of the customs, I would beg lea,·e to ask the appointment for Harrison 
Walker, an apprentice in my office. His brother, who did the business 
for !lome time on behalf of Mr. Ferguson, is now surveyor of the Port 
and my principal clerk. He will see that "the business shall be properly 
done. In short, it will be as carefully attended to as if it formed part 
of the duties of this office. 

I am, &c. 

Should an immediate answer to this be deemed necessary, the propriety 
of sending an express therewith will doubtless occur, as a letter by Post 
will not reach this until Saturday, 4 o'clock. 

July 12 At a ('Alurt of Directors held at the Hospital, in Williamsburg, the 12th 

July 12, 
Frederick 

County 

July 17, 
Colchester 

day of July, 1796: 
Ordered by Directors of Hospital at Williamsburg, that a warrant be 

obtained from the Auditor of Public Accounts for two hundred pounds 
for use of the Hospital. 

JAB. SINGLETON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Having lately received under your authority a commission for enlist
ing and commanding Ii Company of Artillery, and as a late Act of the 
Assembly authorizing this establishment vests in the Executh·e of the 
State a power of furnishing the lIeveral Companie8 with Guns, I ha\"t~ 

sought an early opportunity of requesting you to cause two pieces of 
Artillery, together with such 8 ppendages as may be necessary for inst.ruct~ 
iug the Company in the ordinary or practical parts of duty, to be ~eJlt 
to Winchester; to fix a responsibility for which, I will pass my J'e(·dpt. 

I have, &c. 

TlIos. ~fASO!\ TO THE GOVERNOR. 

The election of the Direct.or~ of the Potomac Company COIUt'ri on. I 
think, in Alexandria the fil"l!t Monday of next month. My dut.~·. a~ 

well all my interest, leads me to inform you that in my opinion the 
Direction of that Company h8~ been very unprofitably managed: and 1 
do think that an alteration of the Directors ought to be made at. th .. 
ensuing election. 
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The votes of the States have always had great influence, and I mean 
by this Letter to solicit the proxies of this. Should I be entrusted with 
them, I flatter myself, yourself and the Council have confided enough in 
me to believe that my best endeavors will he used to obtain the most fit 
men for that important office. 

I should endeavour to select men not only Hon('8t, Industrious,. and 
Attentive, but men, too, of understanding and such as were interested in 
the progress of that work, for I think it is the interest of some of those 
men in the Directorship to retard it. . A majority of the Directors at . 
present reside in Alexandria, and nothing can be more clear than that 
the competition of the navigation will tend to reduce the commerce of 
that Spot, for the Boats that bring the produce cannot navigate the river 
so low down. The Alexandrians have obtained an act of Assembly for 
a Turnpike road from the Great l!'aUs, which is a proof that they wish 
the navigation to stop there, to which place it is now complete. 

I am, &c. 

879 

1796. 
July 17, 

Colchester 

Joseph B. Downman, Wm. Chowning, and Martin Shearman recom- July 17 

mended as fit persons for appointment as Sheriff of l.ancaster county. 

At a Court held for Richmond County the 4th day of July, 1796: July 22 
William Peachey, Thomas Yerby, and Geo. I~ee Turberville, Gentle-

men, are recommended to his Excellency, the Governor of this State, as 
fit and proper pel'Hons, one of whom to be commissioned to execute the 
office of Sheriff for the County for the ensuing year. 

Copy-Teste: 
B. MCCARTY, Cl'k. 

Richmond County, to-wit: 

I, Bartho. McCarty, Clerk of the Court of the said County, do 
hereby certify that no person hath entered into Bond with security as 
the Law directs, to Execute the office of Sheriff since the above Recom
mendation of Sheriffs in the County court of Richmond. 

Given under my hand this 19th day of September, 1796. 

B. MCCARTY, Cl'k. 

At a Court held for Richmond County the 5th day of July. 1790: 
Geo. Lee TUl:beville, Gent., having produced in Court a license to prac

tice as an Attorney-atrLaw, and having taken the necessary oaths, is 
permitted to practice in this Court. 

Copy-Teste: 

July 22 

B. McCARTY, CI'k. 
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1796. At a Court held for Richmond County the 1st day of April, 1793: 
J\11y 22 Goo. Lee Turbeville, Gentleman, having declined the practice of the 

July 22, 
New York 

l.aw in this Court, took his seat on the Hench as a Justice of the peace. 

Uopy-Teste: 

B. MCCARTHY, ('I'k. 

T. DAWSON TO TilE GOVERSOR. 

Since I left Virginia I ha\'e made every possible inquiry respecting the 
arms wanted by the State. From the Scc'ty of War I am inclined to 
think, that they may be procured or contracted for, in the New England 
States. 

In two or three days I shall set out for Boston, where I shall be happ~' 
to receive any further instructions from your Excellency, and you may 
be assured I shall exert myself to comply with the directions of the 
Executive and the rest of the Legislature. 

I have, &c. 

JOSEPH MARTEN TO THE GOVERNOR. 

JI11y 26, I yesterday reeeh'ed a letter from your Excellency, bearing date ye 2nd 
Henry Co. Inst., inclosing a Commission with directions to open a Correspondence 

with the Commissioners on the part of Kentucky; also with Arch'd Stuart. 
Esq'r, on the subject of Extending the Boundary Line between the two 
States. In obedience thereto, have this day dispatched a letter to Ken
tucky and one to Mr. Stuart on the subject. 

JI11y 29, 
Paris 

As soon as I receive answers shall write your Excellency and if nCCCll
sary draw for some cash in advance. 

I stand prepared to proceed on my post at a moment's warning. 

I am, &c . 

• JAMES ~{ONROE TO TilE GOVERNOR. 

I hope the statue of the President arrived safe and without injury, at 
Richmond, and in which I confide, as it. was packed up with great cnrc 
here, lmd forwarded from Havre under the auspices of a prudent captain 
of one of our best yellseltl. 

I herewith enclose you a not.e of the am't of what I paid to ~Ir. 

HoUtloll, the artitlt, lor the char~et" annexl'd, and which he requestecl 
immediately. This itl'lIl will he adjusted with ~Ir. Jones when he desire: 
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it. Mr. Houdon has also another demand of about the like sum for 
depreciation, and which I promised to communicate to you, and pay him 
in case you permitted. I believe from his statement, that he actually lost 
that amount, and in that mode, but at the same time I also believe that 
the State of Virginia did not profit thereby, as likewise that the only 
claim l\'C have, if any. is upon the candor and liberality of the Slate. I 
will be happy to fulfil your wishes. whatever they may be in this respect. 

Permit me to renew to you my assurance of the pleasure with which 
I shall receive any commands from the Executive to perfonu here for the 
State whilst I remain. and of the great respect and esteem with which I 
am.&c. 

W. WILSON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

I am !lorry to inform your Excellency that a resignation almost gener
ally, h38 taken place with the officers of the 7th Regiment. I have held 
them together as long a.~ I had the power of, doing it, but the Reg't has 
been in so deranged a condition for six months past, that emulation and 
soldierly pride has been changed to disgust, and resignations have been 
the result. 

The confusion has arisen from the want of commissions to fill up 
vacancies, many companies not having more than one commission officer 
in it, and others not one. In order to fill up these vacancies, the Court 
about nine months ago entered up an order of recommendations and 
ordered the Clerk to transmit it to the Executive. The other day I 
received from Mr. Wood a number of Comm'ns, among which there were 
but few of them signed. I tendered those that were executed, but being 
withheld 80 long, they took it in their heads that they were not the free 
choice of the Executive and refused. 

I have, &c. 

At a Court of Oyer and Terminer held in };'rederick county the 3rd 
day of August, 1796, for the trial of William, a negro boy, slave, the prop
crty of Raw1eigh Colston, (aged between thirteen and fourteen years,) on 
suspicion of arson. present: Charles Myner Thurston, John Smith, Ed
ward McGuire, James Garme1 Dowdall, John Shearman Woodcock, 
('orneli\l~ Buldwin, and Gcorge Flowerden Norton, Gent. Justices. 

Elisha Boyd, Gent., is assigned as the Prisoner's counsel. 
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JOHN PENDLETON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

I beg leave to apprize the Executive that on the last day of this month 
I shall resign the office of Auditor of Public Accounts. I intended to 
have resigned at the expiration of the last. quarter, but the chief clerk. 
Mr. Sam'l Shepard, being desirous of visiting his friend8 in Boston, J • 
deferred it merely to accommodate him. He will hand this Letter to 
your Excellency, and if he entertains any expectations or prehensions in 
'coll~quence of my resignation, of which he has not yet spoken to me, 
he will communicate them himself. If it should be necessary for me to 
speak of his merit to the Board, I will pay the tribute with pleasuft>. 

I have, &c . 

• TOHN STEWART TO THE GOVERNOR. 

The meeting of the General Assembly fast approaching, and the great 
difficulty of procuring parchment for enrolling Bills at the particular 
period it shall be required, has influenced me to purchase of Mealin;. 
Prichard & Davidson seven dozen skins, amounting, agreeable to th(, 
enclosed Bill, to £14.15.0. This amount, I venture to believe, the EXfl(.'u
ti\"e will have no hesitation at directing payment of out of the public 
Treasury. 

I have, &c. 

At a quarterly Court continued and held for King & Queen County, at 
the Courthouse the 10th of August, 1796: 

The Commonwealth of Virginia, against Chaney Gatewood, Def't, ul'on 
a presentment of the Grand Jury for not "oting at the last Election. 

This day came Benjamin Dabney, Deputy-Attorney for the Common
weal~h in this County, and the Defendant having becn duly sumlDoned 
and now solemnly called, came not; on the motion of the said Deput~·
Attorney, It is considered by the Court that the Defendant be fined th(> 
SUlD of one pound, nine shillings and:two pence half penny, being one
fourth of his taxes and levies, and that the Defendant pa.y the costs of 
this prosecution. 

Teste: 
Ro. POLLARD, C. C. 

PETITION OF CHANEY GATEWOOD TO THE GOVERNOR. 

The petition of Chaney Gatewood, praying the remission of a fine 
imposed on him. 
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TKOS. NEWTON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

After all my attempts to purchase the place Gen'l Wood and myself 
looked at., I have been frustrated by the exorbitant demand of the pro
prietor. He has ril'Jen from £400 to £600, and it will take at least .£200 
more to put houses in order for the reception of goods. I have there
fore declined the purchase, and made proposals to the owner of a de
tached point of land at the mouth of Tanner's Creek, which will anAwer 
as well and better. He has promised me his terms. which, if modQrate' 
for sufficient buildings, and you approve of it, I will close with him, of 
which I will inform your Exc'y. 

We 118.\'e been and are very healthy as yet, having lost only one man 
with the least appearance of malignant fever this year. A vessel is ar
rin'd from Cape N. Mole, who lost a man at sea, from every appearance 
with the disease of that place, as the Captain says he threw all his bed
ding and cloaths overboard. I have detained her below j the rest of the 
crew are well, and the man has been dead 18 or 20 days. She has hides 
lin board, which I conceive are dangerous, and have directed them to he 
well aired j but I think coming from places highly infected they ought 
to be prohibited. 

I am, &c. 
• 

W. \VILSON TO JAMES WOOD, LT.-GOVERNOR. 

S8S 

1796. 
AllgUSt 13, 

Norfolk 

Your favor of the 4th ultimo I had the honor of receiving on the 8th, August 14. 

and b~ leave to ohserve that I made it my business to eall upon those Portsmouth 

Gentlemen who had feioIigned, a.o.; well as thotle who had declined their 
commitlSions in the 7th Regiment, and explained to them the cause of 
their not receiving the commis8ions in due time-viz., neglect of duty in 
the clerk of our ('ourt, of which they are perfectly sensible and satisfied. 

But as some of them are about to remove from the county, a new 
arrangement will he necessary, for which purpORe I will call a meeting 
of those in commission nnd select those most fit and necessary to com
plete the 7th Regiment, and lay before our next Court for its nonlination 
to the Executi"e, and will warn the Clerk against a second breaeh of his 
duty. At the pressing solicitation again of Capt. Bernard l\laguien, I 
am constrained to repeat my wish (if there is no impropriety in it.) that 
the Executive will he pleased to turn him, his officers (Nathaniel ('ooper 
and .John Brook!!), and his Company into a corps of artillery. He it! an 
excellent officer, and, I am informed, has served long in a French corpn 
of artillery. 

I have, &c. 
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Virginia to-wit: 

To all persons to wholll these presents shall come: 

I, John Nivison, Notary Public for the District of Norfolk, by lawful 
authority, duly admitted and qualified, do hereby certify and make 
known that Capt George G. Hussey, late master and owner of the 8hi" 
Eliza, personally appeared before me, and being duly sworn on the Holy 
Evangelists of Almi~hty God, deposed and tmid, that he is a native of 
the State of }Iassachusetts, and a citizen of the United States of America; 
that.he took in a cargo of Salt at the Isle of May, with which he was 
hound for Norfolk; that the said ship and cargo being bona-fide hill 
property. That on the 16th of August when about three miles distant 
from Cape Henry, several guns were fired at him by the British Frigat.e 
Thetis. He shortened sail. The Frigate came up. He was hailed when 
it was said on board the Frigate that a boat should be sent along side the 
Eliza, that a boat was acoordingly sent, when the Deponent was desirrd 
to go to the Frigate with his papers. He did 80; after Capt. Cochran 
had examined the papers, he observed that he found the Deponent had 
bought her in Holland; that t1h~ had heen a prize ship illegally taken, 
and that as Great Britain did not acknowledge the FreRch Republic, he 
should consider her a prize to him, that he accordingly ordered the crew 
from the Eliza, to be brought to the Frigate, and sent a crew with a prize 
master on hoard the Eliza, permitting the Deponent to remain on board i 
that the said Frigate Thetis and the ship Eliza, are now ill Hlunptoll 
Roads. He having been thus deprived of his property. 

GF.oRGE G. Hl"88EY. 

Wherefore I, the said Notary, at the request of the said deponent, did 
and do hereby solemnly protest against the said Captain ('ochran, com
mander of the British Frigate the Thetis, his officers, the crew, and all 
otherl! concerned in the capture of the said Ship Eliza, and also 3J!ainl't 
those or the GO"prnrnent from which he, the said Capt. Cochran, derives 
hifl authority, for all the 10Hses, costs, damages. and expenses, suffered or 
to be suffered by the "aid George G. Hussey, owner of the Ship Eliza and 
her cargo, by reason of the premise!;!. 

In tel!timony whereof I ha.ve hereunto set my hand and seal of oilier, 
this 18th da.y of August, 1796. 

[Seal.] JOliN Nrvlsox, Not'y Pub. 

. \VILLIAM LINDSAY TO TilE GOVERNOR. 

~;nclo!'ed is the deposition of George G. Hussey, owner and mastt'r of 
the Ship Eliza, which was captured near Cape Hen~ by th~ British 
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FriJ.,rate Thetis, Cochran commander, and brought into Hampton ROads, 
where they now are. 

I have enclosed a copy of the deposition to Mr. Nel80n, the attorney. 

I am, &c. 

[Deposition not found.-ED.] 

CuMBERLAND, Augll,st Con.,.', 1700 (2211fl). 

385 

179fl. 
Augu8t 20, 

Norfolk 

Ordered, that Dudley Street he recommendf.'<i to the Executive at! a Aug\J8t:ro 

proper and fit pCl'8on to execute the office of First Inspector of Tohacco 
at W'oodson's Warehouse in the Town of Carters\'ille, William Bagby as 
2nd, James Austin as 3rd, and James Spears 88 4th. 

A copy-Teste: 
TSCH'R WOODSON, D. Cl'k. 

'VJI.LJAM TATE TO .JAME~ "Voon, LIEUTESANT-GOVKRNOR. 

I have been extremely anxious to hear from you fol' some tillie, and AUIlI!st 25, 

to know if Mr. Thomas Wilson had made a return of the papel'8 and Wc:~~rv.()n 
\'ollchers with which he Wad entrusted, respecting the money due to the 
\"olunteer militia of the ~Ionon~alia country. 

I am very solicitous that the business Ilhould be closed as soon as 
IIQ:!Sible. 

The money which t.he ExeCI.ltivc Kent by me for the Scouts who were 
in 1!Cr\'ice hUlt year is deHvered to them I:!Ollle time pastj but the Scouts 
who were ordered out for the protet'tion of Lee county, have not as yet 
had any allowance for their 8cr\'ice:-l, through their own neglect in not 
ha\'ing pay abstracts forwarded to the Exeeuti\'e. Nlltwithstnnding their 
claim (,'00168 late, I make no douht but that it will appear just that they 
~ho\lld now have a com~ensation for their t;('rvices as specified in the 
aillitrat:tj and I think the bearer William King would be a 8U.fe and C011-

v('nient opportunity to transmit the money to them, or sueh other pel'8on 
as you lUay think proper to entrust with the distribution of the same. 

At the la.'lt June term in the {'ounty of WI1Khington. Mr. SaUl'1 Edmis
ton was by the Court recommended to the Governor for our next Sheriff, 
a.~ being the next Senior Justice, agreeahle to the usage and custom which 
ha.~ prevailed time out of mind j but the office is claimed by Col. Caml'
hell, who was a BherifJ in the county of Washington since it became a 
county~ and now thinks he is again entitled to the appointment from his 
acting again as a Justice of the Peace afl.er his Sheriffalty had expired, 
before ~[r. Edmiston WllS qualified a8 a .Justice of the Peace. 
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1796. The matter is submitted to the Board, having no doubt but that they 
,¢~ii~g~~ will do jlU.ticc bctwixt the gentlemen contending. However, if Col. 

County Campbcll't; principle be right, I have always understood the prevailing 
custom in a wrong manner. Excuse these imperfect hints, and believe 
me to be, dear sir, with much personal respect and esteem, 

August 28, 
Norfolk 

No dllte, 
prolmhly 
.\l1gUi't, 

Stllunton 

Your, &c. 

THOS. NEWTON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

The accounts of a malignant fe,-er from Charleston are "cry alarming 
at this time here. I have directed the look-out boat to examine the ves
Bels coming from thence: and shall be glad of instructions from your 
Excellency how to proceed in caBe of any arriving with sickness. The 
law contemplating only that the "essel should be detained and informa
tion sent to the Executive, which would be attended with expense:; and 
delays, to pre\'ent which, if a dif;cretionary power was lodged (as in tht! 
case of thc W. Indies) with the Sup't of Quarantine, it would answer all 
purposes. Mr. (,lemison, a merchant of this place, died there with the 
disease, which from accounts rages to a great degree. I shoulU be glad 
to hear from your Excellency rl~specting the purchase of a place and 
building houses for the accommodation of the office.rs attending (}uar
antine. The money received from Major Lindsay lies ready, but the 

exorbitant. prices demanded for building, has prevented me from usiuJ! it 
or taking the land, and were I to venture an opinion on it, I think it 
would. he best to take at least fifty acres, as at some future day it may btl 

neet'sKary to erect hospitals for rL·cept.ion of the sick on it, and a hur~'in!! 
~round i~ exeeedingly wanted, as a trc..'1pasll is eommitted ill e\'er)· 
instance of interring the dead from the vessels. We have only had 
occasion for a few vcssels to be detained as yet, and only two p('r:;ou~ 

have died, which I had interred on Illy own land. 
\\'e are remarkably healthy here, and the crows of the ve8St!l!I whit-h 

ha,·c arrived have al~o been healthy. 
The people employed in the look-out boat have called for wage~. hut. I 

dill not cho()~e to pay them out of the mOlley receh-ed for the purchn:,<1' 
of laud, &c., wit.hout your approhation. Be plell.8ed to I'ay whether I 
shall llJake u:;e of any of that, or draw for their PIlY. 

I am, &c. 

Allcu'n ~Tt:ART TO TilE HOVERNOR. 

When I returned from ye Sweet Sprin/l:S about the last of Jul~·. 1 
received your Excellency's favor, with the inclosures, on the subject of 
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the Boundary Line betwixt Vir~illia and KentllC'ky. I h8.\'c lost no time 
in di.oIpatching a mCAAcngcr to Kcntucky by the way of Gen'l Martin to 
fix upon the time and place of mecting with the Commissioncrs of that 
Slate, which I proposed should be on the first. of Octobcr next as ncar 
the junction of the three States as accommodations would admit and 
"rorced westwardly. A suitable pefflon for this }lurpOllOcould not be had 
rur I~ than two dollars per day, he finding himself I\nd hOJ'lole. I lUll 

inli,mlcd ready money will be required for everythin~ wc ~tanll in lleell 
uf in the country where we are going. If Illy colleague h3.l! made no 
draft. for these 'eXpE'nReS, the jiixeellth'e will pl()a.<~e deposit. with Col. H't 
(;amhlc a sum which they may judge nccessary, and lean rccch'c yc 
money from his partilCr here. I ean name no ~um; as I am a stranger 
to Ili!lhursemcnt.~ which may btl ncel'SlIary. 

I am, &c. 

J. DAWSON TO THE GOVER~OR. 

In compliance with the wishes of the Executive I have made inql1iriE's, 
\lith that anxiety which the importance of the subject merit8, respccting 
the arms wanted by the State, and have good reason to conclude that thc 
idea of procuring them on the Continent must be relinquished, and tbat 
we must look to Europe for the supply. . 

The high price of labour and of everything here with us, and wherever 
I have becn, makes it impossible to get them on the terms contemplated 
hy the I.egi.slature. 

James Swann, Esq:, of this place, who has for some time directed the 
fil'cal arrangements of the French Hepublic within the Unit.ed States 
milch to their satisfaction, ill willing to enter into a ('on tract for the deliv
ery of them in one and two years, provided it can be ext.ended to the 
whole qua~tity contemplated by the law, and the price anywa.ys in 
proportion to that in Europe and to the difficulty and risque of trans
portation. 

This sum I am persuaded will be lUueh below any at which they have 
been offered or can be procured on the Continent, and I know no person 
~) well suited to iransa.ct this business 3.1! Mr. Swann; his responsibility is 
:Ill1Ille and undoubted, and hil~ knowledge of and ad\'antages in Europe 
will insure punctua.lity and good a.rms. I therefore recommend to your 
Excellency to open an immecliate (''Orresponcleu('e with him on the sub
ject, and as I am just about to return to Virginia. I shall expeet to meet 
your letter in a.nswer to this in Philadelphia. Shall with plea.<mre com
JlI~' with the wishes of the Board, and shall think myself happy on heing 
in the least instrumental in procuring tor our citizens what I deem su 
l'N!ential for all who know how to value and defend their rights. 

With much, &c., 
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.J. DAWSON TO MR. SWAN. 

On what terms and when can you funlish the State of Virginia with 
four thousand musqucts of the following description, which quantity 
will be wanted annually and the payments for them pointed? 

The length of the barrel three feet 8 inches, and to carry a ba.ll of till' 
size of 18 to the pound. 

The bayonet one foot 5 inches in the blade. 
A double hridle-lock of the best construction-neat brass mounting 

and steel ramrod, to be stocked in black walnut. 
The cartouch box to be suitable to the musquet and to contain 24 

cartridges, with neat, black leather belts mounted with bra.8S buckl!':", 
a.nd a brush-wiper for t.he pan, and picker for the touch-hole. 

I am. &c . 

• J. DAWSON TO THE GOVERNOR •• 

After writing my letter of this date to your Excellency I thought it 
·proper to Bend a note to llr. Swan, a copy of which, with his answer, I 
do myself the honour now to enclose. 
. These will explain the state of the business clearly, and should the 
proposition meet with the approhation of the hoard, the contract may at 
on('e be formed at Philadelphia, where a person is empowered to act on 
behalf of Mr. Swan, or a eorrespontitlnce may he opClwd, or my return, 
which will he Hoon, lIIay be waited for. 

I have, &c. 

Bos'roN, 12th &,)1., n!l6. 
HUN. JOliN DAWHON, Ef;Q.: 

Sept.. 12 Sir-I received your propoHitions fin 8upplying the Stat.e of \,ir-
ginia with 4000 stand of armjol, Bayonet Belt. nnd ('artrid~c Box for till' 
space of fh'e yeafl-', making in t.he whole 20,O(lO. In answer, I will 
unclertake to ~upply the whole within two yelll'i!, dl'li\·erahle to,OOO cal'll 

year, !lay in 17H7 and 1798, at t\\'el\'e dollars each, payable on delin'r.\· 
at Richmon(l, or at cleven Dollars aud a half, if half thl' price he ad
vanced, on my giving u\l(loubtccl HE'eurity at Hichmoud. The musket til 
he compleat 1\101 you de~crihe i~ay the barn'l to be three feet eit.rht 
inchc!{ long, to fe<'eh'e a hall of eightl'cn to the pound. The Bayonet to 
he one rOlt five inches in· the hlade, a double bridle lock of the besteoll
strudion, neat hrass mounting~, and a /lted ram-rod to be stocked in 
hlack walnut. The <,artriclge-box to contain 24 cartridges and evcry \\'a~' 
tmitahle to the lllUHkct, with neat, hla('k leather helts moulltE'd with hnlt<l' 
hllCkll'M, and a hrush-wippr for the pan and picker for the touch-holl'. 
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But that no misunderstanding may arize, I propose that three or four 1796. 

muskets be sealed with the seal of the State and my seal, one of which Sept. 12 

to be lodged at Richmond and the other to be delivered me as samples, 
and I condition it that in case so many black walnut stocks be not found, 
that any other wood of equal strength and goodness he adopted. 

The price I have fixed, calculating everything, will leave a. bare mer
cautile profit, and I presume the State does not expect to be cheaper fur
nishe(!. And I engage further, that all the arms shull be proved and 
lIone received but snch a..'l stand the proof, and thi.'! again is an addi
tional charge to me of 20 p. cent. at th~ manufacturers. As you lc.'We 
this to-morrow or thi" day, I . propose sending powers to my agent at 
Philadelphia to contract with you in my behalf, provided the Executive 
at Richmond appro\'e of these conditions and give you authority to con
tract with me. 

I am very respectfully, &c., 

JAMES SWAN. 

I mean that the charge or expence of proving the arms at Richmond 
shall b'e at the State expence. 

ROBT. QUARLES TO THE GO"ERNOR. 

Informing him that the contract for supply of timber and firewood 
with David RoflS would expire on the, aOth of September, and could not 
be renewed on as favomble terms. Suggests that 25 or 30 acres of timber 
land be acquired by purchase or by condemnation for the use of the' 
Arsl'ual. 

THOS. NEWTON TO TilE GOVERNOR. 

Your Excellency's favor I duly rec(,jYcd and. will attend to your 
i~tructions, but I apprehend after all I shall he ohli~ed to have recourse 
to jury to condemn f!ome proper place for the huildings; hut no time is 
101't yet in it. The cxeessh'e price of carpenten; is Huch that I think it 
hall better rest awhile, as t.hey are now on a poize, and materials will 
al~lI fall, that good buildings I expect may be erected in the !'lpring for 
what very indifferent ones could he now. The money lies ready, and I 
ha\'e tempted many with an admnce hut wit.hout effect., unless douhle 
the value is paid for building and the land. The Collector and [\11 the 
oflicers of the General (lovernmellt have inst.rudions and ha\'e offered 
me their R8sistance if I Ilhould want it. The Hen~nlle ('utter is laid up 
unfit for service. She might have rendere(1 liS I'ome hcnefit. 

There seems to be no danger from Charleston. 

Sept. 12, 
Arsenal 

Sept: 12, 
Norfolk 

Your, &c. 
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P. H. Moseley, Cl'k of Princes!'! Anne, certify!'! that Jamef'l Robinson 
failed to gh·e bond and security for the performance of. the dutiC!{ of 
I:;heriff and Vollector of the Revenue Tax. 

J. Ambler requests a member of the Board to attend at the Trt'a.~ury 
on the morning of Oct. 1st to examine and a.~certo.in the amount of the 
Specie, &c., constituting the balance due therefrom on the a'llluall-lt'Ule
ment to the 30th instant. 

R. SSODDY TO THE GOVERNOR. 

N SePt. 22, Resigns commission as Jailor on account of the insecurity of the Jail 
ew London d' ffi' f' . 

Sept. 24, 
Petersburg 

an msu Clency 0 compensatlOn. 

William Pelsory and Paul Carrington petition for .the pardon of Wil
liam John Thweatt, convicted of horse stealing at session of Distriet 
Court and condemned to be hung. The petitioners represent the concli
tion of Thweatt's mind to be nearly idiotic and therefore a fit subject for 
mercy. 

ARCH'D STUART TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Sect. 27, By Mr. Parry I received a letter from the Kentucky Commissioners 
Was ington acceding to our proposal to meet at C'umberland Gap on the finlt day of 

October next, and informing us that they had appointed Buckner Thrus
ton, Esquire, a third Commissioner on their part. General Martin and 
myself have on our part appointed Creed Taylor, Esq'r, of Cumberland, 
who we doubt not will be approved by the Executive. Gen'l )Iartin has 
gone on to make the necessary arrangements for our accommodation 
while in the woods, which T understand will not be less than forty days. 
Mr. Taylor and myself are thus far on our way to the place of meeting. 

We are advised from the height.and steepness of the Rocks on thl' 
summit of a considerable part of the Cumberland mountain it will he 
impossible t.o run along the top of it. At such places we shall be OOlll

l)elled to a!'!certain the distance and counle to run as near its base 3M w£' 
can without marking. In such parts no dispute can eyer arise as to th£' 
boundary as run. Indians have seldom, if eyer, bcen known to CroHS at 
them. Wherever the houndary may he doubtful and th£' niountains are 
accessible, we propose to run and mark. At present we are ulUlhle to 
form any e.~timate of the expenses a.ttending this business. For part of 

. our pro,·isiolls we must depend upon the forest. We ~ advise4 t.lll're 
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will he ten or twelve persons with the Commissioners from Kentucky. 1796. 

Our number will probably not be less. Sept. <.n, 
Washington 

I have, &c. 

THos. NEWTON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

nmtradicting reports of Yellow fever at Norfolk. Admit some cases 
of hilious fe\'er which have proved fatal among strangers and intemperate 
people. 

UO. (ltrARLE8 TO THE GOVER~OR. 

Sept. 28, 
Norfolk 

Incloses usual Quarterly return of Military stores at the Arsenal, also Sept. 30 

a ,iew of the state of the I..oa.n of arms &c., made by the State to the 
ruited States. Promising ordinary pay-roll for artificers and Guard, an 
account current of expenditures for present Quarter, an oo't for summer 
clothing to guard, annual account for fire wood, timber &c., reminding of 
letting the Contractor's office for Arsenal; hopes for lower rates for pro-
visions on account of greater abundance. 

Work done in the year preceding the 30th of September, 1796: 
360 Bayonets ground, ~35 Muskets stocked, 117 Locks made, 268 Bayo

nets forged, filed, and fitted; 204 Bayonets and Ramrods ground and 
Jlolished, 109 Muskets cleaned and repaired and added to those in order, 
2i2 Bayonets and Ramrods lorged, filed, and fitted; 415 Muskets fitted 
with Xe", Bayonets and ramrods . 

• J. PESDLETON TO THE GOVERXOR. 

Having announced to the honorable the EXl'cutil'e my dett\rmination &'-pt. ao 
to resign on this day, I do accordingly hereby resign the office of Audi-
tor of Public Account.'l. Although this ad is perfectly voluntary, I 
l!hou1d -dissemble, Sir, if I were not to confess that I retire with regret. 
The important trust which the Legislature and your hon'b1e Board have 
het-n pleased for so many years to confide to nl(' arid the respectful (~Olln-
tenance which they have always shewn me had attached me closely to 
Illy publick station, and besides the salary annexed to the oftke is of 
~J'('ftt importance to me, but, Sir, after thirteen years service, in the course 
of which time I have enjoyed very little relaxation from business, J find 
mytw.lf unable longer to bear the confinement and unremitting atten-
tion which the duties of the office require, and J would not under the 
intluence of any other reason, resif.,rrl during the recess of the General 
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1796. Assembly. and I flatter myself, Sir. the season is such an one as will 
Sept. 30 excuse tile to that hon'ble body for having done so, and also be consid· 

ered by the Executive as an apo~ogy for the trouble my resignation ghC8 
them. 

I have, &c . 

• J. PENDLETON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Sept. 30 Testifys to his opinion of the superior qualifications of Mr. Shepanl 
(from hit! long wtmdation with him and Mr. Shepard's familiarity wit.h 
the duties of the office of Auditor of Public Accounts) as his successor 
in that office which he proposes to resign, and as a proof of his sincerity 
offers to become his security on his official Bond if the Board should 
appoint him. 

Aug. 6th, 1796. 

Oct. 1 Offil'ial Bond of Samuel ~hepard as Auditor of Publie Accounts, dUh:d 
Octoher 1st, l/9G, with J. Pendleton, .John Carter, and Hiehard Doh~1II 
&8 securities. 

Oct. 1, Thl' Treasurer being enjoined to close the aCt'ounts or his officl' on thl' 
Treasury thirtil'th day of September a.nnually, we the underwritten, thcl'I.'tu 

appointed hy the Executive at the request of the Treasurer, repaired to 
the Treasury in the morning of the first of October, in order to ascertain 
thl' amount of the mouey, tobacco and facilities actually in the Trca!olury. 
received on public account, and constituting the balance due therefrom 
on the the 30th of September, 1796. 

Having examined llnd counted and weighed the Specie, we find it 
amonnt to one hundred and fifty-nine thousand two huudred and sixty· 
four dollars fifty-nine cents. 

\\'e find ulso notc~ for forty-eight hogsheads, quantity 39,34:31tJ. ... nett 
crop tobacco ",hieh at the rab's rcct'h'ed into the TrCl\Sury, amount to 
one thOUffiud sc\'en hundred and thirty-one dollal'S se\"enty-sewn ecnt:;, 
and indl'nts to the amount of thirty-thrl'e dollars thirty-four ccnl'! which 
have been paid into the Treasury ill discount, fi)r certain taxes as tbe law 
dirl'cts. 

JAME.<I WOOD, 

HAltDl!,\ BeRS ... :\". 

CARTER BRAXTOX. 
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S. SHEPARD TO THE GOVER.NOR. 

Asking for the issutt of a warrant to d~fray the expenses of riders going 
with notices to Sheriffs for taxes of 1795. 

Also asking the sanction of the Board to his appointment of an addi
tional clerk in Auditor's Office. 

GOVBRNOR BROOKE TO GEN. WOOD, LIBUTE!!ANT-GOVERNOR. 

An opportunity now offers of sending Mrs. Perry the annual allowance 
from your society if you will send me an order for it. I will remit it to 
her by a gentleman who will go to Orange Court on this day week. 

I am, &c. 

898 

1796_ 
Oct. 3, 

Richmond 

Oct. 3; 
Richmond 

Bond of Matthew Wills, with Elias Wills security, as contractor for Oct. 6 

~lIpplying the Garrison at Point of Fork with Rations for 12 months 
succeeding Nov. 1, 1796. 

M. IIOUDON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

The 8th of July, 178.5, it was &greed between his Excellency Mr. Jcf- Oct. 7 

fcrson, in the Virginia's State's name, and me, that I should execute in 
marble the statue of Mr. Washington for the sum of 25,000f. French 
money, to be paid in three times. At the period of the last payment, at 
the end of 1 i92 I received 9,OOOf., which would formed the whole sum 
I ought to received if it had not been paid in assignats, who, losting in 
that time 60-100, only give the value of 5,625 silver, to remain due 
thereof 3,375. . 

By a letter to his Excellency' )Ir. Morris, I immediately claim against 
this sort of payment. I inclose him the answer Mr. Grand make for 
him to me. Mr. Morris and Mr. Short didn't receive an!!wer from the 
rir¢nia State to the several letters they wrote on this account. When 
at the end of 1795 his Excellency Mr. Monroe ordered the Statute's 
departure, I renew my claim for being paid of the sum of 3,375, but. 
neither the Minister or the Consul wont take any determination on this 
Ilhject. Them and me wrote to the Virginia's State on this aecount, but 
lLJ!'olin no answer. Now I adress myself directly to you, sir, !lnd 1 hope 
you will find my request as right as did any of the three Ministers above 
mentioned, and that I shall be honored of a satisfactory answer. 

I am, &c. 
Paris, 8th October, 1796. 
Please to direct your answer to this claim, " An C'itizen Houdon, au 

Louvre a Paris." 
50 
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Capt. A. Dnnscomb asks the Executive for an order to the Arsenal for 
sufficient Powder to return to Messrs. Gamble & Temple for amount bor
rowed of them as Captain of A~illery. 

JOS. PRBNTIS AND JOS. JONES TO THE GOVERNOR. 

We find ourselves constrained by the duties of our office, to represent 
to the Executive the 'case of Jere or Jeremiah Hamilton, a free mulatto 
who was tried the last Dumfries District Court, for a rape committed 011 

the body of Anne Duskins, wife of John Duskins of t.he County of Fair
fax, and found guilty by the Jury, and in consequence sentence of death 
pllssed on h,im. There were circumstances exhibited in this case, which 
induced a disposition in the Court to set aside the verdict and award a 
new trial, but the objection in point of Law to a vlmire de-novo sum
moned under the authority of the District Court, presented an insuperable 
obstacle to this mode of proceeding. 

The dil'lpusition of the Court was produced from some part of the Tes
timony as delivered by the prosecutrix, which had created douhts in the 
Court whether the facts necessary to constitute the offence had been fully 
established. 

We therefore recommend the prisoner to the Executive. as a person to 
whom if they think advisible, their pardon may be extended. 

We are. &c. 

Oct. 25 Application by the Treasurer of the Lunatic Hospital at Williamsbu~ 
for a warrant from the Executive on the Auditor for four hundred 
pounds. 

TUOMAS NEWTON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Oct. 27 Suggests that in view of the advanced state of the season the danger 
of infectious disease from I<~oreign places is past, and therefore the Quar
antine ·vesscl might be dispensed with. 

Oct. ?:l Petition of some of the inhahitant8 of Charlestown for a commis~ion 
of the Peace to be granted to John Connel, Roht. Colwell, and Frnncis 
McGuire on account of the scarcity of Justices in that part of the 
country. 
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Petition of James Griffith and Jos. Dodridge, inhabitants of Charles
town, requesting the Executive to increase the number of Justices in the 
county of Ohio for the preservation of .peace and good order and the 
protection of the community - account of the increasing immigration 
down the River Ohio. 

WINCHESTER DISTRICT, Ocwber term, 1796. 

395 

1796. 
Oct. 27 

The Executive is informed of the l*\cape from jail of Cabel Martin Oct. 27 

and Joseph Steer, prisoners charged with horse-stealing. 

J. PEYTON, C. W. D. C. 

Petition of M. Harrison, Ju'r, Ste'n Tho'n Mason, Tho. Swan, Jno. Nov. 1 . 

Minor, .Ju'r, a large number of citizens of Fairfax and Prince William, 
for the pardon of Jeremiah Hamilton, frec negro, convicted in the Dis
trict court of Dumfries for rape on the body of Anne Duskins and con
demned to be hung. The petitioners conceive the evidence in this case 
improbable, equivocal, and contradictory. 

Also the petition of Benj'n Botts, counsel for the prisoner in this case. 

Resignation of Thos. Pollard as Notary. Pub. of Westmoreland, Rich- Nov. 3 

mond, Lancaster, and Northumberland, on account of hi8 removal and 
re("olllmending Hokeley Towles for that position. 

Certificate of Mich'l Bailey, C. S. C., that Henry Harrison has not Nov. 3 

~h·en Bond nor entered into the duties of the office of Sheriff of Sussex 
County agreeable to commission dated July 7th, 1796. 

Certificate of WiI1. Russell, clerk of C't of Directors of Lunatic Hos- Nov. 4 

pital that five vacancies exist in that conrt at this time. 

CAPT. JOHN MORRIS TO TIlE GOVERNOR. 

Consenting to accept the amount of pay offered by the Executive for 
hiM company of Militia, called by Capt. Caperton to the assistance of his 
company of volunteers in Kanawha, viz: pay for three montlls' service, 
and 1"l'Questing the same to be forwarded by William Morris, Jr. 

Nov. fl, 
Kanawha 
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Auditor's annual statement of the Commonwealth's Revenue and 
Expenditu.fl'B. together with list of halancCfl due from the several coun
ties, sent in to the GovenlOr, to be by him laid before the House of 
Delegates. 

Petition of Elisha Meredith, of Cumberland, Ueutenant of Light 
Infantry, to have a muster fine remitted for reasons given. 

Tnos. NEWTON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Enclosing bill of Capt. Baret for service on Quarantine Sloop Patty. and 
hire of same for that service, 8741 11. Acknowledging receipt from 
Collector of 81,200. Advising the postponement of erection of buildingg 
for accommodating persons attending Quarantine on account of the high 
price of building. 

At a Court held for I.ce county the 8th day of Novemher, 1796: 
Ordered, that William Robinson, James MeMillin, Benj'n Sharp, and 

J ames Hoff be recommended to his }i~xcellency Robert Brooke, Governor 
of the Commonwealth of Virginia, and the honorable Privy Council, 1111 

fit perSons for Captains of the Militia of the Ninety-fourth Regiment. ill 
the county of Lee. 

And Isaac Mullen, James F~lkerson, senior, Sam'! Poteet, and Joseph 
Coger for Lieutenants of the Ninety-fourth Regiment, in the county of 
Lee. 

And Robert Gibson, !Wbert Semm, Henry Skidmore, John ~Iunccy, 

and William Yeary for Ensigns of the Ninety-fourth Regiment, in the 
county of Lee. 

Teste: 
C. CARTER, C. L. e. 

Nov. 8 At a Court held for J,ec county the 8th day of November, 1796, pres-

ent: Joshua Ewing, George Gibson, Benj'n Sharp, Peter }i~ulkers()n. and 
James Hoff, Gentlemen. 

Ordered, that John Fulkersoll, James McMillen, Daniel Letterell, and 
William Campbell be recommended to his Excellency Robert Brooke. 
J<~8quire, Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia, and the hononlhll' 
I>rivy Council, as fit and capable persolls to be added to the Commission 
of the Peace for the county of J..ee; and that it be certified that William 
]i~wing refused to serve as JU8tice of the Peace, and that John Hunter 
ha~ removed to the State of Kentucky. 

Teste: 
C . .,GlItTEU, l'I L. C. 
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J AMES INNES TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Enclosing letters to Speakers of· both houses of the General Assembly 
resigning the office of Attorney General. 

Petition of Thos. Keith, late Sheriff of }!~auquier, praying remission of 
Damagefl for year 1792, having paid principal, interest and cost, as per 
Auditor's statement enclosed. 

Same of Aylett Buckner, Sheriff of same, for same, with Auditor's 
~tateDlent of payment for 1794. 

IN THE HOUSE OF DELEGATF.8. 

T/te.~(lay, November 15th, 1796. 

397 

1796. 
Nov. 13, 

James (''1ty 

Nov. 15 

Resolved, that the Executive do proceed to execute the Act entitled Nov. 15 

"An Act authorizing the Executive to procure arms for the defence of 
the Commonwealth," in the mode which they may think most consonant 
to the public interest. 

Attest: 

Agreed to by Scnate-Signcd: 

A copy-TeI!te: 

JOHN STEWART, C. H. D. 

1796, Not.'. 19th. 

H. BROOKE, C. S. 

.JOHN STEWART, C. H. D. 

A petition signed by a number of citizens of Amelia County recites Nov. 15 
these facts: That at a Court of Oyer and Terminer held at Amelia Court-
house on the 7th day of September, 1796, a negro man named Kike, the 
property of Reuben Wright of said County, was tried for the crime of 
arson in burning a wheat bam belonging to said Wright. 

The Court upon the testimony introduced, declared the prisoner guilty 
and sentenced him to be hung. This petition represents that the princi
ple e\"idence brought forward was a confession of the prisoner of guilt 
of the crime charged.. In consequence of the motives which seemed to 
prevail with the prisoner, inducing him to make this confession, impelled 
by the apprehension of the cruelty which an inhuman, revengeful master 
would continue to inflict, (to which death alone promised relief,) these 
petitioners ask for the pardon of the prisoner. 

Counter petitions arc also found expressing conviction of the guilt of 
the prisoner, and grave apprehensions of the danger to his master and 
several others of the neighborhood by his being again set at liberty. Let-... Coogle 
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ters of Mr. Joshua Chapin of Amelia are found which indicate that 
moved by feelings of humanity, he has consented to purchase Kike from 
his master, if pardoned, and contracted to send him immediately out of 
Virginia. 

Petit.ions of R. Yates and Charles Tompkies, Sheriff of GlouC('stl'r, 
praying remission of balance of fine for non-payment of balance of 
Execution against James Bay top for part of Revenue of 1789. 

IN THE HOUSE OF SENATORS, 

Wednesday, Nov. 16th., 1796. 

The House according to the order of the day, proceeded by joint ba.llot 
with the House of Delegates to the choice of an Attorney-General for this 
Commonwealth, in the room of James Innes, who hath resigned, and the 
members having prepared tickets with the names of the persons ballou,'tl 
for and deposited the same in the ballot boxes, Mr. Cabell, Mr. Temple. 
Mr. Meade, Mr. Hoomes and Mr. McCraw were nominated a committee 
from the House of Delegates, in the conferance chamber and jointly with 
them to examine the ballot boxes. and report to the House on whom the 
majority of votes should fall. 

The Committee then withdrew, and after some time returned into the 
House and Mr. Cabell reported that the Committee had according to order, 
met a Committee from the House of Delegates in the conference chamher, 
and jointly with them examined the ballot boxes, and found a majority 
of votes in favor of Hobert Brooke, Esquire. 

Extract from the .Tournal. 

Teste: 
H. BROOKE, C. S. 

IN THE HOUSE OF SENATORS, 

JVelinestiny, November 16th, 1796. 

Nov. 17 The House, according to the order of the day, proceeded by joint bal-
lot with the House of Delegates to the choice of Auditor of Public 
Accounts in the room of John Pendleton, who 1I.ath resigned; and the 
members having prepared tickets with the names of the persons ballou'tl 
for and deposited the same in the ballot boxes, Mr. McCraw, Mr. Pre8-
ton, Mr. Bassett, Mr. Eyre, and Mr. Holmes were nominated a commit
tee to meet a committee from the House of Delegates in tlu.' conferen('(' 
Chamber and jointly with them to examine the ballot boxos and report 
to the House on whom the majority of votes I:!hould fall. 

The committee then withdrew, and after Kome time rctunletl ipto tIlt." 
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House, and Mr. McCraw reported that the committee had according to 
order met a committee from the House of Delegates in the conference 
chamber, and jointly with them examined the ballot boxes and found a 
majority of votes in favor of Samuel Shepard. 

Extract from the Journal. 

'reste: 

H. BROOK!!:, C. S. 

HOBERT PORTERFIELD· TO THE GOVERNOR, OR JAB. \VOOD, LIEUTEN

ANT-G OVERNOR. 

899 

1700. 
Nov. 15 

Permit me to represent to your Excellency that the officers appointed Nov. 17 

to cOlllmand the artillery at Htmmton have been extremely assiduous in 
l'ndeavouring to raise their cornpany, and havo so far succeed(ld as to 
hlln: a considerable proportion of their men in uniform, and could the 
colllmanding officer (who I think well calculated to command a com-
Imnyof artilery either ·in time of peace or war) be furnished with the 

. Flr/rl Pi#'Cf! contemplated by I~aw, I have no doubt that the Comp'y 
"'ould be complete in a short time, and the emulous disposition shewn 
by the officers afford the most sang nine expectation; that a. knowledge 
of thpir exercise and duty would very soon be acquired, without which 
that part of the Militia Law which relates to artilery is rendered nuga
tory. Therefore, if there are any PiL'Ces of artilery at the disposal of the 
Executive I hope they will direct one to be sent on to Staunton for the 
use of the company aforesaid; and altho' it may not be within my par
ticular province to make an application of this kind, yet as I think it 
would tend to the Public good, and heing desirous to soo complete the 
screral ('orps within the Brigade District which I have the honour to 
command, I can with the more confidence rely that the representation I 
have made will not he thought impertinent. I would also beg leave to 
remind the Executive that the rules of discipline and copies of the 
llilitia Law have not yet come to hand for the 7th Briga.de. 

I have, &c. 

I do hereby certify that Mrs. Perry, the widow of Lieutenant .John Nov. 22 

Pmy, of the 3rd Regiment of Cavalry, is still a. fit object of charity and 
merits a continuance of the aid of the Society of the Cincinnati. 

FRANCIS BROOKJo;, 

A member of the Society of the Cincinnati. 
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Petition of Daniel Howe, Sh'ff of Montgomery, for remission of a fine 
of ten dollars against him for temporary absence from court-room during 
a session of Court. 

J OSEP.ll JONES TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Nov. 23. Recommending Robert ?rIessenburg as an Inspector at Barksdale's 
Warehouse j likewise the following names for same position: Peter 
Vaughan, John Anderson, Bozwell Hutchens, Benj'n Bosseau, Jun'r, 
Edward Pegram, Jun'r. 

JOSEPH KENT TO TIlE EXECUTIVE. 

Dec. 1 When I contracted to supply the volunteer Militia on the Southwestern 

Dec. I 

frontier of this State for the yt'ars 1792, 'H3 and '94, I was assured that 
punctuality would be observed on the part of the public in making the 
advances and payments promised to me. Under. this impression I en
gaged and did for a length of time supply these troops either out of Illy . 
own purse or credit, both of which were extended for their benefit. 
Several applications were made by me to Government for the money 
they had promised, and frequently, notwithstanding the strong assurance 
given me, I was ditlappointcd. My contract W8.l! that, if the puhlic did 
not alwaYIl pay me agreeable to our contract, I should be compenllatcd 
for the disappointments, the time lost. and money expended in goin~ to 
thc seat of Government for it. At four different times did I attend, with 
much fatigue and expense, and was disappointed each time, from which 
circumstance I am a considerable 101ler. As I conceive it W8.l! within the 
power of the Executive to redress me and make me the compensation 
promised, I do now apply to them with a hope of success. To support 
the account which is herewith scnt, I ('..an produce a sufficient document, 
and Gen'I Lee, the then Governor, will confirm what. I have said above 
with rCS}l(lct to my contraet and the promise given me by the public. 

With respect, I am, &c. 

Is NOTTOWAY ('mIsTY ('Ol:RT. 

Dec. lHt, 179tI. 

Abram Hatchett and John E. .Jackson are recommended to his ~;xcel
lency the (iovernor and Council as fit persons to execute the office of 
Coroncr in this county. 

THOMAS W ARL .. G TODD,.D. C. 
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WILLIAM LOWTHBR TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Inclosed YOQ will receive a pay and muster abstract for six Scouts 
ordered into service under my command by Gen'l Benj'n Biggs for the 
defence of HarrillOn in the year 179.5, also one &out by the name of 
.Bird Lockhart by advice of John Dawson, Esquire, member of the 
Cuuncil of State, but in consequence of orders received from your Excel
lency dated the - day of---,'1795, direeting that the Scouts should 
be continued in service until further ,orders, which ordeJ'f! I have never 
received, the Scouts therefore continued in service as long as they and the 
inhabitants thought necessary. 

Robert Bartlett, Moses Hall, Elias Hughs and HeQry Brandenburg 
continued until the first of Jan'y, 1796; Moses Hewett, Daniel Rowell, 
and Bird Lockhart ~ntil the 24th of October, 1795. You will, therefore, 
n-adily discover the r~n why the blanks are left. in the abstract and 
muster roll and regulate the same as the nature and justice of the case 
may require. 

I have, &c. 

Ix THE HOUSE OF S)O;NATORS, 

TnelldflY, December th.e 6t}" 1796. 

401 

1796. 
Dcc. 5, 

HarrisoD 

The House proceeded according to the orders of the day, by joint bal- Dec. Ii 

lot with the House of Delegates, to the choice of three members of the 
Privy Council or Couucil of State to supply the vacancies occasioned by 
the resignation of two of that body, and the appointment of James Wood, 
Esquire, to be Governor or Chief Magistrate of this Commonwealth; and 
the members having prepared tickets with the names of the persons 
\'oted for and deposited the same in the ballot-hoxes, Mr. Peyton, ?t'(r. 
PI'{'Ston, Mr. Birkett, Mr. Strother, Mr. Bassett, and Mr. Chinn were nom-
inated a committee to mcet a committee from the House of Delegates in 
the Conference Chamber, and jointly with them to examine the ballnt-
boxes and report to the houses on whom the majority of votes should 
fall. ' 

The committee then withdrew, and' after some time retuMled into the 
Houlle, and Mr. Peyton reported that the committee had, Mcording to 
orders, met a committee from the House of DelegateI'! in the Conference 
Chamber, and jointly with them examined the hallot-boxes and found 1\ 

majority of votes in favor of ~Ieriwether Jones, John Pendleton, and 
John Mayo, Esquires. 

Ex~t from the JouMlal-Teate: 

H. BROOKE, C. S. 
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Received of the Electors of a President and Vice-President of the 
United States, a packet directed to the President of the Senate of the 
United States, containing a list of the votes for the State of Virginia for 
the said President and Vice-President, which packet is subscribed by the 
said Electors, and I herehy engage to deliver the same to the President 
of the Senate at Philadelphia before the fiI'llt Wednesday in January 
next. Richmond, December the 7th, 1796. 

SAM'L PETTUS. 
Attest: PETER G. BALGROVE. 

Henrico-to wit: 

Dec. 5 I do hereby certify that I have administered the oaths prescribed 
hy law to be taken by a Privy Councillor unto Meriwether Jones and 
John Pendleton, Esquires. 

Given under my hand this 7th day of December, 1796. 

DAN'}, L. HYLTON. 

Virginia-to wit: 

Dec. 5 I do hereby certify that I have administered the oaths prescribed 
by law to be taken by the Governor or C'hief Magistrate of the Common-

• wealth unto James Wood, Esquire, who hath been elected for that office. 
Given under my hand this seventh day of December, 1796. 

DAlS'L L. HYLTOX. 

IN THE HOUSE Ol" SElSATOR~, 

Thursday, De.cember the 8th, 17rJ6. 

H,'c. ;) The House, according to the order of the day, proceeded by joint bal-
lot with the House of Delegatel:! to the choice of two members of the 
Privy Council, or council of State, in the Room of Hobert Goode and 
John Steele, who were removed from that office by joint ballot of hoth 
Houses; and the memhers having prepared ticket.':! with the nallles of 
the persons voted for and depositoo the same in the ballot boxes, ~I r. 
Cabell, ~[r. Peyton, Mr. Strother, )Ir. Hoollles, and ~lr. Eyre were nomi
nate,l a COlllmittee to meet a committee from the House of Delegates in 
the conference chamber, and jointly with them to examine the ballut 
boxes and report to the Houl:!e on whom the majority of yotes shoulll 
fall. . 

The Committee then withdrew, and after some time returned into tht· 
House, and ~Ir. Cabell reported that the Committee had according to 
order met a committee from the House of Delegates in the conference 
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chamber, and jointly with them examined the ballot boxes and found a 
majority of votes in favor of .John Grennan, Junior, and Alexander 
~(cRae. 

Teste: 
H. BR()OKJo:, C. S. 
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1796. 
Dec. 5 

Bond of John Brown, with James Machie and Peter Hull &'Curitie.'1, a.q Dec. 5 
collector of arrt>llrs of taxes in the tenth Brigade District received. 

Bond of William McClerey, -With John Haymond and John Evans, Dec. 14 

.Tu'r, securities, as commissioner for the faithful expenditure of Five 
Hundred Dollars for opening a road from Savage Hiver to Morgan Town, 
lod!!ffi. 

ROBERT POLLARD TO TIlE GOVERNOR. 

I herewith hand you the James River Company's account against the Dec.15· 
Commonwealth of Virginia. The balance due the Company, Twe]ve 
Hundred and forty-two pounds, fifteen shillings and fi\'e pence, if found 
right, you will please give me an order on the Treasurer for. 

The interesfcharged in the account is conformable to the act of tile 
assembly authorizing th~ loan. . 

I have, &C. 

Application of l\licajah Davis to the Executive for an appointment as Dec. 15 
superintendent of thc business of locating and erecting buildings for the 
accommodation of 200 convicts under Act of the present General As-
sembly, lodged. 

Proposals by Jacob Cooke to manufacture one thousand stand of arms Dec. 19 

complete, at sixteen dollars each, and a. second thousand stand at fifteen 
dollars each. Sundry certificates lIB to Cooke's skill as ltn armourer and 
character as a man are lodged. 

ROBERT BROOKE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Agreeably to your request, I send you enclosed an inventory of all the Dec. 19 

furniture belon~ng to the Government Hous~, and am, &c. 

In the dining-room, a good set of tables~ a handsome sideboard, ten 
chairs, a convenient press. No furniture for drawing-rooms except t.wo G I 
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card-tables, *one tea-table, two in the passB.F:e, a mahogany press, a marble 
slab, eleven green chain!. In the lodging-rooms, a mahogany bedstead. 
one plain Do., seven chail'il. No china, house linen, or kitchen furniture. 
One bedstead not in the above list. 

On enquiry I find that two mahogany chairs were sent to Swan's shop 
to be repaired. The bottoms are in the garret. The oth«:r two chl\i~ 
were old and broken: and will be found in the kitchen. The green chair 
was broken in pieces and not worth mending. 

I am, &c. 

*This article was not in the house when I took possession. Everything else 
was ruined. All the chairs old and many of them broken. 

J. WOOD. 

M. CLAY TO JOHN WISE. 

Dec. 20 Being called to the State of Kentucky this fall to examine into the 
situation of some lands given me for my services during the last war, 
in the course of the examination I found entered in the books of James 
Thompson, Surveyor of Lincoln county, a location by General Rogers 
Clarke of 101,920 acres of land. made the 29th of October, 1781, on 
behalf of this Commonwealth, by virtue of a balance of warrants re
maining in his hands, which had .heen deposited with him by this State 
for the purpose of enabling him to recruit men to go against the Illinois. 
As the land remains in the situation in which General Clarke left. it, I 
presumed the Government of Virginia was either ignorant of or had 
forgotten the location, and therefore took some pains to ascertain its real 
state. I inquired of Mr. Thompson, the Surveyor of Lincoln, what had 
heen done with it; he answered that nothing had been done with it that 
he knew of, and t.hat it remained 'subject to the di:'!position of \'irginia. 
I inquired of George Mallison. A uditor of Publie Accounts for the State 
of Kentucky, whether the land had been listecl according to the laws of 
the Commonwealth and was informed by him that it had not, of which 
he gave me a l'ertificate, which, toget.her with a certificate of the entry, 
is ell(~losed. • 

I haye taken the liberty of communiellting to the Assembly throu/!h 
you, the foregoing information, suppo!lin/! that honorable body the most 
proper department of Government to rel'eiYe it, as they can take lOud) 
steps as are most proper, 

. With reflpect, I am, &c. 

Geo~e HogeJ'lo! Clarke, Hrig'd'r Gen'I, in hehalf of the State of VirWni:\.. 
l<~nt.cJ'lo! lOt,9:W aeras upon tS2 Trea.<iury warrants, five hundn..'(l and mxty 
Ill'r~ paoli, to he laid off in one or more sur\'cys, G I 

Digitized by oog e 



CALENDAR OF STATE PAPERS. 

Beginning at the mouth of a creek at the head of the first Island in 
the Mississippi below the mouth of the Ohio; thence down the !lissis-
8ippi to the mouth of Mayfield creek coming in at the Town of Clarks
ville; thenc.e up said creek to the first Highland, bounded thence down
wards by the Drownded lands of the Mississippi to the Carolina line, to 
extend eastwardly on the said line and up the creek began on for Quan
tity, 80 that the lands about the Borough of Clarksville shall extend at 
least eight miles from the river, except that distance should interfere with 
the Barrens entered the 29th of October, 1781. 

A copy-Teste: 

J AMEB THOMPSON, S. L. C. 

I do hereby certify that the above mentioned Treasury warrants, on 
which the above Entry is founded is in my office. 

JAMEB THOMPSON, S. L. C. 
~ovember 28th, 1796. 

AlTDITOR'SOFl<'IeE, NO'l'. !22rul, 1796. 

It does not appear from the Reconls of this office, that any person hL'!! 
entered any land in behalf of the State of Virginia lying in the State 
of Kentucky. 

GEORGE MADISON, A. P. A. 

IN THE HOUSE OF SENATORS, 

Priday, Demnber ::Mrd, 1796. 
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1796. 
Dec. 20 

The House according to the orders of the day, proceeded by joint bal- Dec. 20 

lot with the House of Delegates, to the choice of a Trcnl:!urer of this 
Commonwealth for the ensuing year, and the members having prepared 
tickets with the name of the person to he appointed, and deposited the 
!!/lme in the ballot boxes, Mr. Cabell, Mr. Temple, Mr. Meade, Mr. Rid-
ley and Mr. Hoomet!, were nominated a committee, to meet a committee 
of the House of Delegates in the ·conferance chamber, and jointly with 
them to examine the ballot boxes and report to the House on whom the 
majority of votes should fall. 

The committee then withdrew and after some time returned into the 
house and Mr. -- reported that the committee had according to orders 
met a committee from the House of Delegates in the conference chamber, 
and jointly with them examined the ballot boxes and found a majority 
of votes in favor of Jaquelin Ambler, Esquire. 

Teste: 
H. BIWOKE, C. S. G I 
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Norfolk Borough: 

At a court of Oyer and Terminer, held the 21st day of December, 
1796, for the trial of a negro man slave, Charles, the property of Gilbert 
Curle of Lancaster, charged with feloniously assaulting the person of 
Abbey Tolbz, in the streets of this Borough on the night of the tenth 
instant: 

Whereupon it appeared to the court on the examination of sundry 
witnesses that the said Charles was guilty of the charge as alk-ged, and 
that therefore he be hanged on Friday, the 27 day of January next. 

IN THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES, 

Monday, Derember S8: 1796. 

Dec. 23 Resolved, That the Executive be authorized to employ such an addi-
tional number of artimus at the Point of Fork as will in their judgment 
be enabled to put the amlS therein in complete order without unnecessary 
delay. 

Resolved, also, That the Executive be requested to ascertain the most 
eligible situation in the City of Richmond or its vicinity, for an al'8CJlal 
and manufactory of arms, and make report thereof to the next session 
of the General Assembly. 

Attest: 

Agreed to by the Senate. 

Henrico, sc.: 

JOHN STEWART: C. H. D. 

1798, December S7th. 

H. BROOKE, C. S. 

Dec. 23 John Mayo, Esq'r, personally appeared before me, a magistrate for 

Dec. 30 

said county, and in due form took the oath of office prescribed by law 
for a Privy Councillor, and also the oath to the United States. 

Given under my hand this 28th day of December, 1796. 

SAM'L DOBIE TO THB GOVERNOR. 

Applying for the appuintment of Architect of the Penitentiary Hou8e. 

Qllarterly Return of Arm.s lind Military SIMes at the Stat.e Ar8eTUJl. 

Dec. 31 1 BraSH Mortar, 1 BraAS 6-Pounder, 1 Brass 4-Pounder, 1 Iron Pi('('e of 
ordllnncc. !)279 mUHkctH in complet(~ Ordl'f, a49B muskets with ruff B8~'O-
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nets, 80 new stocked muskets out of repair, 300 Musket Barrels fit to be 
stocked, 400 ~ckers and Brushes, 2939 musket worms, 132 Screw Dri
,"enl, 805 artillery swords, 293 Grenedeer Swords, 7 Barrels Gun Powder, 
40 Pigs Lead, 181 case shot from 4 to 6 pounds, 263 Round Ditto, 30 
Rheams of cartridge paper, 18 Bbls. Flints, 1650 !be. Ball and Buck shot. 

Work performed this Quarter: 
98 muskets stocked, 92 muskets repaired and fitted with Bayonets and 

R. Rods, 264 Bayonets and R. Rods ground and polished,135 Musket 
Lucks made. 

N. B.-Fifty stand of the repaired arms have been sent to Northamp
ton County since last Quarter Return by order of the Hon'able the 
Executive. 

ROBT. QUARLES, Supt. S. A. 

U. QUARLES TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Inclosed I forward to the honorable the Executive the usual Quarterly 
Return of Military Stores and Arms under my care. You will likewise 
receive the customary Pay Rolls, with the account current of the Quar
ter's Expenditures, and the contractor's account for Rations, &c., furnished 
the Garrison. 

I have, &c. 

[Pay Rolls, account current, and contractor's account not found.-ED.]' 

THOMAS NICHOLSON TO TIlE GOVERNOR. 
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Dec. 31 

Dec. 31, 
State 

Al'Ilenal 

Proposing to print the I,aw8 of the Union of the lat<t sitting of Congress Dec. 31 

for use of the State. 

JAMES GARRARD TO TIlE GOVERNOR. 

I do myself the honour of inclosing to your Excellency, sundry Hcso
iUtiOllS of the Legislature of Kentucky, on the Report of the COIlllIlis
~iollers for ascertaining and fixing the Boundary Line between this State 
and the State Virginia. 

If the Legislature of Virginia has taken up this subject anu adopted 
any measures, that may make another meeting of the Commissionen; 
neceiWU'y, conformable to the fourth resolution.of this State, I must 
request your Excellency to give me the earliest intelligence, that I may 
direct the Commissioners on the part of Kentucky to hold themselves in 
readiness. 

1797. 
JKJI.2. 

Frankfort 

I am, &c. 
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IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

Dec. 13th, 1796. 

The Senl\te according to the orders of the day, resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole house on the state of the Commonwealth, and 
after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair and )lr. 
Machin reported that the Committee had according to order, had under 
consideration the report of the Commissioners for ascertaining the 
boundary line between this State and.the State of Virginia, together with 
the depositions and other documents relating thereto to them referred, 
and had come to sundry resolutions which were twice severally read, and 
agreed to by the ~enate as followeth: 

Hesolved, That the boundary line claimed and insisted on by the 
commissioners on the part of Kentucky, Beginning at the mouth of great 
Sandy creek and up the same to the junction of the main North FABterly 
and westward by the branches thereof; thence up the said North F..ast
erly branch to the dry fork in t.he great dividing Ridge or mountain 
between tho waters of Randy and Tennessee near .Jll.mes Rorix's, in the 
Baptist Valley; thence along the said dividing Ridge or mountain south
westwardly thro' Cumberland GILp to Walker's line, w·hich separates the 
Htates of Virf.,rinia an~ Kentucky from the States of North Carolina and 
Tennessee-is the true boundary line between the States of Virginia and 
Kentucky agreeahly to the intent and meaning of the act "For the en'O
tion of the Di!-ltrict of Kentucky into an independant State." 

Resolved, That the General Assembly do approve the conduct of the 
- said commissioners from this State in their endeavours to execute the 

business intrusted to them. 
Resolved, That it is tho wish of this State to adjust the Boundary' 

between the two States in an amicable manner, and 80 as to do as little 
injury as pOSBible to the citizens of either State. 

Resoh'ed, That the Governor he requested to transmit a copy of the 
above lu'solutions to t.he Governor of Virginia as early as pOl.'Isible. 

Reflol\·ed, That the Commissioners on the part of this State procCl"(1 
no further in the businesH without the future direction of the Legislatnn" 
unless the ~,egil!lature of Virginia shall authorize their Commissioners 
to recede or compromise on terms deemed by them ad,nissable on the 
part of this State. 

B. THURSTON, C. 8. 
T. TODD, C. H. R. 

Read and concurred in hy the House of RepreI'Ientat:ives, Appn)Voo 
nnrl signed by thc Governor. 

HARRY TOULMIN, Secretary. 
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f;tate of Kentucky. Secretary's Office, to wit: 

I do herehy certify that the proceding copy of Minutes lind Ht.'solutions 
of the L~rislature of this State respecting tho boundary line between 
this St'-lte and the State of Virginia, and is r.onformahle to the cnrollcd 
('ory lod/!:ed in this office. 

Ih;l'm y To{lI.MJN, Secretary . 
. January 2nd, 1797. 
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Jan. 2 

At a Hl1stin~s ('ourt held for the Town of Petersburg, the Court Ilomi- Jan. 2 

aated to the Governor Robert Armistead and .J oseph Badger, of said 
town, as fit persons to be ('oroner of' said Town. 

WILLIAM PRICE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Asking for the eontinuane(1 of the MIIlC number of clerkH in the Land Jan. 2 

()fficc as in the preceding year. 

HENRY TAZEWELL TO TIlE GOVERNOR. 

Home time 8.1(0 I receh'cd your letter IlddreHsed to Mr. MaROn and 
myself on the subject of obtaining p8.8Sports for the arm!'! which Mr. 
~wann had purchased for Yirginia. Mr. Mason had not arrived in Phil
adelphia, and a se\'cre indispotlition prp\otmtcd Illy anHwl'ring the Idter 
l't14mcr. I now enclose you the ne<.:eHsary dOCUnll'llts for ohtaining the 
dl·~ired pas!!port.'i. Perhaps, howc\'er, if the State of Virginia ure to he 
at a.ny risque under the contract with MI'. Swann, it would be prudent to 
ohtaill from the British and Frene~consuls at Norfolk additional pass
)luTts. 

I have lately received from you another letter relath'e to the prolonga
tion of the time for importinl! puhlic arllls duty free. Relying that you 
would peruse the act exempting Huch ILrm8 from duties in our ports, Mr. 
~I88011 and myself deemed it unnece!!sary to state Reclamation to you in 
our former .communication on that subjeet. We will, however, use our 
utmost endeavors to obtain a prolongation of the time. I doubt our 
success. Whatever may be the result you shall instantly know. 

I have, &c. 

~f. DAVIS TO TilE GOVERNOR. 

Jan. 2, 
Philadel· 

phia 

Renewing application for appointment fI!o1 Ruperintcndcnt of Building .Tan. 3, 
Penitentiary House and Goal; also for appointment as Keeper of that Richmond 

Institution. 
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Petition of James Caldwell, Benj'n Biggs, Philip Doddridge, M0se8 
Chaplinc, and. others of the county of Brooke for the re-commission of 
William Southerland, whose name had been omitted erroneously from 
the litlt of those rtlCcntly commissioned, and testifying to hit! faithful ser
vice of nine years as a Justice previoUtl to the formation of Brooke county 
without compensation. 

ROBERT WOOD TO THE GOVBRNOR. 

Jan. 5 Prays for remission of a fine charged against him for non-attendance 
as a Grand .Juryman at August term of Frederick Court, 1793, with 
reason of iIlneHs of his wife at that date . 

• J. JACKSON TO JOHN PENDLETON. 

Jan. 6 Asking his friendly interference with the Executive to have his Ralary 
fixed at £150 per annum, the same as his predecessors, the Auditor hav
ing declined to pay him more than £25 per quarter. 

JOHN DILLARD TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Jan. 9 Prays for remission of damage again@t him a.c; Sheriff of Henry on 

Jan. I} 

account of a balance of Revenue for 1794, having paid principal, intere~t 
and cost on same. 

WILLIAM HERBERT TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Forwarding .January statement, 1797, of the Bank of Alexandria. 

Ba/rmre of fhe Rookx Bnnk of Alexandria, Jan';" 9th, 1797. 

To Bank House, 
Discounts, -

- 8 4,100 00 By Deposits, 

I ncidentnl Charges, 
Cash, 

566,774 48 Post Notes, 
500 Bank Notes. 

217,R().Ij .50 

8788,68498 

Dividends ~o. 2, 
Profit and Lm;s, 
Dividends No.4, 
Dividends No.5. 
Di vidends No.6, 
Dividends No.7, 
Stock, 
Discounts, -

Bank of Alexandria, January 9th, 1797. E. E. 

842,63230 
57.44386 

351,04000 
36 on 

2,021 19 
3(i 00 

3400 
23000 

7,200 is 
327,20U 00 

810 1'\.") 

8788,6849S 

~ftW>Sy ~~ier. 
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ROBERT BROOKE AND EDMUND RANDOLPH TO THE GOVERNOR. 

We have now the honor of enclosing to your Excellency the draught 
of a deed executed by Mr. James 1\1. Marshall, which we have examined, 
approve, and offer to the Executive for their approbation and acceptance. 
Mrs. Marshall, though a party. is in Philadelphia, but will be in Yirginia 
in March. However, as her possible e\'entual title of dower scarcely 
deserves a consideration, we haye done no more with Mr. Marshall than 
fA> stipulate that the deed is not to be deemed perfect until that chance 
of dower is by privy examination or otherwise extinguished. 

We have the honor to be sir, &c. 

I assent to the above. 
J. 1\1. MARSHALL. 

BASIL WOOD TO THE GOVERNOR. 
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Jan. 10 

Soliciting employment in the management of the Virginia Penitentiary. Jan. 11, 
Philadel

phia 

JOHN BARRETT TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Offering Lotts opposite to Hay market for one hundred and fifty pounds, Jan. 11 

as a site for the Penitentiary . 

• T. AMBLER TO TH)!: GOVERNOR. 

Mr. Page, one of our Delegates in Congress, has been applied to for Jan. 14, 

information whether the under-mentioned Bills would be honored by the Treasury 
Executive of Virginia; in compliance with Mr. Page's request, I take the 
liberty to lay his application before the Board. 

I am, &0 .. 

Bills drawn by General Clarke, on the Treasurer of Virginia or Oliver 
PollO<'k of New Orleans in favor of Mr. Rapicault, dated May and June, 
1 i79, at Kaskas Kia, for 300, 4081 and 617 dollars for sundries furnished 
the Commonwealth, also one Bill drawu by Wm. Shannon, Cond'r Gen'l, 
on the Treasure!' of Virginia, in favor of Mons'r Charles Lalhapell, for 
123 dollars, dated 5th of July, 1779, at Fort Clarke in the Illinois. 
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Ro. QUARLES TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Your favor of the 9th Inst, enclosing the Resolution of the Gen'l 
Assembly respecting the employment of an additional number of Artifi
cers at this place, I have hefore me. In answer to which I have to obtler\'c, 
that we have already more artificers· here than the present houses will 
accomodate comfo~bly; it will follow of course then that if we add to 
the present number of Smiths, we shall be under the necessity of el'('('t
ing houses for their reception. I have calculated that the artificers now 
employed here, are sufficient to complete the whole of the public work 
in the course of the present year. 

If this will embrace the meaning of the Gen'l Assembly in this reso
lution, it will be better to complete the work with our present numher of 
hands, than to be at the expense of Building houses to receive others. 
It has boon with great difficulty, I have collected the pre.~ent number of 
Gunsmiths from the "arious parts of the State, nor do I know where 
others can be obtained. 

I consiller our present collection of Artifict'}'tj at this place as a valuable 
treasure to the State of Vir~rinia, if a manufacture of arms for Public Ul!t! 

is contemplated. Now, Sir, if in the time which will intervene betWef.>1l 

the completion of the work here and the ]<~stahlishment of the manufac
tory as contemplated by the Gen'l AB8embly, those different characters 
should either establish themselves in their present occupations in the coun
try, or lwtake themselves to otht'r Public works, we shall probably at a 
future day he unahle to command their ~er\'i(,l'H. I have sUl!gested this 
idea to you Sir, under a confidencp that if you think it worth the llotil'e 
of the Public, you will treat it so a.~ to render it. conducive to its Welfllfl'. 

I have, &c. 

Is THE IIOl'SE OF n.:u:nAn:s, 

.~/I,,,·d(/y, Xo/'ember the 12th, 1796. 

HC8olved: That the Executive hl' reqne!!tecl to furnitlh thitl house with 
a copy of till' returns of work d011e at the AT8el~al at the Point of Fork, 
commencing the fil'l'lt of October, li9.5, and terminating the thirtieth of 
I-\('I'tem her, 1 i96. 

Tesw: 
JOHN STEWART, C, H. D. 

'VII,I,IAM J>RIC~: TO TilE GOVERNOR. 

A~rceably to request I hM'c m:\lle a rough e:,ltimote of the time it will 
tnke to record the Plot~ anel t'ertitlcates of Survey llleJl1.ioned i"r& UC:'o
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lution of the House of Delegates on the 22nd of December, 1794. In 1797. 

making this estimate I confine myself to the mere record of the Plots I1n":J3ice 
and Certificates, without l)aying any regard to the assignments and other 
documents belonging thereto. Under this calculation (which is at the 
mte of one hundred per week) it will employ two persons five and a half 
years to record and examine the said Plots and Certificates of Survey. 
It must be observed that about one-fifth of the work is required to be 
performed by my predecessor, Mr. Lewis, and the remainder by Colonel 
Harvie. 

I am, &c. 

IN THE HOUSE OF DEI.EGATES, 

De(;e'lllber 22nd, 179,4.. 

Resolved, That the Executive be requested to call upon John Harvie 
and Charles Lewis, l1;squircs, to record all such Grants and Plats and 
Certificates of Sur\'ey now remaining in the Land Office as have not 
hitherto been recorded, and which by law they w.ere bound to have 
entered of record, and that the same be done under the direction of the 
present Register within the term of two years, and in case that they, or 
either of them, refuse or fail to do the !!lame, that the Executive be 
requested to employ a proper person or persons to compleat the said 
records, and so soon as the expense thereof shall be ascertained, that they 
cautle suits to be brought on their bonds to recover from them their 
respecth"e proportions thereOf, in case they should fail to pay them. . 

Teste: 
CHARLES HAY, C. II. D. 

Derl'llllir,. 25t", 179.$. 
Agreed to by the Senate. 

H. BROOKE, C. S. 
A copy-Teste: 

JOliN STEWART, C. II. D. 
Henrico, Sc.: 

Personally appeared Nathaniel Holman before me, the flubscriber, 
a Justice of the Peace for said county, who made oath t.hat he delivered 
a copy of the above Resolutions of the General AtI~embly to Charles 
Lewis, late Register of tile Land Offiee on the 1 ith day of this instant, 
agreeably to the direction of the ~~xecl1tive. 

Sworn to this 20th day of Octoher, 1796. 
nEUB~~N GEORUE. 

HOBERT BROOKE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

I have been honored with your I.'ommunkations of the 9th and 14th Jan. 20, 
Inst, and must beg you to excuse my not ha"ing sent you a more early RichmonCd I 
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Jan. 23, 
Randolph 

County 

Jan. 25, 
Caroline 
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reply to them; as I have been prevented from doing so by the late 
derangement of my household. 

With respect to the land entered by Gen'l Clarke in the State of Ken
tucky on behalf of the Commonwealth of Virginia, the title appears from 
the documents furnished, to be at present merely inchoate, and from the 
length of time which has elapsed since any attention has been paid to it, 
I think it is to be apprehended that it will be necessary to combat many 
interfering locations, before it can be completely established. 

To affect this, I conceive it would be most advisable to employ imme
diately one of the most eminent and astute attorneys in Kentucky to 
prosecute the claim, and vest him with competent powers and means to 
bring it to a speedy completion. . 

The Resolution of the General Assembly respecting the adjustment of 
the dh'iding lines and boundaries between this State and the State of 
Maryland. shall experience my pa.rticular attention. nor shall its object 
be delayed by a want of my agency to affect it. 

I have. &c. 

ROBERT MAXWELL TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Declining the appointment of assessor of lands in his county on account 
of other engagements as Dep .. Clerk, and recommending Abraham ('1a),

pool, Esq'r, for the place. 

JOHN TAYLOR TO THE GOVERNOR. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th 
instant, covering a resolution of the Assembly of December the' 26th. 
1796. 

Permit me to ask the fa"or of you to hand the inclosed letter upon 
that subject to Mr. Marshall. 

I am, &c . 

• J AMES McFARLANE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Jan. 27, Some time past I received a COllllUh!sion from his Excellency, Governor 
R\l88eJl Co. Brooke, dated the 11th of June, 1796, for the purpose of pursuing and 

apprehending the perpetrators of the murder of the unfortunate }Ir. 

Teubeuf and family. 
The commission by some means was detained after it was sent from 

the post-officc a considerable time before it came to my hand. The 
ot.her person nnmed in the commi~ion (Col. Cowan) declined serving on 
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account of an indisposition which rendered him incapable (as he thought) 
of supporting a journey of such length, and likely to be attended with 
hardship and fatigue. However, Col. Cowan appointed Lieut. Ward to 
act in his place, and I was happy in the appointment, knowing him to 
he a good young man and of approved integrity, though this cbange, 
together with the delay of the commission and preparing for so extent-live 
ajoumey, prevented our starting till the time mentioned in our journal. 

Agreeable to my proposition to his Excellency, Governor Brooke, the 
3rrl of May, 1796, I have herewith enclosed a minute of our proceediJigs 
to which I refer you for further information, and hope it will meet with 
the approbation of Government; and as to compensat.ion for our services 
we submit it to the proposition already made, and the sum that Govern
ment may think proper to allow us might be forwarded in a bank note 
or not.es by mail to Abingdon. 

I hope that Mr. Ward's serving in8tel\d of Col. Cowan will not be a. 
matter of objection with GO\'ernment, as I ha\'e e ... ery reason to know 
that he has faithfully discharged his duty as far as in his power, and we 
have only to regret that we have been unsuccessful. 

I wl.>uld esteem it a singular fa\'or if vour Excellency would plcSI'e by 
some means let us know whether or not Government approves of our 
conduct in offering a reward to apprehend the murderers, and if they 
should be taken and confined agreeable to our R(hertisements whether 
or not we shan bring t.hem forward. . 

I have taken the liberty to enclose one of the advertisements to your 
Excellency, to which Mr. Ward has set his name as an agent,' as I con
ceived that two signatures were required, but provided it shoulrl not 
meet with the approbation of Government, 1\1 r. Ward is wiJ1ing to ad VRnce 
his part of the reward, provided the murderers are hrought to condign 
punishment. 

I can assure your Excellency that nothing could prevail with me to 
take such another journey, only ",hat at first induced me, (viz) the hon
our of my country and the dignity of the State, as I had to expose myself 
to great hardships; the weather in those parts- being ten degrees colder 
than ever known before, the e:ffect.~ of which I now feel in a disagreeable, 
lingering, disordering state which I despair of surmounting very soon. 

I am, &c. 

REWARD FOR A MURDERER. 

415 

1797. 
Jan. '%1, 

Rnssell Co. 

Whereas a certain John Brown (alias Bonds) a.nd Richard Barrow, did Jan. '%1, 

in the month of April, 1795, commit in the County of Russell in the RUI!8811 Co. 

State of Virginia, a most horrid and deliberate murder and robbery on G I 
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---- ---- ----

the body and property of Francis Peter Teubeuf and family, and have 
fled and are now fugitives from the justice of that State-

We do therefore Wl Agents for the Commonwealth of Virginia, (in IlUr· 
Huance of the lawH in that case made and provided) by colUmission lX'ar· 
ing date the 11th day of June, 1796, l:Iigned by the Governor and St>aled 
with the seal of said State, offer a reward of Ji'ive Hundred Dollan; to 
any I'(lfson or persons who will deliver the said John Brown (alias Bond~) 
and Richard Barrow to Ul", in the county where the murder was commit
ted, or to t.he Jailor of !laid county, or any person or persons who will 
confine tJwm in any jail in the United States, 80 t.hat we can receive them 
into custody, shall receive a generous reward by us. 

The aforesaid .John Brown (alias Bonds) and Richard Barrow, are of 
the following descript.ion, to-wit: .John Brown (alias Bonds) is about five 
fe<>t eight inch{'s high, a thick set. strong made man, would weigh ahout 
1801bs, black short curly hair, dark colored eyes, of a fresh comely com· 
plexion; appears to he a sober sedate man; he hath lost two toes, or line 
and part of another off one foot, it is said sillce he committed the atill'c' 
said crimes; he hath It small Bcar on one of his cheeks, about the size of 
a grain of corn, and apl'eal"H as if it were burnt; he hath a very remark
able scar 011 one of hili legs on the inside of the calf; 25 or 30 years of 
age. 

Richard Barrow is nearly the same height and age with Brown; slender 
built, (if a pale complexion, disagrl'eahle cOllnt.enance, and down IOllk; 
hath n scald head (it is said it it~ getting better,) imd always wore 8. hand· 
kerchief about it; he spenk!! thick and fast, and appears of a rattling dis
position, hath fair hair. 

The aforesaid Brown and Barrow were apprehended in the la.st lIJonth 

of May, 179H, at the Illinois in New DCI'!ign for the aforesaid crimes-and 
broke eu~tody. 

The ahove reward of five hundred dollars will he paid by us at Uus.'lell 
county court hOl1t!c in the State of Virginia, on the delivery of the afore
said men. 

JAMES McFARLAND, 

JOHN WARD, 
Agents. 

Jan. 27 Know all men by these presents that we, William Price, Sen'r, and 
John Harvie, of the county of Henrico, are held and finnly bound unt() 
James Wood, Esquire, Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia, in 
the just sum of five thousand dollars to be paid to the said James W()()(l 
or his tlUcccssors in office, for ihe use of the said Commonwealth, to which 
pa.vment well and truly to be made, we do bind ourselves, our heirs. 
executors, a.nd administrators, jointly and severally by these presents. 
Sealed with our seals and dated the thirtieth day of January, 1797. 
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The condition of the above obligation is such that whereas the above 
bound William Price, Sen'r, hath contracted with the Executive to make 
or cause to be made a fair record of all such grants and plats and certifi
cates of survey remaining in the Land Office as are specified in a reso
lution of the General Assembly p88SCd in the year 1794, requesting the 
EXl'eutiYe to call upon John Harvie and Charles Lewis to record the 
~alllc. and which by law they were bound to have entered of record. 
Xow if the said William Price, Sen'r, shall well and truly perform the 
duties required of him by the l.'8.id contract as contained in the advice 
of the Council of the 25th of January, 1797, and shall safely return to 
the Land Office all such grants and plats and certificates of survey as 
shall be delivered to him from time to time by the Register, then this 
obligation to be void, or else to remain in full foree and virtue. 

WILLIAM Paw.;. [SeaL] 
JOHN HARVIE. [8ea1.] 

Sealed and delivered in the presence of A. Blair . 

• J. AMBLER TO TIlB GOVERNOR. 

417 

]797. 
Jan. 27 

The attempt to break into the Treasury and the insecurity of the doors Feb. 1 

aud windows induced me to call on Mr. Quarrier to strengthen them. 
This was done with the approbation of the Governor, and I trust will be 
approved by the Honorahle Board. 

I am, &C. 

LUDWELL LEE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Acknowledging receipt of Uesolutions of the State of Maryland and 
of this State upon the subject of their boundary line. 

THOMAS LEE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

}<'cb. ], 
Fredericks

burg 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your very polite letter accompa- Feb. 1, 
nying the C.ommission for the 89th UCI,-riment of Militia. Park (lale 

The purport of the present is to inform the Executive of the situa.tion 
of the Commonwealth's Tenants on the Tract of Land under my man
a~ement, commonly known as Bristow's Tract. Their rents are in 
Tnhacco. The la.~t was so bad a year for it. that they have (as is gencr
ally the case in these parts) failcd totally in making it, and unless I can 
be authorized to receive their Tobacco rents in cash, none will bc collected 
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from them this year. The price of Tobacco is now very high, and what 
little there is the merchants hold and will not part from it. Several of 
the Tenants have offered me the cash, but I have not thought myself 
authorized to recei ve it. I shall be glad to re<.oeh'e some instructioDs on 
this head if they are thought to be requisite. 

With sentiments of respect and esteem, I have, &c. 

BENJAMIN WILSON TO THE GOVERNOR, 

Enclosing recommendation of County Court of Harrison of Moses 
Sutton, James Pewthner and Francis Pallen. one of whom as a fit person 
for Coroner of said county. 

JOHN BRECKINRlDGE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Feb. 2, Your Excellency'S letter of the 20th ult., with the inclosures, I have 
Buckingham rect'ived. 

I apprehend I am not at liberty (being Atto. General for the State of 
Kentucky) to advocate the claim of this State. This is the result of Illy 
pre.~ent reflections on th(' subject, a.ltho' I am not so situated as to make 
up an accurate opinion. 

Were not the land!.! in that quarter ceded by the Gen'! GO\'emment to 

t.he Chickatlaw Indians? I think you will find they were; and if so the 
l~al claim of this State with lllany others arc, I presume, thereby extin, 
guished. 

I am, &c. 

H, B. BROOKE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Fl'b.4, Recommending Thomas Callis as supervisor of the building designed 
Brookeby for a Penitentiary House, 

.'ront 
Essex 

Feb.S, 
Blanfield 

WM.. MARSHALL, RICHARD ADAMS, WM. MAYO, REUBEN GEORGE. 

THOS. RoSSER, JUSTICES, TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Petition for the pardon of a negro man named John, convicted in the 
Henrico Court for burglary. Extenuating circumstances shewn. 

ROBERT BEVERLEY TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Recommending Thomas CalliB as !.!uperintendent of the building of the 
Penitentiary House, and also as carpenter and architect 
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FRANCIS CORBIN TO THE GOVBRNOR. 

Recommending Thomas Callis as architect and builder of the Peniten
tiary House. 

W. GATEWOOD TO THE GOVERNOR. 

419 

1797. 
Feb.S 

Blanfieid 

Recommending Thomas Callis as the supervisor of the publie build- Feb. S 

iogs at Richmond. 

JAMES SWAN TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Offering to supply the State with 4,000 stand of arms, including all 
appendages, delivered at Richmond, at thirteen dollars each, or at twelve 
dollars and fifty cents if the money is advanced for as many as that 
money will pay for, he giving ample security therefor. The State to fur
nish powder and ball wherewith to prove the arms, and Swan to pay no 
duty to General Government. Five muskets to be prepared by the State 
to serve as models and standard. If the State concludes to import arms 
Swan renews his first offer to furnIsh· 20,000 stand . 

• JACOB COOKE TO THB GOVERNOR. 

Feb. 10, 
Boston 

Offering to bring to Richmond a musket as a sample, and promising :Feb. 13, 
proposals for manufacturing arms for the State. New London 

JOHN MINOR, JR., TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Consenting to attend to the business of the Commonwealth against Feb. 13, 
Orr &: Greenless, 88 rPl1uested. Fredericks-

'-'2 burg 

WM. NELSON TO THB GOVERNOR. 

On enquiry I find there are no cannon at Gloster Town. There are at 
this place two twenty-foor pOunders of Iron, but no twelyes. These are 
in some measure buried in the sand, tho' I think they will be found to 
be well worth attending to. 

I am, &c. 

Feb. 19, 
York 

Digitized by Coogle 



ENDAR OF ERS. 

ES PENN TO OR. 

1797. Suggesting the retention of the New London Armory, established and 
Ne~t~)~on operated by the U. S. Gov't under Jos. Perkins. Super't, and about to 1)(' 

given up by the Gen'l Government with the operatives there for the UHl' 

of the State for manufacturing the arms needed . 

. 20 John 
assistan 
Lee, pro 

y County Cou 
Tobacco at Yor 
ectorship. 

!.Ie recommel 
in the room of 

ROBERT BROOKE TO TIlE GOVERNOR •. 

. 21 I am your Letter ith its inc10su 
beg lea that the land rred to are wit 
Territor Chicasaw nat , of which, I 
doubt, t of this State t uished, for to 
for it w st on a right w dy, as I prcsm 
it; no authority now extant which is competent to complete the title. 
am induced also to suppo!!e that the COImilOnwealth of Virginia. has an 
equitable daim on the Gen'l OO\'ernment for land!! of an e(IUal value or 
a pecuniary compen!!ation, the cession having been made of her right 
withuut her priority or MElCnt. To bring forward, however, their dailll 
with pr pro!!pect of su e necessary t 
such a this entry as luh'ocally tha 
within his cession wi Jers whieh we 
p08S~8 or not I do no t, as I did my 
hunor to to your Excell 

Should the Executive coneur with me in opinion that the claim exitit~ 
against the General Govemment it. will naturally occur that it must he 
made to Congress through uur representatives there. 

I have, &c. 

lAM STRODE RNOR. 

Feh.28, Propo8in!1: to make Carlouch Boxes separate from Muskets, at olle dol-
Ri(:hmond I lar and twenty cents eac 1. 
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J os. EGGLESTON TO THE GOVERNOR. 

1 find from your instructions to Mr. Wiley, that the Executive" require 
a letter from the President accompanied with a list of' the officers and a 
certified copy from the Clerk of the two requisitions, before they think 
themsel ves authorized to direct payment" on the shares held by the State 
in the Appomattox Company. 

In order to comply as nearly as I ca.n with this direction, I have 
enclosed a copy certified by John Royall, the Clerk of the various requi
sitions which the Trustees have thought necCl!8&ry to carryon the work 
entrusted to their management, and in conformity to the law of 1795, 
they appointed Richard N. Venable, John Ii]nny, Edward Mumford, John 
Epperson and myself t(l act as Superintendents, being of their body. 
The Superintendents have appointed no President, but as they live dis
persed and yourletter has been handed to me, I have taken the liberty 
of giving the information required, on the supposition that it may answer 
the purposes intended by your honorable board. 

When the superintendents were appointed, John Wiley was also 
appointed Receiver or Treasurer, and John Royall Clerk, being two of 
the Trustees named in the law. 

In the outset of the business it was found difficult to resort to any out 
of our own number, because men's inclinations were not well known. As 
the matter has progressed, .Mr .. Wiley has found it inconvenient to con
tinue the Receiver, and Mr. Thomas Pride, who will deliver this letter, 
has been appointed in his place, being more disengaged from other busi
ness and of course more completely devoted to the service of the 
company. This will account for the change in the application to the 
Treasury. On the plan of economy, and thinking the business might 
perhaJls be better done by one man, the Trustees have also appointed 
Mr. Pride their Clerk, 80 that any application he lDay make lDay safely 
be attendt'<.l to without danger of fraud, or I hope of misma.nagement. 
~Ir. Pride has directioful to draw no more money at anyone time than 
the Ilft'airs of the company may make necessary at that juncture, and I 
hope no incoJlvenience will be found in complying with his drafts. 

With the highest respect. I have, &c. 

At a meetin~ of the Trustees of the Upper Appomattox Company on 
the 3rd of March, 1796, at the house of Joshua Chaffin, in Amelia: 

Resolved, That thc Receiver be directed to demand of every subscriber 
Ten Dollars on each share, to be paid on or before the first of May next. 

Extract from the Records. 

421 

1797. 
Feb. 28, 
Amelia 
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At a meeting of the Trustees of the Upper Appomattox Company on 
Thursday, the 5th of May, 1796: 

Resolved, That the Receiver be directed to demand of the subscribers 
Ten Dollars on each share on or before the first day of June next as a 
second requisition. 

Extract from the records. 
JOHN Roy ALL, Clerk. 

At a meeting of the Trustees of the Upper Appomattox Company, at 
the house of Joshua Chaffin, on Tuesday, the 1st of November, 1796: 

Ordered, that the further sum of Twenty Dollars on each share be 
called for by the Receiver on the 1st of February next, as a third requi
sition. 

Extract from the records. 
JOHN RoYAJ.I., Clerk. 

THOMAS GRAFFORT TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Feb. 28, The Tobacco Warehouse at this place being diseontinued, you will 
Alexandria please give the necessary information for the disposition of pnblic scale!' 

. and weights. 
Your, &c. 

W. DUDLEY TO THE GOVERNOR. 

March I, Thou~h next in the commi88ion and entitled to the office of sheriff. 
Warwick Co. declines in favor of William Digges, Jr., who is next to him. 

l.\-Iarch 1, 
Williams

burg 

ROBERT SAUNDERS TO THE GOVERNOR. 

I should have replied to your Excellency's letter reech'ed a week or 
two since, if I had not heen confined and unable to make any enquiry 
relative to the subject of it till within a day or two past. 

Altho' I do not hold the appointment which your Excellency seelll~ to 
Ruppose (that having been some time since superceded), I have been and 
always shall be desirous to communicate any information or render any 
services which your Excellency may think proper to re<luire of me and 
I can afford. 

There are within the town one twelve-pounder and three nine-pound
ers-tlle former spiked and without trunnions; the latter standing in the 
street in }>la('c of post~, filled with dirt and othcr matter. I have not 
found any person here who had any knowledge in gunnery, and there
fore (,~l1l1lot bri\'e your Excellency any accurate information as to the con-
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dition of them. I have been told that attempts have been made to drill 
the largest cannon without effect, and the others appeared to he greatly 
injured hy time, and being covered in dirt I rather think they would not 
be worth the expence of refitting and transportation. If your Excel
lency shall think proper to direct anything to be done with thenl I will 
endeavour to comply with any directions with great cheerfulness. 

I have, &(:. 

423 

1797. 
March I, 
Williams

burg 

The subscriber will furnish any number of Cartridge boxes the Execu- March 1 

tive may think proper to call for, similar to the one now presented, at the 
prire of one dollar each; but if they contain twenty-four holes instead 
of twenty-nine, at ninety-six cents each. If the Executive should 8}1-

pro\'e of either of the boxes under theirinspection, they will be furnished 
at the prices stated in my former propOtIition. 

JUliN TINI'IU;Y. 

STEPHEN SOUTHALL TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Applies for superintendency of the building to be erected in Rich
mond. 

W M. PRICE TO THE GOVERNOR • 

. \sking increase of salaries of clerks in his office. 

Powhatan County, to-wit: 

March 2, 
Henrico 

March 6, 
Lanll Officc 

I do hereby certify that Thomas Turpin, Gent., late Sheriff of the llllITh i 

County aforesaid, departed this life on the night of the 10th Inlltant., 
(March). 

Given under my hand this 11th day of March, 1797. 

ABNEIl CnuMP, C. P. C. 

Taos. AND JOHN KETLAND TO A. BLAIR, E8Q'R. 

We have again presumed to address you by our friend :\Ir. Samuel Marrh 8, 
llyers, who will hand you this to solicit a sight of the Standard lfusket Philadelphia 

as early as possible; or if you may judge it needful, one of us will be 
happy in waiting upon you at Richmond whenever the sample may be 
prepared in order to close the contract. 

The favor of your reply will oblige, Your &c. 
Digitized by Coogle 
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FRANCIS PEYTON TO DR. WM. FOUSHEE. 

Enclo.'"Iing a petition from numerous citizens of Alexandria, to he pre
sentC<1 to the Gm-ernor without delay, praying the reprie,-e of a n~n> 
man ",lave TOIli. the property of .John Clarke of Prince William. condelll
dt'<l by the Corporation Court of Alexandria to be hunJ( on the fil"l!t day 
of April next, for the crime of Burglary, and promising t·he extnuiitiun 
of said Tom beyond the limitt! of the United States. 

At a Court held for Powhatan County on Thursday the 21st day of 
.July, 179(l: 

Littlebury Mosby, Thomas Turpin and William Bentley, Gentlemen, 
were recormne'lded as fit persons·to execute the office of Sheriff of this 
County. 

Teste: 
ABNER CRUMP, C. P. C. 

F. L. DAUBCOURT TO A. ULAIR. 

Offering to have arms manufactured in Europe for the State_ 

JOHN KEY TO THE GOVERNOR. 

March 11 Praying the remitl8ion of a fine of one hundred and twenty dollar:; 
ohtained in the General Court on account of a. balance of an execution 
against James Kerr, late Sheriff of Albemarle, for the year 1794, with 
explanations. 

CREED TAYLOR TO THE GOVERNOR. 

March 12, Informing the Go\'enlor of the capture of the lllurderer, Richard 
Cumberland Adams. of Halifax. in North Carolina, in order that the Governor might 

demand his surrender after his acquittal there. 

March 1 n, 
Norfolk 

Collector's 
office 

'VILLIAM LINDSAY TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Informing the Governor of reasons for suspecting that the schoont·r 
Xeptune, owned by Louis Bouquet and GtlO. Miller, commanded by tht' 
former, of being fitted out for a privateer. ~~nclosing the result of thl' 
Surveyor's examination. 
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SURVEYOR'S OFFICE, March 16, 1797. 
SIR: 

Agreeable to your instructions of this morning I caused the schooner-
boat Neptune (Capt. Louit! Bouquet) to bE' arretlted, hauled into Willock's 
dock, and stripped of her sails. Capt. John George, the acting Inspector, 
hath reported to me that, upon the strictest investigation and search, he 
finds that she was fittcd with mils and stancheons around her waist, that 
she is about 18 tons burthen, and that she had on board two cutlaMSl'S 
and one musket. The cutlasses were owned by two passengers and the 
musket by the master. That he overhauled the lading and ballast of 
the said boat and made a minute sea.rch, but found no other warlike 
apparatus or equipment on board. 

I am, &c., 

DANIEl. BEmNflJo:R, Surveyor. 

WI1I. Lindsay, }4~q., Collector District of Norfolk and Portsmouth. 

RICH'D ADAMS AND OTHERS TO THB GOVERNOR. 
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March 16 

Informing him of the existence of small-pox in the City .Jail, and March 18 

asking to have some tempomry receptacle provided fol' prisoners. 

JAMES SWAN TO THE GOVERNOR. 

I rec'ed your Excellem:y's letter of the :~rd Inst., and note that my 
olier of supplying the 4000 Mtand of arllls at 13 dollars is accepted, but 
that the Import dutie it! not to he born hy the State, only that influence 
~hall he used with the Federal Government for a remission of it. This 
dutie, being 15 per Cent ad valorem, is what I can't bear. I have no 
douht that the State will ohtain a remission of it, but I do not chuse to 
lea\'e it at my risque. It amounts to 7,ROO D'rs. 

I helieve that import was meant to apply to fowling pieces, side arms, 
«c., for private use, but never to arms destined for the protedion of the 
I-ltatRR. I have empowered Robt. Pollard, ~~8(1., my particular friend and 
lL!!ent at Richmond to enter into the contmct with you in behalf of the 
fo\tate of Virginia with the exception or ohligation on your part that the 
impost be not borne by me if any be demanded; that the expense of 
"ro\'ing the amlS also be at the State charge; that recommendatory let
ters be had by you from the Federal Executive to the Belligerent powel't! 
now at War for passports for those arms, and that if the war continues 
and !luch pa.!!sports cannot be obtained in consequence of such recom
mendations, that then the time of delivery at Richmond be prolonged. 

Morch 22, 
Boston 

On this head I presume there will be no difficulty, but if there should, G I 
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and as there is an absolute prohibition against exporting arms from the 
European Rtut.es, it is improbable I should act contrary to it. 

rrhesc arc thc only things I havc mentioned to lIr. Pollard cxcepting 
. thiH, thnt in C8.l!C 4000 black walnut stocks CIUlllOt be had, that !!oot\ 
white oak he furnishcd in theiJ;' place. This I shull try to avoid, as whiu., 
oak it; dearer than walnut, hut it may not be procumble. 

I prelmme, Sir, you will find no difficulty in adopt.ing these. I Mllure 

you I W.itdl to go on with the contract, and morl' 80 as I expcct to have 
the supply of the whole 20,000 standtl, and I think the war must cea..,e 
this year; otherways the total diSl:lolution of all powers is probably to 
take place. 

With much respect., I have, &c. 

HARRY TOULMIN TO THE GOVERNOR. 

In obedience to the direct.ions of the Hovemor of this State, I have 
the honour to inform your Excellency that your letter of the 22nd of 
December, 1796, inclosing an unauthenticated copy of two resolutions of 
the General Astlembly of Virginia respecting the establishment of a 
boundary line bet.ween that Statp and the Rtate of Kentucky, have been 
this week receh-ed. 

The Governor will do himself the pleasure to communicate the ~ame 
to the Legislature of t.his State at their session in January next., and re
gards it as a subject. of regret that owing to the lat.e suspension of our 
intercourse with the eastern country 80 long a time must necessarily 
elapse before a final .udjustment can be made of t.he difficulties. arisill~ 
in the el'ltablishment of the boundarietl of the sister Rtates. 

He chargetl me to expreHs his hopes that your Excellency has 1'{'Ct'ln.J 
the resolutions relative to the same subject which werc lately Ildopt~d by 
the General Assembly of Kentucky. 

I have, &c . 

• TOH~ CONNEJ.L TO THI': GOYERXOR. 

Since I had the pleasure of Heeing you in Richmond I have h(,!('1l 

among the Delaware Indians, who treated me with friendship, and fnllll 
their conduct evince a dispol!ition to continue at peace with the rnih'<i 
8tates, altho' solicited to the contrary by the Spaniards (or their agent:;) 

from whom they informed me the nations had received a belt and tlpet.'f.·h, 
purporting that the United States had deceived them in the treaty mluie 
by Gen'l Wayne, and which they (the United Htatcs) would not abidp 
by. 18.l!surcd them the contrary was the intention of ~ UnitedrStatcs 
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that they were detennined to fulfill the Treaty, for which purpose ample 
provision had already been made by Congress to carry the same into 
effect. and further endeavored to show that it was the interest of them 
(the Indians) to cultivate II. lasting peace with the United States, whose 
friendship they might safely rely on. They appeared well satitdied, and 
told me they had concluded to plant con1 and hunt this NC8.I:!on on tIw 
~Iut!kingam. 

I find they are displeased with the people of }fuskingarn for killing a 
Delaware Indian last Octoher (which circumstance r think I mentioned 
til your Excellency when at Richmond). The .people of ~fuskingal11 
says it was some person living on the Virginia side of the Ohio. I 
a~ured the Indians that your Exce])ency would do everything in your 
\lower to bring the murderers to justice. Therefore I would be~ lca\'e to 
ul'!te the propriety of ilisuing a prodamation, which in my opinion will 
tenel to conciliate the minds of the Indians and compel the perpetratorfl 
to flee the State or suffer if taken. Should thi!'! also be the opinion of 
your Excellency and Council, [ ",i:-,h you to forward some of the hand
bill:; that r may be enabled to show the Indians the friendly disp08ition 
of our Government. 

An answer by Capt. Sut.herland, or otherwise. will be gratefully 
acknowledged by 

Your, &c. 

WILLIAM HILES TO THE GOVERNOR. 
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Brooke Co. 

Proposing (in answer to advertisement) to lay bricks in the Peniten- March 27, 
tiary House at 208. per thousand. Richmond 

We, Mathew Pien'e, Sheriff of York county; John Moore, Deputy 
:O;herifi~ for John Burton, Sheriff of Aecomack; Peter Bowdon, Sheriff 
of Xorthampton j Robert Armistead, Sheriff of Elizabeth City; Willium 
Digget-1, Sheriff of Warwick; Peter B. Whiting, Sheriff of (l]oncester; 
Ritchie AyrllB, Deputy Sheriff, for Richard Gregory, Sheriff' of ~Iathew8. 
~mnprising one entire District, entitled by law to eled a member of the 
House of Representatives of the United States. do hereby cI·rtifY and 
make known that at an election held on the twentieth day of March, one 
t1ul\l!!and seven hundred and ninety-sewn, I\t the place of holding elec
tiOllH in our respective counties, pursuant to law, the electtlrtl qllalifil'd to 
vote for the member of the House of Delegates caused to be chosen ouc 
person, to-wit: ThomM Evans, to represent the said District as member 
of the House of H.epresentatives for the U nitcd States. Giyen under our' 
hands and seals this twenty-seventh day of March, one thousand "even 
hUllllred Rnd ninety-seven, 

[8igned and sealed by the offieers ahove named.-ED.] 
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ANTHONY WALKE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

There is an evil here which may be productive of considerahle incon
venience if not checked ill the beginning, and of which my duty ealls 
upon me to inform you. Sailors frequently de!lert from the Engli~h and 
French ships of war, and a8 soon as they proceed a few mnes into the 
country the inhabitants facilitate their escape. On Thursday last the 
British Consul applied to me, a.'! a Justice of Peace, to aid four office\"l! 
from a ship lying in Hampton Roads who were pursuing 8eyen 
deserters. In conforlility to the President's proclamation, I thought. 
myself bound to see that these men !!hould be given up if to he found, 
and told a Constable that he should be well rewarded if he would exert 
himself in apprchending them. 

Seveml citizen!! collected together in Kempsville, and onc of them. I 
am told, threatened to mise a party and re8cue Chern if taken, and the 
rest came into one opinion, that the civil officcrs ought not to in1.crfere. 
Some of the de(oJerters had arrived at· (lreat Bridge, and I accompanied 
one officer thither, where a lIlan undertook to arrest them and brill~ 

them to Norfolk i but somc of the inhahitants there ahlO were disposed 
to favor their escape. The Captain ob!!ervcd to me that he WI\8 now 
desiJ;ous of protecting our trade, but if we did not deliver up hi!! desert
ers that he would take an C4ual number of lUen oft· of our \"~selt!. Thi" 
is indeed to be expected a.~ the natural and inevitable consequence. 

You amI the Council may perhap!4 judge it expedient to make public 
your sentiments on this 8uhject. At least let me hear from you. 

I am, &c. 

N. B.-If an American had heen alllong them I agreed with the ('ap
tain to release him. 

GUST'S SCOTT AND ALEX'R 'VIIlTE TO TilE GOVERNOR. 

Minch 29, Rerommending George Hadfield, a superintendent of public huildinl!!< 
Washington at Washington, as a. person for furnishing plans for Imblic buildin~ for 

the Htate at Richmond. 

March 31, 
~tate 

Arsenal 

ROBERT QUARLES TO TIlE GOVERNOR. 

Inclosed you will receive the Quarterly Return of Arms, &c., at thi!! 
place, which will be ac('ompanied by the usual Pay Roll and account 
current of Expenditures for this Quarter. I consider the Gun Powder 
at thiH place a little damaged from having remained so long on hand, and 
it lIlay not be inexpedient for the Honorable the ]i~xccutive to direct that 
it shall be either sold or remade. 
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I flatter myself that in the course of the next Quarter, I shall begin 
to decrease the Expenses at this place by discha.rging some of my Ruff 
workmen, their work being llearly completed, and in the course of six 
or eight months I trust the whole of the present arms at the Arsenal will 
be in a state of complete repair. An advance of one hundred dollars, I 
presume, will be adequate to the next Quarter's Expendituretl. 

I have, &c. 

A QlIlt-rfe-ri!1 Return of An/U~, &-r., at the State Arsenal. 
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March 31, 

Slate 
Arsenal 

1 Mortar, 16 Pounder Brass, 1 4 Pounder Brass, 1 Irol\. Piece of ord- March 31 

nance, .1)531 musket.~ in complete order, 2268 mutlkets with ruff Bayonets, 
Wi muske~ without Bayonets and Ramrodf.ol, 1117 lllusket.'1 with Bayo-
nets Jtround but not repaired, 210 Musket Barrels to be l!ltoeked, 400 Pick-
el"l! and Brusht'H, 2931i mLU!ket worms, 129 Serew Drivers, 805 artillery 
swords, 293 Urenedeer Swords, 7 Barrels GUll Powder, 40 Pigs Lead, 181 
C&le shot, 263 Round Shot, from 4 to 6 pounds, 3 Rheams of cartridge 
paper, 18 Bbls. Flintl!, lW>3 tbs. Ball and Buck shot. 

Work done this Quarter: 
295 mU8kets repaired with Bayonet.~.and Ram Rods, 121 Muskets fitted 

with Bayonets and Ram Rods, 420 Bayonets ground. 

ARCH'D ~{CRAE TO THE Hon:RNOR. 

}I·rom the repeated I-Iolicitations of a llumber of acth·e young Oentlemcn April :{, 
of the County, I have been induced to take the liherty of addressing PowhatllD 

myself to you, Sir, for the purp08e of procuring the nCCC~A8.ry Commis-
8ions in order to eorole 0. volunteer Company of L. Infantry-there is an 
ample number of effective men to complete the Company, who are exceed-
ingly anxious to enlist as soon as there is a competent nuthoI"ity to collt.!ct 
them; the prospects of an impending rupture between the two Ht'puhlic!!, 
have created amongst them a laudable wiMh to prepare for their Countries' 
service, provided it should be required. I use the freedom then, Sir, of 
mentioning myself as Capt., Dr. Francis Harris as Lieut., and Peter 
)[oseley as Ensign. 

Bhould the Executive think proper to honor us with the Commissions 
applied for, we beg the receipt of them as specdily as the Executive 
negociations will permit. 

We desire to be uniformed at the training of the Militia offi('crs. 

With profound e~t.eem, &c. 

Digitized by Coogle 



480 

1797. 
April 4, 

West 
Liberty 

CALENDAR OF STATE PAPERS. 

BENJAMIN BEGGS, PHILIP DODDRIDGE, AND ZAC. SPRIGG TO THB 

GOVERNOR. 

TeAtifying to the exemplary conduct of William Sutherlanll M a .Ju~ 
tice of the Peace both before and since the insurrl'<.'tion in Penn8ylYauia. 

.JOHN STRODE TO THE GO\'ERNOR. 

April 10 Proposing to manufacture arms for the State at eighteen dollars peT 
stand. 

A(TOUSTINE DAVIS TO THE GO\'ERNOR. 

April 11, Proposing to print for t.he State copies of the Acts of CongreS8 of tht' 
Richmond IMt session at the price of .£7.10 per sheet. 

JOHN CONNELL TO THE GOVERNOR. 

April 11 Testifying to the exemplary conduct. of Wil~ialll Sutherland as a .JUI!-

April 12, 
Richmond 

tice of the Peace before the late insurrection and since that time a."1 a 
citizen, and desiring 'his reappointment 88 a Justice, since IH' h88 been 
tried and acquitted of all improper conduct. 

EDM(TND RANDOLPH TO THE GOVERNOR. 

I take the liberty of informing your }1~xcellency that DlX'tor Philip 
Turpin sets up a title to the garden now in your occupation~ and has 
advised with me upon his pretensions. As I lUll apprized that. roncerll
ing public property claimed by an individua.l you will probnbly clet'm 
proper to consult t.he Attorney General, I trouble you now with thi~ 

information merely to evince the l'CSpect with which I have, &0. 

'Vn.LIAM HI'STUN TO TUE GOVERNOR. 

April 13, Informing of the esell.pe from jail of that county of Samuel Nash. ron-
Washington victed of horse stealing. 

County 

ARCII'D STUART AND CREED TAYWR TO TilE GO\"ERNOR. 

April 20, Capt. Taylor a.nd myself were favored with yours on till' sul~ect of our 
New I.ondon delegation and note its (~ontents. 
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We are of opinion that, prior to a second meeting, the States must have 1797. 
tilllo to p8&llaws securing the rights of individuals in the Territory which N~$~n~~n 
may be ceded by a compromise. This we suppose will more readily 
~lIcceed prior to a compromise. 

We have received a note from your fellow sojourner, Mr. Johnstone, 
which we inclose for your inspection. We shall be happy to hear from 
you from time to time on thi8 subject, and in the event of our future 
1lIIJvements we thank you for the accommodation you propose. 

We are, dear sir, with, &c. 

The Treasurer of the Hospital at Williamsburg is ordered by the April 21 

('ourt uf Directors to apply to the Exeeutive for a warrant on the Treas-
urer of the State for four hundred pounds for the use of the Hospital. 

WILl •. RUS.~";Ll., C. C. D. 

ANDREW DUNSCOMB TO THE GOVERNOR. 

{"pon the quef:ltion to my company yesterday relative to a recommen
dation of a gentleman to supply the "aeancy occ8.'lioned by Mr. Rhore's 
promotion, an unanimous suffrage wAs given in favor of Mr. JOllel'h A. 
~I~'el'll of this city. I have therefore to request B commission may issue 
in his favor as ~c<:()nd Lieutenant, and am, &C'. 

J. AMBLER TO THE GOVERNOR. 

The repeated attempt~ to break into the public Treasury and its ex
II()!lt'd situation render it ahsolutely necesRary to take immediate memmres 
for making it as f;ccure aft the circumHtances of the huilding will admit 
of. .-\ person would be continued conRtantly to lodge therein, but there 
is rea.~n to apprehend he may at f:lome time or other be waylaid by vil
!ian!' when going in of an evening and the keys wrel'lted from him. The 
do()rs, it i~ believed. are now pretty well secured, but the window frames 
bdng made of thin plank only and kept in place by a very slllall por
tion of the brick work, may be taken out with great ease. They are 80 
f'Olllitructed as scarcely to admit of being made secure; if this could be 
done the wall itRelf under tht·m i8 so thin that it may be penetrated 
without difficulty and in a few hours. I therefore beg leave to tmbmit 
for the consideration (If the Board the alterations proposed in the an
nexed paper; if they should be approved, the ~l'eatcr part of the ex pence 
att .. nrling one window, or two, out of the five, may be Raved if the light 
of two can possibly be dispensed with by raising a solid wall of brick 

May 2, 
Richmond 

l\Iay 5, 
Treasury 
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work within them. There may also be a considerahle quantity of iron 
sold belonging to the present frames, which will lessen the expenee. 

The Honomble Board will pardon my troubling them on this ocra· 
!!ion when they consider my very peculiar situation arising from the high 
responsihility attached to this department, and from my not being at 
liberty to take any measures myself for effecting alterations. 

I am, &c. 

Instead of those now iri the Treasury, it is proposed to have solid 
window fram(~s made of 8ClUloned oak and in the most substantial mall· 
ncr pOtlsible, with 14rong iron bars well secured in them befi)re they are 
put together, and the frames let 80 far into the main standing waU, and 
below into a solid substantial wall to be built up within the present 
recm;t:1es (the whole secured with iron holts driven into the solid walls), 
as will effectually prevent their heing taken out in the course of a night. 

N. B.-Mr. Barrett will give in an estimate of the expence attending 
the proposed alterations. 

THOS. NEWTON TO THB GOVERNOR. 

Your Excellency'll fa\'or of the 27th ulto. I received, and have made a 
purchase of five acres of land on the point I showed you when dowll 
Il\l:It. I t hoi a plaee detaclw.1 froth any other except by a road on one 
side which is little used. The price I ha\'e agreed for is ten lIOUlld8 all 

acre, which - us low &''1 whole tract!! have been sold adjoining. I shoul.l 
recommend t.hat ten acrell be taken instead of five, which I can han' if 
your Excellency approves of; t.he public will not lose by it, I think, al' 
our land~ ri.,:t, daily. 

A IIlllall hou!'c will answer all the purposeI'! wanting for the l'rt·~cnt. 

The letter to the ~:~('heator shall be delh·ered. I have not the plea!iure 
of knowing what stept! have been taken in the suits of Mr. Hamilton w. 
Coil. Wilson and m)"tlelf. We wished for some commissionel"l! to take 
depOl~itions if propt·r. 

I am, &c. 

EDM. THOMAS TO THE GOVERNOR. 

llay !) Being appointeel by the ~tat.c of Kentucky, to receive all original paper:'. 
and to makc a lilir eopy of the Rccords in the Land Of1ice of Yilltillia. 
upon which the title!:' of Lantis in Kentucky depend-which appoint.nll'nt 
wit.h the powers therein J(iven me, I herewit.h present to your Excellctll'Y. 
and be~ leave to submit that as the extent of the business will fC(luin
the employment of many clerks, and as there will not be room in the 
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, 
Re¢ster's Office for both his Clerks and mine, that I be permitted to move 1797. 

the Records and papers coming within the descripti<"m of my power into May 9 

8uch office as I can conveniently provide, under l;Iuch restrictions as your 
Excellency may think proper. 

I am, &c. 

JOHN HARVIE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Asking for a Draft on the Treasury for $500, on account for Oyster shells May 11 

(for lime) furnished by himself and Mr. Winston for building Peniten-
tiary. 

ROBT. YOUNG TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Atlking for an order on Supt. of Arsenal at Columbia, for the use of a 
field piece (4 Pounder) for the purpose of Drilling his Artillery Company 
in Louisa. 

M. DUTAIEL TO GENERAL MATTHEWS. 

I have just received a letter from his Excellency the Gln-ernor of Vir
lrinia in answer to that which I wrote. to him on the 22nd instant (0. So). 
in order to claim from him the execution of the regulation!! which were 
communicated to the Executive of this Commonwealth by the President 
of the United States, the 18th of .June, 1794, and the 16th of April, 179.5. 

The Governor informR me that he has confided to you the carrying 
into full effect those regulationR. 

I beg of you, sir, to let me know the llJeasures which you shall have 
811IJpted with regard to the official dellland contained in my letter to the 
(il)vernor, the contents of which he did without doubt communicate to 
you. 

ACl~ept, sir, &c. 

[Translation of a Letter filed with the Origina1.-En.] 

])rIlAIEL, VICE CONSUL OF ~'RENCII UEPUBLIC, TO THE GOYERNOR. 

May 12, 
Louisa 

May 29, 
Norfolk 

1 had the honor of addreRsing to your Excellency a letter which the MIlY 21l, 

~:Crt'tary of State has written to the Cou8ul General relative to the block- Norfolk 

ad(· of the two French frigates in the port of thil:l town. 
In placing this dispatch before you I take the liberty of reminding G I 
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you of my last letter to yonr Excellency, to which was joined the billet 
that 1 hall rt'ccivClI from Heneral Mathews, and which remained without 
allswcr. I had demanded of this General if he had executed in regard 
to the English "CSSelH which blockaded the two French friga.tes, the deci
!:lion of the Executive power of the 18th of June, 17H4, and April, 171)5. 
The General has answered roe not that he had executed these dechlionll, 
hut that he would execute them if there should be occlI.siun. Such at 
least is the sense of his answer if he wish't that it should have one. 

Bnt )'our Excellency will permit me to represent that yours is the 
only authority from which I ought to claim the execution of the decil.ionll 
of the Exe<~uth'e power of the United States in what concerns the French 
Republie, Ilnd that" I had nothing to require of the General whom your 
Excellency had charged with the execution of them, but that he should 
apprize me of the time of that execution. 

Your Excellency will not be surprized that I now pray you to let me 
know yourself if the decision!:! in question are executed, because the 
French frigates ought not to sail until you have given me that assurance. 

Receive, sir, &c. 

THOMAS MATTHBWS, B. G., TO M. DUTAIBL. 

As I have received no information of any violation of the rules estBh
lished by the Executive of the United States for the government of armed 
vessels belonging to any of the belligerent powers within my jurisdiction. 
I have nut taken any steps respecting those rules j but 8S I feel the 
strongest disposition to support the rules established by the United 
States for the regulation of armed vessels within the jurisdiction of Vir
ginia, I shall immediately communicate to the proper officers of the 
General Govenllllent such statpment respecting the armed vessds at 
present in the waters of Virginia, as their situation from the best infor
mation I can receive will warrant. 

I am, &c. 

Tnos. :MATTHEWS, n. G. TO TIMOTHY PICKERING. 

I do myself the honor to enclose you 8 copy of a letter No. 1. 
receh-ed from his Excellency Governor Wood. 

This letter was accompanied with a copy of the Rules established h~' 
the Executive of the United States for the Govemnlt'nt of Armed ,-~I~ 
belonJring to the BeIligenent powers, within the jurisdiction of the rnit('(i 
States, and the letter of cODllll~nication from the De~ment or.State on 

Digitized by L:.Oogle 



CALENDAR OF STATE PAPERS. 

the same subject, dated the 16th April, 1795. Shortly after the receipt 
of the Governor's letter, I received one from Mr. Dutail, French Consul 
of this place, a letter of which No.2 is a copy. From the best infonna
tion I have been able to obtain, the situation of the ships within the 
waters of Virginia stands thus-two ships of the Republic of France are 
at anchor near Craney Island in Elizabeth River, distance about five miles 
from this place; their force supposed to he one of 44, the other of 36 
Guns; these ships have been in their present station for some weeks-about 
eight or nine miles from those ships due north are three BritiRh ships of 
war; their force said to be one of 36, one of 32 and the other of eighteen 
guns at anchor in Hampton Roads-these vary their situation I am infor
med frequently. From the Station of the ships, I can see no obstacle to 
either proceeding to sea at their pleasure under the restrictions of Govern
ment. Report says, hut it is but report, that the British ships will pay 
no regard to the regulations made by the Government of the United 
States for the sailing of armed vessels. From their conduct (as far as I 
am informed) since their arrival here, I should be led to think the report 
without foundation. 

I have given you, Sir, every information ill my power respecting this 
business, in compliance with my letter to Mr. Dutail; but as I have not 
recch-ed any information that the ships of either Nation have takell their 
J!f"tinllil 'in the toaters of Virginia, for the purpoile of r.arryillY on hostile e.rpe
liitioM from tJlell,ce, it appears to me that I am not warranted by the 
Rules to take any measures officially. I shall be happy in executing any 
orders you may think proper to forward on this or any other hURilless. 

I am, &c. 
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Articles of agreement entered into on the - day of )10.y, 1797, be- May 30 

tween James Wood, Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Council, on the one part, and Jameil 
Swan, of Boston, of the other part, contains the tilllowing stipUlations, 
\'iz: That the said James Swan engages to deliver to I!u('h pel'8On as the 
Executive shall direct in the cit.y of Richmond, within fiftl'en months 
from the date of this agreement, four thousand stand of arms with their 
:wcoutrements complete, as described in an ad\'erti8ement mane by the 
Ex('Cuti\'e, to conform to t.he model given by the Executive, with the 
:;eals of the Commonwealth and Robert Pollard, ~ent of Swan, stl1mped 
tlu'reon. The muskets to he proved hy a double charge of powder and 
ball hefore received. The flto('ks to be of black walnut, hirch, or cherry, 
The Govfmor agrees to pay on delivery and recl'ipt of !'!aid arms, Thir-
Uot'n dollars per stand, to furnish the powder and hall for the proving 
anns, and to pay the import duties which may be imposed. He furtlwr 
agrees that the Executive shall use its endeavours to obtain from any of G I 
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the Belligerent powers from whose territory the said arms may be ex
ported, permission for the exportation, and also a safe pa.ssport and pro
tection from the Privateers or cruizers and ships of war of said Powers. 

In testimony whereof, . the Governor, in behalf of the Commonwealth, 
and Robert Pollard, in behalf of James Swan~ set their hands and sealtt. 

Alexander McRae this day qualified as a member of the Prh'y Coun
cil of Virginia. 

M. DUTAIEL TO THOS. MATTHEWS. 

I have just received a letter from his Exccllency the Governor of "ir
~inia in answer to that which I wrote to him on the 22d uIto., O. S., in 
order to claim from him the execution of the regulations which wcre 
communicated to the Executive of the Commonwealth the 18th of June, 
1794, and the 16th April, 1795, by the President of the United States. 

The Governor informs me that he has confided to you the carrying 
into full effect. those Regulations. 

I beg you, Sir, to let me know the mca.sures which YOll shall ha\'c 
adopted with regard to the official demand contained in my letter to thr 
Governor, the contents of which he did without doubt corumunieate to 
you. 

Accept, Sir, &c. 

THos. NEWTON TO THE HOVERNOR. 

Since my return from Richmond, I rece'd your Excellency'l-! favor. J 
have engaged the land, and shall obtain Det>th~ as soon as J 8('e Mr. 
Boush. I ha\'e also turned my thoughts on such a hou~e that will an
swer for many yearl"!, and if in futurc it should be neceslmry to ht' 
enlarged it may be done at small expense-viz., a house 24 feet long. 20 
wide, with a shed 10 feet widt', two stories high, a cellar of 7 feet d~p. a 
passage 8 feet wide, two rooms above, with fire-places above, aud in the 
cellar will answer for store-bouse, house of accommodation, and all that 
may be wanted for many years to come, and la.~t as long as it will he 
wanted, as it will be built of brick and good timber for about 1000 or 
1100 Dn1Jars; the latter 1 have been oflerell, Ilnd think I can get it for 
the first. It will make but little difference between this house anll a 
temporary one, as I have ('ontmeted the size and made it so that Ildrli
liolls may he made hereafter with little trouble. I wait your ]4:x('ell{'nc~"1' 
and the l 'oullcil'8 ple8.l!Ul'e. and could wish to know soon, as 1 think I 
could have the whole finished some time in Augul"lt or Sep'r, when it 
may be wauted. 

I am, &c. 
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~fKMORANDUM OF CANNON BELONGING TO THE STATE AT FORT NELSON. 

Fifteen 4-pounders, four 6-pounders (4-inch calibre), one 9-pounder 
(41 calibre)-these I know belong to the State; thirteen IS-pounders 
(5;f calibre), 4 12-pounders (5! calibre)-I once thought these belong to 
the United States, but now I have reason to believe they belong to this 
State. They were brought in by Capt. lloritz, who lives at Edenton. 
From him your Excellency can get information who purchased them. I 
know the State was at the expense of bringing them from I. Quay to 
Xansemond, and from thence here, aud if you will look at the charges 
the time :Mr. F...d. Randolph was Governor, and his successor, you will 
find an account paid for hringing them here. If I can render any ser
vice please command me, and if times should require it I will undertake 
to collect the whole of the cannon and place them in safety, or where 
you may direct. One IS-pounder lies in Scott's mill-dam. 

Your, &c., 

THos. NEWTON. 

WILLIAM PRICE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

437 

1797. 
Jone 2 

The contractor (Mr. Wm. Price) for recording the plots and certificates Jone 5, 

of survey, as mentioned in your order of the 25th day of January last, Land Office 

has made a return of the records compleated under the said order. 
They are in loose sheets and contain four thousand eight hundred and 

fifty-three plots and certificates of survey una.ccompanied by the assign
ments made thereof except "in a few instances. Enclosed are allJounts of 
the stationery, &c., furnished for the above mentioned records. 

I am, &c. 

EDM. THOMAS TO WILLIAM PRICE. 

As the Act of the Virginia Assembly which passed the 11 th of Novem- J.one 9 

her, 1793. made it a part of the Register's duty to examine, certify, and 
affix the seal of his office to the copies which may be taken by thc agent 
for the State of Kentucky froUl the records in his office respecting lands 
within said State of Kentucky. and as a number of transcripts are already 
taken, it becollles llt'Cessary that they should undergo an examination. I 
have therefore to request you will attend as soon as convenient for that 
purpose. 

I am, &c. 
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W M. PRIOE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

1797. Having just received a notification from Edm. Thomas, Esq'r, (of which 
Il~dO!:~ the above is a copy) to attend the examination of the Tmnl'lcripts made 

by him from the records of this office, relative to the Titles of lAnd 
within the State of Kentucky, and being altogether unable to comply 
with the same either in person or by one of my present clerks, without 
placing the business of my office in a very disagreeable situation, I must 
therefore beg the advice of the Executive on this subject for my better 
guide. It may algO be necessary to observe that Mr. Thomas has in his 
present employment eight or nine clerks. To examine and correct their 
copying will be attended with at least the constant employment of one 
person from this office. even when assisted by Mr. ThomM. 

I am. &c. 

WILLIAM PRICE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

June 12 Agreeably to your request of yesterday, I have examined the receipt 

June ]9, 
Norfolk 

Book containing a list of the plots and certificates of survey, delh'ered 
Mr. Wrn. Price and others, (by his order) under the advice of the ('OUD

cll, dated the 25th day of January last, and find the numher to amount 
in all to three thousand two hundred· and forty-as no part of those 
Records have been transmitted to this office. I am unable (at present) 
to give information of their situation. 

I am, &c. 

THOMAS MATHEWS TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Shortly after the receipt of your Excellency's letter of the 25th ultimo, 
I received from M. Dutail, Consul of the French Republic at this place. 
a letter of which No. 1 is a copy-No.2 is my answer to M. Dutail-~o. 
3 is a copy of my l~tter to Mr. Pickering. As the Rules established by 
the Executive of the United States, have been communicated to the for
eign Ministers, resident at Philadelphia, I did pr~ume that their contents 
had been made known to the officers of their respective Governments. 
who visit.ed the Ports of the United States. Under this impression. I did 
not hold it necessary that any communication lIhould be made by me on 
this subject. Your Excellency'S letter of the 14th, with a copy of a Ift
ter from the Department of State of the 6th instant. have determined me 
to forward to each commander officially, a copy of those Rules, accom
panied with a request that they will communicate to me the precise time 
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they intend to depart from the waters of Virginia: Should this request 
he complied with, I shall then have it in my power to notify the same to 
thl' (,'ollllnanding officer of the adverse party, and by this means ascertain 
the violations if any should take place of our neutral rights. The intri
('acy ;dtencling this busineslll, from our want of power to enforce obedience 
to the Rules established, makes it nece8Sary for me to receive every infor
Illation from your Excellency for my government. 

The moment I receive answers from the ~ifl'erent commanders, I shall 
endolie to your Excellency, copies of our correspondence. 

I am, &c. 

JOHN STRODE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

439 

1797. 
June 19, 
Norfolk 

Desiring to be informed of the probability of the acceptance of his June 20, 

proposal for manufacturing arms for the State. Culpeper 

THOS. MATHEWS TO THE GOVERNOR. 

I do myself the honor to enclose to your Excellency my letter to the 
Commanders of the Ships of War within the jurisdiction of our State; 
likewise copies of their answers. This communication would have been 
earlier made had it not been for my ab~ence from town when Major 
llarsh, whom I !!ent down with my letter, returned. 

I am, &c. 

Circular. 
NORFOLK, !UlJt of June, 1797. 

~IR: 

July 10, 
Norfolk 

I do myself the honor to enclose you a copy of the rule estabHshcd July 10 

by the Executi"'e of the United States to be observed by the officers 
commanding Ships of the Belligerent Powers within the jurisdictional 
line of the United States. This communication is made for the purpose 
of preventing any violation of the righh! of the United States as a sover-
eign and independent neutral nation, and to secure to the vessels of either 
of the Belligerent Powers that protection which they han a right to 
claim from the Government of the United States. 

Whenever, sir, you shall think it proper to notify to me your intention 
to depart from the jurisdictional line of the United States, I shall take 
the earliest opportunity to. communicate the same to such officers com
manding Ships of War of other powers as. may at the time of such 
communication be within the waters of Virginia. 

I am, &c., 
THOS. MATHJo;WS, Brig'r Gen'I. 

To the Commanding Officers of the French and British Ships of War. G I 
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NORFOLK, Ju.ne ~.4.th, 1797. 
SIR: 

1797. I have the honor to acknowledge the receiving this day your letter 
.July lO of the 21st inst. by the bands of Ml\ior Marsh, inclosing" A rule as ro 

the sailing of Yessels of War of the Belligerent Nations from the lTnited 
States." Be llSI'Iured, sir. I shall pay every respect to the neutral situa
tion of the American Nation, and shall conform accordingly. 

Any notice to you of my movements would be highly improper. The 
moment of my departure dePends on the respect which the British Shipt' 
of War now in the waters of Virginia (where they have been four 
months) shall pay to the" Rules" of the United States, which no doubt 
you are directed to have executed. 

I am, &c., 
JOSHUA BARNEY, 

Commanding the Ships of the French RepUblic in the \V sters of Virginia. 

Directed to Brigadier-Gen'l Ma.thews, Norfolk. 

ASSISTANCE, LYNHAVEN BAY,26th Ju.ne, 1i.97. 
SIR: 

July 10 I am this morning honored with your letter by Major l't.arsh, indos-
ing a copy of the Rule established by the Executive of the United States, 
which Rule I receive as the law of all Neutral Natiolls, and which law is 
so stronp;ly pointed out by the Government of the Country under which 
I have the honor to sen'e, and which cannot be violated while I am in 
execution of my duty. . 

The ships under my orders were under sail before I received your 
Notification. and will this day be on the outside of the Neutral line, if 
tbe wind8 and weather do not prevent them. 

I have, &c. 
H. MOWAT, 

Senior Oflicer of His Brit.'tnnic Majesty's Rhip!; on the Coast of Virginia. 

Directed to his Excellency, Brig.-Gen'IMathew8, Norfolk. 

NAT. SHEPARD TO THE GOVERNOR. 

July 23, I am unacquainted with the duties of the Treasurer 80 fa.r as they 
Treasury relate to present situation of the Trca8ury, such a circumstance not 

havin!t occurred since I have heen engaged in bU8iness here; hut 8UI'I'0:;;(' 

it not improper, as the Treasurer is absent, that I should inform you of 
the present state of the funds. . 

At present there are only about fourteen thousand dollars specie in thl' 
Treasury, and but little prOHpcct of receiving any money of considernhle 
COIU!C'lueJlce until about the middle of September, when we may suppn:,le 
a considernhle part of the Re\'enue of 1797 will be paid in. 

I am, &c. Digitized by Google 
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JAMES MCHENRY TO THE GOVERNOR. 

I have it in order from the President of the United States to lay before 
your Excellency the act herein enclosed, entitled "An act authorizing a 
detachment from the Militia of the United States," passed the 24th 
JUIll', 1797. 

The object of this law being to provide and have in readiness a select 
and completely equipped and organized body of Militia fit for action in 
all respects, the President, in pursuance thereof, requests that you will 
be pleased to take immediate and effectual measures to organize, arm, 
equip, and hold in readiness to march at a moment's warniilg, the detach
ment required to be organized, armed,. and equipped by the State of 
\'irginia, ~reeably to the said lall', and the act entitled "An act more 
efi't'Ctually to provide for the national defense by establishing an uniform 
militia throughout the United States," pasRed the 8th of May, 1792_ 

With a view to expedite the completion of the said detachment, the 
Pn'!<iuent has judged it expedient to authorize you to accept any inde
pendent corps of Cavalry, artillery, or Infantry as part thereof, provided 
t!\('y shall voluntarily engage as corps in the service. 

AI'! it will be desimble to know the measures which your Excellency 
mlly be pleased to adopt on this occasion, and from time to Hme the 
actual state of the detachment. it is earnestly rcqucstetl t.hat the Adju
tant-General may be instructed to make such returns and communica
tions to this department as may satisfy this object. 

With great respect, I have, &c. 

THOMAS CALLIE TO THE GOVERNOR. 

441 

1797. 
Augu~t 1, 

War Office 

From information this day l'L'Ceived, I have rea!:'on to b(-Hc,-e that the AUb'llst:{ 

Honun\hle the Executive are not al''luaintcd that tlill foun,latioll of the 
I\'nitentiary House ha.':I been laid off and dUJ( in a circulnr form. 

The layillJ{ oft' was done by Mr. Latrobc, and the digging exccutl-d lIy 
hi" direction, anel, I pre8umecl, without doubt, with the knowledge anti 
appruhation of the Executh'e. Mr. Latrobe continucs to consider him
~df ~ engaged in the public service IlS a Director of it. I should h(l 
thankful for information of it that I may govern myself accordingly. 1 
cannot myself conceive the llecc8sity of such a chamctcr ancr the appoint
ment which I have had the honor to receive, and can IIS!oIUl'e the hOllomhle 
the Executive that I nm not conscious of the want of ability to exeeutc 
the ta-Ilk al!.~igned me by that appointment or I would without hesitation 
re:<ign it. I am willing to allow Mr. Latrohe all the credit due to hit:! 
~ul~erior abilities, but I do not conceive that they arc any further requi- G I 
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1797. site in the execution of the business in question. This, however, ill 
August 3 humhly !!ubmittcd to the wisdom of the honorable the Executive. 

I have fi)r two days past been extremely indisposed, but am to-day 
much better, and hope I shall in future be able constantly to attend my 
duty. 

Mr. Mims is making preparation to commence the laying of the brick~ 
to-morrow in the square part of the building, and I wait my instructions, 
which the Board may be pleased to honor me with on that occasion. 

I have, &c . 

• JOHN 8. ~hRCER TO SAM' •• COLEMAN. 

August 4, Yours of the 5th of July, with its inclosures, was not received by me 
Stafford Co. till yeElterday, and that of the 7th of }l'ebruary, to which you refer, never 

came to my hands. 
I have not yet been furni!!hcd with a list of the Ca})tains of thiK Regi

ment, or of the counties in which their troops Illay be recruited; as y,·t 
only four returns have been made me-from Loudoun, Fauquier, Albe
marle and Caroline. These troop!! appear to be full, but it will he hardly 
worth while throwinl( them into the form of a Regimental Return. 

It Illay be proper to apportion the Regiment between the two MajOr!! 
by sl)uadrons-they would be in!lpected with more ('.are, as these lh'c dili
tautly froUl each other and conveniently to the troops. If dire(·tt'd, 
however, to inspect them my!!elf I will do it. 

Difficulties have been suggested to me by some of t.he ('aptain8 on tWIl 
points which may require the direction!! of the Com'r-in-Chief and tilt' 
Exeeutin_the one 1\ refusal on the part of the county officers tH pay tIll.' 
fines ari~in~ from the rlelinquencie!! in t.he Cavalry to the order of thl' 
Cnphlins in wh()~e t.roopl'l they ori~inllted; the other I have tellJPornrily 
soh'l'll my!!c1f, whethHr the officers shall enlist in conntielcl within tit" 
di~trict of the division of l\filitill to whi(,h they helong and ill whil'h 
there are no Trool'~, but in which they do not themseh'cs reside. A~ I 
saw not.hing in the law t.o prevent this, and as the Hcgiment st-'Cms to ill' 
int.ende(l to be commensurate in itt! cxtent with the I>h'ision of !\filitill. 
I dircctell they should make sueh enlistmenlt; till furthcr ordel'8. 

This arrangement il:! perhaps necessary to the cOlllpldion of the ('3\'al
\'y, an,1 I deem them of infinite importance to the defence of the ~tall'. 
being in fact the only Troops that will e\'er be !bund to act with t'fticac~' 
in any war likely to be carried on within our country for a cent.ury to 
COIIIC. I beg leave to recommend the subject to t.he attention of the 
Com'r-ill-Chief or the Executive. 

I have, &c. 
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